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South Africa
Wins The Governor 

General’s Trophy
Top Leaders endorse CCOJ’s Int’l Trade Expo

The Governor General of Jamaica, His Excellency The Most Honourable Sir Patrick Allen, 
presents the Governor General’s Trophy to Her Excellency Mathu Joyini, High Commissioner of 
the Republic of South Africa, the winner of the Best Booth Contest in CCOJ’s Expo 2011. Looking 

on are some of the members of the South African team at Expo.
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EXPO NEWS IN PICTURESRepublic of Turkey wins Scotiabank Trophy

Mexico wins CCOJ Trophy

Honourable Lamartine Hollanda Jr (left), Dean 
of the Consular Corps of Brazil and Dr Alex de 

Oliveira da Costa (second right), Brazilian investor, 
made the trip to Jamaica to attend the Expo.  With 

them are His Excellency Antonio Francisco da 
Costa e Silva (second left), Ambassador of Brazil, 

and Honourable Arnold Foote.

Mr Robert Scott, Honorary Consul of the Republic 
of Latvia, shows the Most Honourable Sir Patrick 
Allen, Governor General of Jamaica, information 

on Latvia.  Looking on are Honourable Arnold 
Foote (left), Dean of the CCOJ, Mr Milton Samuda, 

President of the Jamaica Chamber of Commerce 
and Mr Bruce Bowen (right), CEO of Scotia Group.

Mrs Indera Persaud, Honorary Consul of Guyana 
discussing regional trade with Honourable Mike 
Henry, Minister of Transport & Works and Mrs 
Dawn Henry, at the Guyana booth at the Expo.

Honourable Mike Henry, Minister of Transport 
& Works, visits the Kingston Wharves booth.  

With him are Honourable Arnold Foote, Dean of 
the CCOJ, Mr Milton Samuda, President of the 

Jamaica Chamber of Commerce, and Mrs Patricia 
Foote.  

Honourable Mike Henry, Minister of Transport & Works, 
discusses the Vernamfield Development Project with Ms. 
Delaine Morgan, Vice President – Trade and Business 

Development, JAMPRO, Honourable Arnold Foote, Dean 
of the CCOJ,  Mrs Patricia Foote and Mrs Dawn Henry.

Honourable Dr. Kenneth Baugh talks 
with His Excellency Alfredo García, 
Chile’s Ambassador an d H onourable                                               

Oliver Clarke, Chairman of the Gleaner Company, 
as they sample wine at the Chile booth.  In the 
background, Mrs Sancia Templer, President of 

JAMPRO is with Mrs Elena Girvan of the Chilean 

Honourable Dr. Kenneth Baugh seen here with 
Mr Kimo Lim, Chargé d’Affaires of the Korean 

Embassy and Honourable Arnold Foote, Dean of 
the CCOJ.

Honourable Dr. Kenneth Baugh, Minister 
of Foreign Affairs and Foreign Trade greets 
Mr Ramón Corvera, Chargé d’Affaires of the 
Argentine Embassy, at the Argentine booth at 

Expo.  

Mr Bruce Bowen, CEO of Scotia Group, is seen 
discussing Scotiabank’s operations, including 

export financing, with His Excellency the Most 
Honourable Sir Patrick Allen, Governor General 
of Jamaica. Scotiabank was the main sponsor of 

the International Trade Expo 2011.

Mr Joe Handal, Chairman of the CCOJ’s Judging Committee, presenting the CCOJ’s Trophy to Mrs. María Guadalupe 
Sánchez Salazar, Chargée d’Affaires of the Embassy of Mexico, the 3rd prize winner in the Best Booth Contest in CCOJ’s 

Expo 2011.

Mr Bruce Bowen President and CEO of the Scotiabank Group, presenting the Scotiabank Trophy to Mrs. Kim Chin-Shue of 
the Consulate General of the Republic of Turkey, the 2nd prize winner in the Best Booth Contest in CCOJ’s Expo 2011.



From October 9 to 11, The Jamaica 
Pegasus hotel was transformed into 
an ex-oficio United Nations meeting, 
promoting trade between nations.

Delegates from across the world gathered 
for the annual International Trade Expo, 
continuing a tradition that started in 2002. 
The then-executive of the Consular Corps 
of Jamaica thought the expo would be 
an excellent avenue for developing trade 
between the sending and receiving states.
The event is unique as it is the only expo 
of its kind that provides an environment 
where opposing states do business 
directly with each other.
Since the 2002 jump-off, the expo has 
gained in recognition and credibility to 
the extent that the World Federation of 
Consuls (FICAC) has adopted the idea 
for its trade-development programme 
worldwide.
President of FICAC, Arnold Foote, who 
is also president of the local corps and 
the man at the helm when the expo was 
conceptualised, opined that it was “the 
most important international trade project 
for the whole year”.
He said that expo “can also become the 
main event that will rebuild Kingston as 
a tourist destination”, and that it would 
attract more businessmen from all over 

the world to come to the city.

Huge success
“Exporters come and the more 
encouraging it is, the more people will 
come in and the bigger it will grow,” he 
said. “I think it was a huge success. Even 
the Jamaica Chamber of Commerce has 
pledged future support.”
More than 30 countries participated 
in this year’s renewal. Deputy prime 
minister and minister of foreign affairs 
and foreign trade, Dr Ken Baugh, said 
at the opening ceremony that honorary 
consuls are important gateways for trade 
to penetrate markets.
He pointed out that though Jamaica’s 
share of world trade is less than one per 
cent, trade constitutes a massive share of 
our gross domestic product - well over 90 
per cent.
He cited that Jamaica’s consul in a Belgian 
city was able to make the necessary 
contact for Jamaica to access the financial 
and technical assistance needed to make 
the bus park and bus-transportation 
system a reality.
The tangible results of the 2011 expo 
are already being seen. A memorandum 
of understanding was signed between 
Jamaica and the Dominican Republic, 
in which the Caribbean Maritime 

Institute (CMI) will provide professional 
training and certification for Dominican 
Republican seafarers.
Like its previous years, the expo was a 
sea of colour and culture, all mixed to not 
only bring trade opportunities to Jamaica, 
but also expose locals to new territories 
without them boarding a plane.
“Many of us don’t have the opportunity 
to travel, so we bring it to them,” he said.
Aside from the booths, other activities 
included a seminar on export financing, 
led by Scotiabank Group, the main 
sponsor of the expo. Foote, though, could 
not hide his disappointment in the lack of 
media coverage.

Media coverage crucial
“It (the expo) builds joint venture 
partnerships, and this can employ 
Jamaican people. But without the media, 
people won’t get it,” he said, citing the 
positive attention the expo received 
from participating states and the interest 
coming from others.
“Kuwait, for example, wants to come in 
next year. But if we don’t show it matters 
to Jamaica, the interest will dry up, 
again!” Foote, who is Jamaica’s honorary 
consul to Turkey, was referring to the five-
year gap which followed the last expo.
At the closing ceremony, Foote stressed 
that it was important for this venture to 
continue to grow, as it puts emphasis 
on trade with countries which have 
diplomatic relations with Jamaica. He 
noted that, as a testament to the success 
and significance of the event, 18 country 
representatives had already confirmed 
participation for Expo 2012.
On a lighter note, the friendly competition 
among the booths always makes for an 
interesting element to the expo.
The staff at the various embassies, high 
commissions and consulates spare no 
expense in putting on the best show.
This year, the prize for Best Booth went 
to the South African High Commission.
Looking forward, Foote definitely sees 
room for growth, as he noted that Jamaica 
has diplomatic ties with more than 100 
countries. Apart from the expo, he is 
also keen to revitalise the International 
Cultural Gala, a showcase of artistic 
talent from the countries.
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EXPO NEWS IN PICTURES

Ambassador Alfredo García of Chile discusses 
Chilean wines with His Excellency The Most 

Honourable Sir Patrick Allen, Governor General 
of Jamaica.

The Most Honourable Portia Simpson Miller and 
Senator Sandrea Falconer are greeted by Mr Kimo 

Lim, Chargé d’Affaires of the Korean Embassy. 
Looking on is Mr Kibo Jo, also of the Korean 

Embassy. 

His Excellency The Most Honourable Sir Patrick 
Allen, Governor General of Jamaica, visits the US 
booth at Expo 2011 where he talks with Mr Nathan 

Halat of the US Embassy. Accompanying the 
Governor General are the Honourable Arnold Foote 

and Mr Milton Samuda, President of the Jamaica 
Chamber of Commerce.

Honourable Dr. Kenneth Baugh, Deputy Prime 
Minister of Jamaica, greets Mr Deryck Gibson at 
the Deryck A Gibson Ltd booth. Looking on are 

Mr Bruce Bowen, CEO of Scotia Group, and Mr 
Milton Samuda (back to camera), President of the 

Jamaica Chamber of Commerce.

Honourable Oliver Clarke, Chairman of the Gleaner 
Company, and his wife, Ms Monica Ladd, savour samples 

of Polish sausages made in Jamaica. They are greeted 
by Mrs Irena Cousins, Honorary Consul of Poland, and 
Mr Fritz Oltmanns of Germany, who is responsible for 

the production of the sausages at the locally-based Polish 
company. 

Seen above is the Most Honourable Sir Patrick 
Allen, Governor General of Jamaica, at the 
Mexican booth with Mrs María Guadalupe 
Sánchez Salazar, Chargée d’Affaires of the 

Embassy of Mexico and Mr Vonroy Rochester of 
the Mexican Embassy.

Honourable Dr. Kenneth Baugh seen with Mrs 
Mamebesse Fall and Mr Doudou Sow of the 

Senegal Embassy as Mr Milton Samuda, President 
of the Jamaica Chamber of Commerce, looks on.

Honourable Dr. Kenneth Baugh and Mrs Lois 
Sherwood, Honorary Consul of Lithuania, 

examine the detail of craft on display at the Haiti 
booth.  Looking on is Mr Luc Garvey Jean-Pierre 

of the Haitian Embassy.

Mr Christopher Issa, Honorary Consul of the Republic 
of Slovakia, in discussion with Honourable Dr. 

Kenneth Baugh, Mr Bruce Bowen, CEO of Scotia 
Group, Mrs Suzanne Bowen and Mr Milton Samuda, 

President of the Jamaica Chamber of Commerce.

Honourable Dr. Kenneth Baugh, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign 
Affairs and Foreign Trade, with (from left) Honorable Arnold Foote, Dean of the 
CCOJ, Mr Milton Samuda, President of the Jamaica Chamber of Commerce, and 
Mr Bruce Bowen, President and CEO of Scotia Group.

Consular Corps Showcases Nations
- The Daily Gleaner

Written by Daviot Kelly
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In his Opening Ceremony address 
Minister Baugh said:
It is a real great pleasure to extend a 
warm welcome to everyone present 
here this evening for the opening of 
the Consular Corps’ International 
Trade Expo. I am particularly pleased 
that this event has brought to fruition 
the dreams, mainly of Mr. Foote, of 
reviving this event. I congratulate the 
Consular Corps, under the guidance of 
its Dean, Mr. Arnold Foote, for their 
hard work and dedication. 
The Consular Corps of Jamaica first 
launched the International Trade 
Expo in 2002. I wish to commend the 
Consular Corps for this initiative which 
was adopted by the World Federation 
of Consuls and is being organised in 
several countries worldwide. 
Therefore, I am delighted at its return. 
I am told that now some 30 countries 
have confirmed their participation in 
this event. It is a well organized event 
which has a large list of products and 
services on offer. 
The Expo is, indeed, quite a 
commendable initiative by the Consular 
Corps and I hope that it will once again 
become an anticipated annual event. I 
do not need to highlight the importance 
of such events, as other speakers have 
done before me, in stimulating trade and 
in generating real interest in purchasing 
goods and services from Jamaica. I hope 
also that long term investments, leading 
to the generation of employment, in this 
and other countries, will also result. 
Mr. Arnold Foote, the Honorary Consul 
General of Turkey and President of 
the World Federation of Consuls must 
be commended for his dedication and 
service. He is a generous person who 

shares whatever he has with others. 
He observes and makes use of unused 
potential to bring about change for the 
benefit of many. As the President, he 
has revived the Federation and made it 
more active than it has been in many 
years, motivating Honorary Consuls 
around the world. 
Jamaica’s share of world trade is 
miniscule, a mere 0.02%. Yet trade 
constitutes a massive share of GDP – 
well over 90%. Our market is small 
but open and predictable and many 
countries are benefitting from this. 
Jamaica has a negative trade balance 
with all but two countries with which 
it trades. 
The Government has taken a decision 

to place Honorary Consuls in many 
of the countries where we need to 
have a presence. Honorary Consuls 
are important gateways for trade to 
penetrate markets, and for business 
persons to make contact abroad. For 
example, the Jamaica’s Honorary 
Consul in one of the cities in Belgium, 
a banker by profession, was able to 
make the necessary contact for Jamaica 
to access the financial and technical 
assistance needed to make the bus park 
and bus transportation system a reality. 
Our Ambassadors must also be 
commended for the work they are doing 
in the field of economic diplomacy and 
promoting bilateral relations. Jamaica, 
along with other Caribbean and 
Latin American countries, continues 
to benefit from the US Caribbean 
Basin Initiative. The Caribbean Basin 
Economic Recovery Act (CBERA), 
in particular, facilitates our ethanol 
exports. Good relations are maintained 
with the European Union and Jamaica 
appreciates the assistance given by 
the EU. CARIFORUM has signed 
the Economic Partnership Agreement 
(EPA) with the EU, which offers us 
the opportunity to access their markets 
and also provides a development 
component. Our relations with China 
also continues to grow as evidenced by 
the recent visit of the Vice Premier of 
China to Jamaica. The good relations 
with Japan is ongoing, and a Japanese 
Technical Team is to visit Jamaica soon. 
I recently visited Chile and Colombia 
and met with the Foreign Ministers of 
both countries. They are experiencing 
sustained economic growth and 
Jamaica can benefit from furthering our 
relations. In Colombia, discussions are 

Honourable Dr Kenneth Baugh, 
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister 
of Foreign Affairs & Foreign Trade, 
delivering the keynote address 
at the Opening Ceremony of the 
International Trade Expo 2011.

Honourable Dr. Kenneth Baugh, Deputy Prime 
Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs and Foreign 

Trade, declares Expo 2011 offically open

EXPO NEWS IN PICTURES

The Most Honourable Portia Simpson Miller, 
Leader of the Opposition, visits the United 

Kingdom booth at Expo 2011. Ms Karen Williams 
of the British High Commission gives Mrs Simpson 

Miller a tour of the booth, along with Ms Sharon 
Reynolds.

Celebrating the Jamaica-Dominican Republic 
Agreement signed at the Expo, are (from left) Mr 

Rosendo Álvarez of Dominican Republic’s maritime 
authority, Mr Ibrahim Ajagunna and Ms Itrisha 
Nunes, both of the Caribbean Maritime Institute, 

and Mr Dante Badaracco and Mrs Marnin Castillo, 
both from the Dominican Republic.

Honourable Dr. Kenneth Baugh, Minister of 
Foreign Affairs and Foreign Trade, seen with 

(from left) His Excellency Alfredo García, Chile’s 
Ambassador, Mrs Clelia Barreto de Hunter, 

Honorary Consul of the Republic of Ecuador 
and His Excellency Yuri Gala López, Cuba’s 

Ambassador.

His Excellency The Most Honourable Sir Patrick 
Allen, Governor General of Jamaica, greets Mrs 

Indera Persaud, the Honorary Consul of the 
Cooperative Republic of Guyana, during his tour 

of the Expo.

The Most Honourable Portia Simpson Miller is 
seen at the US booth along with (from left) Mr 
Nathan Halat of the US Embassy, Mrs Patricia 

Foote, Senator Sandrea Falconer and Honourable 
Arnold Foote, Dean of the CCOJ.

The Most Honourable Portia Simpson Miller 
at Mexico’s booth with Mrs María Guadalupe 

Sánchez Salazar, Chargée d’Affaires of the 
Embassy of Mexico, and a member of the Embassy 

staff, Mr Vonroy Rochester. 

At the Scotia Group booth, Honourable Mike 
Henry, Minister of Transport & Works, pays close 
attention as Mr Craig Mair of the Scotia Group 
outlines some of the Group’s financial services. 

Looking on is Mr Bindley Sangster.

His Excellency The Most Honourable Sir Patrick 
Allen, Governor General of Jamaica, talks about 

the Republic of Turkey with Mrs Kim Chin-Shue of 
the Consulate General of Turkey and Honourable  
Arnold Foote, Dean of the CCOJ and Honorary 

Consul General of the Republic of Turkey.

Honourable Dr. Kenneth Baugh seen at the Deryck 
A. Gibson Ltd booth with Mrs Indera Persaud, 
Honorary Consul of Guyana, Mrs Olive Gibson 

and Honourable Arnold Foote, Dean of the CCOJ.
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ongoing regarding visa requirements. 
Our Ministry and the Ministry of 
National Security are reviewing the 
visa system used for the World Cup 
Cricket, to make it feasible to be 
used to encourage travel to Jamaica 
from Colombia. In Chile, where I 
attended the General Assembly of the 
Organization of America States (OAS), 
the development is impressive. Chile is 
now a member of the OECD. Jamaica 
can learn from Chile’s health system 
and the pension scheme. In fact we can 
learn from each other.    
I should inform that Jamaica will be 
opening an Embassy in Brazil before 
the end of our 2011/2012 financial year. 
We only recently opened our Embassy 
in Kuwait, a good friend of Jamaica. I 
met with the Kuwaiti Foreign Minister 
in New York last month who informed 
me that one of the reasons they wanted 
Jamaica to open an Embassy in that 
country was because of the very good 

impression they have of our people. One 
of their staff member is a Jamaican, 
who has worked with their Embassy for 
over 20 years. 
There are numerous events coming in 
2012. Jamaica will be marking its 50th 
year of Independence. The African 
Union Diaspora meeting will be held. 
The African National Congress will be 
marking its centennial. The Olympics 
will be convened. Jamaica looks 
forward to this commemorative year 
and will participate as best as possible.                    
Undoubtedly, Jamaica is focused 
on implementing the National 
Development Plan – Vision 2030 
Jamaica, and the newly crafted National 
Export Strategy. Further, in April of this 
year, Cabinet approved the proposal 
for the revision of our National Trade 
Policy. The Inception Mission of the 
Consultants, who have been contracted 
to undertake the revision, has already 
taken place and all arrangements are 

now in place for the full implementation 
of that initiative. 
The Diplomatic and Consular Corps 
also have a strong leadership role to 
play in ensuring the Expo’s success 
and that concrete results emanate 
from the event. We eagerly anticipate 
that they will play an equally active 
role in developing and strengthening 
the trade relations that exists amongst 
our countries. They are ideally placed 
to identify and recommend those 
products that would be of interest to 
their homelands, as well as facilitating 
the initial contacts that would advance 
trade and any other possible spin-
offs. I underscore, the Diplomatic and 
Consular Corps are critical in our 
efforts to forge closer ties between 
our countries and in building bridges 
in terms of economic cooperation and 
trade.
There are challenges before us. We 
need to solve the issues of climate 
change, the financial crisis, food 
security and sustainable development. 
There are the economic, environmental 
and social aspects to these issues. I call 
on the developed countries to invest 
in the poorer countries to build their 
capacity for production. I challenge the 
private sector to become regional and 
international entrepreneurs. 
I certainly hope that many Jamaicans, 
especially the business community, 
will visit the Trade Expo and will take 
advantage of the many opportunities on 
offer.
Please accept my sincere wishes for 
the success of this renewed staging 
of the Consular Corps of Jamaica 
International Trade Expo 2011. I 
hope that it will once again become a 
premiere fixture on our annual calendar 
of events. 
I now declare the International Trade 
Expo 2011 officially open.  
I thank you.

Honourable Dr. Ken Baugh, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs 
and Foreign Trade, and the Ambassador of the United States, Her Excellency Pamela 
Bridgewater, being escorted into the Grand Ballroom of the Jamaica Pegasus Hotel 
by The Honourable Arnold Foote, for the start of the CCOJ’s International Trade 
Expo 2011.

EXPO NEWS IN PICTURES

His Excellency The Most Honourable Sir Patrick Allen, 
Governor General of Jamaica, discusses South African 

products with Her Excellency Mathu Joyini, South 
Africa’s High Commissioner to Jamaica. Looking on 
are (from left) Mr Milton Samuda, President of the 

Jamaica Chamber of Commerce, Honourable Arnold 
Foote, Dean of the CCOJ, and Mr Bruce Bowen, 

President and CEO of Scotia Group.

Honourable Mike Henry, Minister of Transport 
& Works, shares a joke with Mr Rosendo Álvarez 

III, former Dean of the Consular Corps of 
the Dominican Republic and representative of 
the Dominican Republican government in the 

Agreement with Jamaica which was signed at the 
Expo.

Mr Milton Samuda in discussion with Honourable Dr. 
Kenneth Baugh, Deputy Prime Minister of Jamaica, 
when he visited the Jamaica Chamber of Commerce 
booth during his tour of the Expo. Looking on are 

(from left) Mr Bruce Bowen, CEO of Scotia Group, 
and Mr Lloyd Distant and Mrs Thasya Chin-Fletcher, 

both of the Jamaica Chamber of Commerce (JCC).

Deputy Prime Minister of Jamaica and Minister of 
Foreign Affairs and Foreign Trade, Honourable 

Dr. Kenneth Baugh, and his wife, Mrs Vilma 
Baugh (second left), share a light moment with Mrs 
Irena Cousins (second right), Honorary Consul of 
the Republic of Poland, and Mrs Patricia Foote, 

wife of the Dean of the CCOJ.

Honourable Dr. Kenneth Baugh is impressed 
with the Volkswagen Amarok twin-cab pick-up 
which was a unique part of Argentina’s display. 

The vehicle is assembled at a Volkswagen plant in 
Pacheco, Argentina. Mr Bruce Bowen (left), CEO 

of Scotia Group, and Mr Milton Samuda, President 
of the Jamaica Chamber of Commerce, look on.

During his tour of the Expo, Honourable Mike 
Henry, Minister of Transport & Works, charms a 

member of the team for the Colombia booth.

Honourable Dr. Kenneth Baugh visits the United 
States booth with the US Ambassador, Her 

Excellency Pamela Bridgewater, and Honourable 
Arnold Foote. Also in photograph is Mr Nathan 

Halat of the US Embassy.

His Excellency The Most Honourable Sir Patrick 
Allen, Governor General of Jamaica, greets 

Mr Max Alcé, Chargé d’Affaires of the Haitian 
Embassy, as he visits the Haiti booth to admire the 
art and other cultural products for which Haiti is 

well known.

The Governor General, Sir Patrick Allen (third left) 
poses with members of the Jamaica Chamber of 

Commerce team at their booth.  The Jamaica Chamber 
of Commerce received a special award of appreciation 
from the CCOJ for their longstanding and consistent 

support of the CCOJ’s Expos. 
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Poland
Mrs Irena Cousins, Honorary Consul of the Republic of 
Poland, receives a consolation prize from Mr Joseph Handal, 
member of the Board of Directors of CCOJ for Poland’s booth 
in Expo 2011.

Guyana
Honorary Consul of Guyana, Mrs Indera Persaud, and 
Mrs Ruth Authar, International Marketing Manager for 
Edward Beharry & Co. Guyana, receive a consolation prize 
for the Guyana booth at the recent CCOJ’s International 
Trade Expo 2011. Presenting the award is Mr Joseph 
Handal, member of the Board of Directors of CCOJ.

Belgium
His Excellency  Frederic Meurice, Ambassador of Belgium, 
and Mrs Antoinette McDermott of the Embassy of Belgium, 
receive a consolation prize in the Best Booth Contest at the 

recent International Trade Expo 2011. Presenting the award 
is Mr Joseph Handal, member of the Board of Directors of 

CCOJ.

United Kingdom
Ms Karen Williams, Corporate Services Manager at the British 

High Commission, receives a consolation prize for the United 
Kingdom’s booth at the recent CCOJ’s International Trade 

Expo 2011. Mrs Elaine Abou and Ms Sharon Reynolds were 
also part of the British High Commission’s team. Presenting 

the award is Mr Joseph Handal, member of the Board of 
Directors of CCOJ.

Senegal
Her Excellency Nafissatou Diagne, Ambassador of the 
Republic of Senegal, receives a consolation prize for Senegal’s 
booth at CCOJ’s Expo 2011. Presenting the award is Mr 
Joseph Handal, member of the Board of Directors of CCOJ.

EXPO 2011 BEST BOOTH CONTEST 
CONSOLATION PRIZE WINNERS

Members of Protocol Department at 
Norman Manley Int’l Airport Honoured

Some of the staff members of the Protocol and Customer Service Departments of the Norman Manley International Airport who 
were honoured at the Expo by the CCOJ for their invaluable support to the Consular and Diplomatic communities.  Honourable 
Arnold Foote (right), Dean of the CCOJ, who gave the awards, and Honourable Mike Henry (fourth left), Minister of Transport 
and Works, who wholeheartedly endorsed the recognition they received, are seen here with them.  The awardees are (from left) 
Andrea Francis, Colette Francis, Maxine Daley, Shelly McIntosh, Donovan Brown and Martin Bennett. Wendy Hart and Wendy 
Sterling were unable to attend.

Mr Milton Samuda (right), President of the Jamaica Chamber of Commerce, receives an award of appreciation on behalf of the 
JCC for the longstanding and consistent support the Chamber has provided to the Consular Corps of Jamaica’s International 
Trade Expo.  Presenting the award is Honourable Arnold Foote, Dean of the Consular Corps of Jamaica.

Award of Appreciation to the Jamaica Chamber of Commerce
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Synergy with other institutions and 
organizations is consistent with the 
Blue Ocean Strategy philosophy which 
has been adopted by the Caribbean 
Maritime Institute (CMI) since 2006. 
This philosophy translates into the 
establishment of borderless strategic 
partnerships for the mutual benefit 
and advancement of each partner. 
In a bid to expand its access, the CMI 
on Monday, October 10, 2011, signed 
a Memorandum of Understanding 
(MOU) with the Dominican 
Republic’s Autoridad National de 
Asuntos Maritimos (ANAMAR), at 
the recently held Consular Corps of 
Jamaica (CCOJ) International Trade 
Expo 2011, at the Jamaica Pegasus 
Hotel, Kingston. There to witness the 
signing were the Minister of Transport 
and Works, Honourable L. Michael 

Henry and the President of the World 
Federation of Consuls, Honourable 
Arnold Foote. Under this partnership, 
the CMI seeks to establish new market 
space globally, including the Spanish-
speaking markets.
The scope of the collaboration includes 
the CMI’s provision of professional 
maritime education, training, 
research, consultancy, student and 
lecturer exchange and related skills to 
facilitate the training and certification 
of Domingian Nationals.
Over the last three (3) years, the 
Institute has been focusing on 
expanding its access to attract students 
from beyond the Caribbean borders, 
including from countries such as 
Romania, Turkey, Peru and Indonesia.
Of significance is the number of 
Peruvian students who have enrolled in 

the Maritime Institute’s programmes; 
and this trend is expected continue as 
the CMI’s brand becomes more widely 
recognised internationally. 
The first phase of the cooperation 
with ANAMAR will be the setting 
up of a CMI satellite campus in 
the Dominican Republic, focusing 
initially on training and certification of 
marine and professional students. This 
campus will serve South and Central 
American countries, in particular, 
Peru, Honduras and El Salvador.
The second phase of the programme 
will see the Institute expanding the 
training to include degrees in Logistics 
and Supply Chain Management 
and Port Management in addition 
to programmes in the technical/
vocational areas.

The Memorandum of Understanding between Jamaica and the Dominican Republic will allow the Caribbean Maritime Institute 
(CMI) to provide professional training and certification for Dominican Republican seafarers. Mr Ibrahim Ajagunna, Director of 
Academic Studies, CMI, signs on behalf of the CMI, while looking on are (from left to right) Mr Milton Samuda, President of the 
Jamaica Chamber of Commerce, Honourable Mike Henry, Minister of Transport and Works, Honourable Arnold Foote, Dean of 
the CCOJ, Mr Eron McLean, Director of Corporate Planning and Administration, CMI, and Mr Rosendo Alvarez of the Dominican 
Republic’s maritime authority, Autoridad National de Asuntos Maritimos (ANAMAR).

Jamaica and Dominican Republic sign 
agreement at CCOJ Expo 2011

His Excellency the Most Honourable Sir Patrick Allen, 
Governor General of Jamaica, speaking at the closing 
Ceremony of the Expo.  The Governor General also 
sponsored the top award for Best Booth of the Expo, 
The Governor General’s Trophy.

His Excellency the Most Honourable Sir Patrick Allen, Governor General of 
Jamaica with (from left) the Honourable Arnold Foote Dean of the CCOJ, 
Mr Bruce Bowen, President and CEO of Scotiabank Group, which was the main 
sponsor for the Expo, and Mr Robert Scott, Honorary Consul of Latvia, and 
Master of Ceremonies for the evening’s programme.

Jamaica deeply committed
 to International Trade

- The Most Honourable Sir Patrick Allen

The Governor General, His Excellency 
the Most Honourable Sir Patrick Allen 
ON, GCMG, CD, in his address at the 
Closing Ceremony of Expo 2011, said: 

May I express my delight at the 
opportunity to participate in this 
international trade expo, organised by 
the Consular Corps of Jamaica under the 
able and energetic leadership of the Hon. 
Arnold Foote.
This international expo was first 
launched in 2002 and while there was 
a brief break in its staging, I am happy 
to see that it has returned with relish. I 
congratulate all of those who worked so 
tirelessly to make this expo a reality. I 
am well aware of the kind of planning 
an event such as this involves. May I also 

congratulate all the exhibitors, both on 
your participation and on the quality of 
the exhibits.
The concept of this international expo 
is one which recommends itself. Indeed, 
this is borne out by the fact that the 
World Federation of Consuls in 2005 
adopted the international expo as part of 
its own programme and now this expo 
is being staged in a number of countries 
worldwide. Success naturally bears 
repetition.
The importance of trade goes way  beyond 
the economic benefits derived from the 
trading nations. Trade is not just about 
prosperity.  It is about relationships. It is 
about peace, stability, global order and 
development. It has long been a truism 
in international relations that trade is a 

critical component of any strategy for 
building a peaceful global order. 
Trade has for long been seen by 
geopolitical specialists as an antidote to 
war, and it has been the accepted wisdom 
that nations with strong trading links don’t 
generally go to war with one another.  It 
is when trade has broken down, when it 
is weak, when it is disrupted; it is when 
States have no stake in preserving peace 
that they go to war with each other. Trade 
was promoted in previous centuries not 
just as a means of nations demonstrating 
the logic of comparative advantage, but 
as a means of dis-incentivising war.
The role of trade in international 
development is a fascinating study 
but we need not be detained by the 
historical survey today. It is sufficient 

Continue on next page
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Last year for example, we took a group 
of exporters to the SIAL Show in France.  
It was a completely new market, but 
JAMPRO was able to secure meetings with 
distributors and a number of trade leads 
were reported by the clients.
In fact, a number of our clients noted that 
they met their own objectives in attending 
the show for the first time, which mainly 
included market research and access 
information.

Targeting Regional Markets
The fact is we have historically put a 
lot of focus on our traditional markets – 
North America and the UK in particular, 
but JAMPRO is cognisant that new 
regions such as the Caribbean represents 
a great opportunity for trade.   In fact, 
with a population of around 10 million, 
CARIFORUM represents a very viable 
market (not something to be scoffed at).
A significant implication of the CARICOM 
Single Market, which has been agreed on 
for some years now, is the removal of intra-
regional barriers on the movement of goods 
and services.  However, companies have not 
fully capitalised on the opportunities which 
this presents.
The intra-regional market, and therefore the 
effective functioning of the single market, 
is of high importance to Jamaica’s private 
sector and overall economy. JAMPRO, 

as a leading trade promotion organisation 
(TPO) in the region stands ready to play its 
part in facilitating robust trade between our 
countries in our mutual interest. 
To this end, JAMPRO has embarked upon 
a number of initiatives designed to sensitise 
exporters to the trading opportunities in the 
Caribbean.  These have primarily been in 
the staging of seminars and participation in 
trade shows.
But JAMPRO’s focus is not just on the 
Caribbean region as we seek to enter wider 
markets across the globe. One very topical 
market these days is Venezuela and the 
opportunities presented by the Petro-Caribe 
Agreement.
The increasing demand for our products 
worldwide, outstanding performance of 
our athletes, annual visitor arrivals, and 
appeal of our music are a testament to 
our international reach and our brand 
recognition. 
Notably the event will be taking place in 
a year when Jamaica celebrates our 50th 
Anniversary of Independence; and a year 
when the brand will again be highlighted 
in the sporting arena through the Olympics 
London 2012.
Expo Jamaica 2012 will build on our 
global brand recognition. It will further 
promote the world-class quality products 
and services that Jamaica has to offer, in 
an effort to expand exports to international 

markets.  We expect to have on show 
over 2000 quality products and over 200 
exhibitors from 15 industries.
During this event, we welcome buyers to 
our beautiful island Jamaica to sample our 
products and to enjoy an authentic Jamaican 
experience. 
We have set some ambitious targets related 
to this event, namely the participation of 
125 international buyers from a minimum 
of 10 target markets and the facilitation of 
150 business-matching meetings.
To date, JAMPRO has secured the 
registration of 43 buyers.
We will therefore be seeking the assistance 
and partnership of the Consular Corps 
in disseminating information related 
to this event and supporting our buyer-
recruitment efforts. 
JAMPRO is particularly keen to host 
groups of buyers from the various 
countries, and our team is preparing to 
extend courtesies to these businesspersons.  
We would welcome the opportunity to 
meet with each of you to explore unique 
buyer targeting approaches. 

We look forward to working with you 
all as we seek to achieve a shared vision 
of sustained economic development 
through trade and investment to enable an 
improved quality of life for all Jamaicans.  
Thank you.

Ms. Delaine Morgan, Vice President - Trade and Business Development, JAMPRO, speaking with the Honourable 
Mike Henry, Minister of Transport & Works, at the JAMPRO booth during the Expo.

to make the point that there is much 
value in international collaboration, 
cooperation and partnership. Today 
it remains an important index of the 
state of relationship between nations.  
When relationships between States 
begin to break down and when tensions 
mount, the cracks begin to appear in 
trade. Trade wars usually begin before 
military conflict. Frosty relationships 
usually manifest in restrictive trade. 
So our international expo is indicative 
of the healthy relationships which exist 
among us as States.  It is indicative of our 
recognition that trade is not just a vital 
component of economic development, 
but of harmonious diplomatic relations.
We are just emerging from a global 
crisis which demanded a high degree of 
international coordination. At the onset 
of the global crisis in 2008 many worried 
that nations would resort to protectionist 

measures to safeguard their own fragile 
economies.   Many worried that the 
world would once again be plunged into 
another era of restrictive trade as well 
as tariffs and non-tariff barriers. There 
were fears that the tremendous progress 
recorded in terms of liberalisation of 
trade would be reversed in light of the 
global crisis.  But, happily, the latest 
UNCTAD Trade and Development 
Report 2011 indicates that restrictive 
measures on imports recorded by the 
WTO remained modest—just 0.6% 
of total G-20 imports—and so far  no 
significant increase in trade barriers 
has been recorded. In fact, international 
trade rebounded in 2010 after having 
registered its greatest downturn since 
World War Two after this global crisis. 
It is important to bear in mind, ladies 
and gentlemen, that this rebounding of 
international trade has been facilitated 

by the high degree of coordination of 
action which took place in the face of 
the global economic crisis. States came 
together and hammered out common 
positions that would work in the 
inertest of the international community. 
The level of international solidarity 
displayed was heartwarming as it was 
indispensable.   
You as Trade Consuls, are committed 
to cooperation. That is the essence 
of what you do. Your States are the 
beneficiaries of your relentless efforts to 
promote trade and economic relations. 
We in Jamaica are deeply committed to 
international trade and liberalization. In 
fact, that our record in supporting open 
trade and in reducing trade barriers has 
been one of the most impressive in the 
developing world.
Jamaica by its own initiative and 
through its own commitment to trade 

His Excellency Frederic Meurice, Belgian Ambassador, discusses products of interest with His Excellency The Most 
Honourable Sir Patrick Allen, Governor General of Jamaica, in the Belgium booth at CCOJ’s Expo 2011.

Continue from last page
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Mrs Sancia Templer, President of 
JAMPRO, Jamaica’s trade promotion 
organisation, spoke at the Special 
Session of the Expo, on Monday 
October 10.  The following is an excerpt 
of Mrs Templer’s address: 

It is my distinct pleasure this evening to 
bring remarks from JAMPRO at this year’s 
International Trade Expo and I wish to 
congratulate and commend the Consular 
Corps under the leadership of its Dean, the 
Honourable Arnold Foote, for reviving the 
Expo following its dormancy for a while.  
Trade expositions continue to provide 
participating countries and their private 
sectors with key opportunities to interact 
with buyers and sellers within the global 
market place and the International Trade 
Expo presents a forum for such interactions, 
which provides for the exchange of 
information about customs, products and 
business practices of other countries.
Jamaica’s sustained growth and 
development are dependent on its ability 
to increase production, to expand exports 
in goods and services and to create jobs. In 
this context, the Government is constantly 
seeking ways to create an environment for 
stimulating business activities. 
To this end, Jamaica is focused on the 
implementation of its National Development 
Plan – Vision 2030 Jamaica - as well as the 
country’s National Export Strategy. 
The National Export Strategy is a private/
public sector initiative of JAMPRO, with 
our key partner being the Jamaica Exporters 
Association (JEA), geared towards the 
implementation of various initiatives which 
could impact favourably on Jamaica’s 
performance in the export markets and 
equip exporters to compete more effectively. 
It is our belief at JAMPRO, that Jamaica’s 
export sector holds great potential for 
much of Jamaica’s future prosperity and 
prospective revenues.  

Background information
As most of you are aware, Jamaica’s 
economy is heavily dependent on trade. 
Our vast resources of bauxite and alumina 
allow us to export significant quantities of 
both commodities. Other key export items 
include sugar, rum, coffee, yams, beverages, 
tobacco, chemicals, wearing apparel and 
mineral fuels. 
On the other hand, we import most of 
our food and other consumer goods in 
addition to industrial supplies, fuel, parts 
and accessories of capital goods, machinery 
and transport equipment and construction 
materials.
As a result, Jamaica has a sizeable 
merchandise trade deficit where, in recent 

years, imports are more than triple the value 
of exports.  Jamaica’s total exports in 2010 
had an estimated value of US$1.337 billion 
while imports were valued at US$5.227 
billion. Most of this imbalance is due largely 
to large-scale import of oil and food items. 

JAMPRO’s Role in Trade
The Jamaica Promotions Corporation of 
JAMPRO was established to address the 
issues of the trade balance.  Specifically, it is 
the mandate of the organisation to increase 
exports through the aggressive promotion 
of Jamaican-made products in international 
markets.
!n doing so over the years, JAMPRO has 
focused on three main areas:
1. Exporter Registration – JAMPRO 
is the government entity charged with 
facilitating the registration of exporters in 
Jamaica. As such, JAMPRO expands the 
exporting community base by an average 
of 200 companies and individuals per 
year. Underpinning this is the significant 
development work that JAMPRO 
undertakes with companies and individuals 
that have the capacity or potential capacity 
to export to bring them to the point of a 
registered exporter. 
2. Secondly, JAMPRO places significant 
emphasis on expanding the number of 
exporters and products going into existing 
markets, such as the USA, Canada and the 
UK.  This entails taking new companies 
or new products into the market and 
introducing them to both new and existing 
distributors with a view to converting trade 
contacts into distributor contracts and 
ultimately increased export sales for our 
clients.
3. Lastly, but most significantly for 
the group here this evening, JAMPRO 
focuses on expanding the number of 
markets that existing and new exporters can 
access. This could be new regions in the 
USA or UK, or new countries altogether.  

Mrs Sancia Templer, President of 
JAMPRO, in her remarks at the 
Special Evening Session of the Expo 
on Monday, October 10, endorsed the 
event and affirmed its potential role in 
trade development.

Mrs. Sancia Templer, President of JAMPRO, 
congratulates the CCOJ on the return of its 

International Trade Expo 2011

openness and the elimination of trade 
distortions has systematically liberalised 
our economy.  Even though as a nation 
we may not have reaped the intended 
benefits of openness we have not flagged 
in our commitment to it as a principle. 
Our degree of trade openness to GDP as 
a small island economy is very high—
90%.  We are a trade-dependent nation; 
that is why an expo like this is very 
important to us. Our size dictates our 
commitment to trade.   
  I know that in this audience are many 
friends of Jamaica; people who are 
partners in our development; people 
who believe in us and who stand in 
solidarity with us, as we eagerly set 
about to raise the living standards of 
our people. Your presence here today 
demonstrates your support for us. The 
fact that you see us as worthy business 
partners is an expression of confidence 

in our future. Jamaica, I want to assure 
you, will honour that confidence reposed 
in us. We are committed to first-class 
production of goods and services. 
We are committed to benchmarking 
our goods and services to the highest 
international standards.
We are committed to building an 
economy which is characterised 
by macroeconomic stability, 
competitiveness, fiscal responsibility, 
trade dynamism and good governance 
principles. Your support for our efforts 
is crucial. Our partnership is critical.
As Governor General, I am pleased to 
be associated with this International 
Trade Expo and even more delighted 
to offer the Governor General’s Trophy 
to the best exhibitor. I congratulate 
and commend all participants and 
hope you will be back next year for a 
bigger and even better expo. Special 

congratulations, of course, to our best 
booth winner. Thanks for your example. 
You have inspired the others.  I caution 
that you can’t rest easily on your laurels 
for others will be coming to snatch that 
prize from you next year.
I congratulate the Hon. Arnold Foote 
again for the fine leg work he had to 
display to pull this all together. The only 
reward for work, as they say, is even 
more work, so I know, Arnold, you have 
a lot of work to do for next year’s expo 
and I know you are   eagerly  looking 
forward  to your World Confederation in 
Monaco next year, too.
It is my pleasure to be with you, ladies 
and gentlemen, on this final day of 
your successful expo. Let us keep the 
cooperation going as we mutually 
support one another for growth and 
prosperity.  I thank you.

His Excellency The Most Honourable Sir Patrick Allen, Governor General of Jamaica noting elements of the Kingston 
Wharves booth during his tour of the Expo.  Looking on are Mr Bruce Bowen (left), President and CEO of Scotia Group, 
Honourable Arnold Foote, Dean of the CCOJ, and Ms Juline Jackson a member of the Kingston Wharves team.  
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Honourable Mike Henry, Minister 
of Transport and Works, spoke at a 
Special Session of the International 
Trade Expo 2011 on Monday, October 
10.  The following is an excerpt of 
Minister Henry’s speech.

It is a really exciting time to address an 
impressive gathering like this on the 
matter of trade and investment globally, 
and the imperative opportunities here 
in Jamaica. Of course, I do not have 
portfolio responsibility for either trade or 
investment in Jamaica, but if I do say so 
myself, I have been integral to the process 
of fostering, attracting and ensuring the 
implementation of some of the largest 
investment projects across the country 
over recent years. I say this because it 
is the national investment climate that I 
wish to focus on this evening.
With investment and trade running 
virtually parallel on the global stage, a 
country can only engage in international 
trade to the extent of its earnings from 
the economic activities that are generated 
by the overall investments and earning 
among its people, and the foreign 
investments it is able to attract.
In terms of such foreign investments 
in Jamaica, I have, for example, been 
associated with of the development of the 
new Falmouth Cruise Pier in Trelawny, 
which was opened earlier this year. 
Another huge public project, the 
Palisadoes Shoreline Protection and 
Rehabilitation Programme in Eastern 
Kingston.
Need I mention the Jamaica Development 
Infrastructure Programme (JDIP), the 
largest single investment in infrastructure 
rehabilitation and development in 
Jamaica’s history?
Indeed, what the country is now yearning 
for are the mega projects on the horizon 
to boost economic growth even more 

impressively than have been recorded 
over the last two quarters. It is with 
such economic spark that our capacity 
for foreign trade will grow and keep on 
growing. 
So the Caymanas economic development 
is heavily under focus, as too, the 
Vernamfield development, the Kingston 
Harbour/Fort Augusta development, the 
Tinson Pen Logistics Centre and so on. As 
the portfolio minister, I can happily inform 
you of the progress with the Vernamfield, 
Fort Augusta and Tinson Pen projects. I 
can indicate that Cabinet has signed off 
on the Vernamfield development, which 

will now move from the Memorandum 
of Understanding stage to the formation 
of a joint venture partnership to begin 
the exciting implementation of the mega 
project.
Vernamfield has the kind of scope for 
levels of national and regional economic 
impact that very few other ongoing 
projects can rival within the region. 
This is because of the logistics involved, 
which pit Jamaica as the most ideal 
point regionally, to develop a major 
aviation centre and cargo transfer hub 
to complement the extensive air cargo 
transfer needs that will arise from the 
opening up of the expanded Panama 
Canal in 2014. This development will put 
Jamaica at the very heart of the regional 
trading arrangements, as we tap into 
the vast air cargo transfer market which 
will be associated with break bulk cargo 
transfer needs across the region. Then we 
will begin to really tap the possibilities 
of two of the main sectors offering 
really great opportunities to develop our 
economy - aviation and shipping - in 
terms of both trade and transfers.
It should be recognised that Jamaica offers 
a very good climate for foreign direct 
investments. We may have our financial 
challenges, like all other countries, but 
our record of honouring our obligations is 
firmly intact. And to bolster our record, 
we have been making very good use of 
the foreign investments in this country, 
certainly in the transport and works 
portfolio areas. Indeed, recent reports 
from the Statistical Institute of Jamaica 
(STATIN), which pointed to a more-
than-projected rate of economic growth 
for the most recent quarter, pointed to 
investments in the development of the 
local infrastructure as having contributed 
significantly to the more-than-projected 
growth level.

The CCOJ Expo will raise the standard
 of exports to grow Jamaica

- The Honourable Mike Henry

Honourable Mike Henry, Minister 
of Transport and Works, in his 
speech at the Special Session of the 
Expo, outlined a number of mega 
projects being carried out by his 
ministry which will strategically 
position Jamaica for expanded trade 
opportunities.

Honourable Dr. Kenneth Baugh, 
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister 
of Foreign Affairs and Foreign Trade, 
President of the Jamaica Chamber of 
Commerce, Mr. Milton Samuda, Mr. 
Bruce Bowen, President and CEO of 
Scotiabank Group, Your Excellencies, 
Members of the Diplomatic Corps, 
Members of the Consular Corps, 
Honourable Lamartine Hollanda Jr., 
Director of the World Federation of 
Consuls, Chairman, FICAC South 
America Region, Exhibitors, Delegates 
from abroad, Distinguished ladies and 
gentlemen,
On behalf of the Consular Corps of 
Jamaica, it gives me great pleasure to 
welcome you all here this evening to 
the official opening of our International 

Trade Expo 2011.
One of the main functions of the Consul 
is the development of trade between the 
Sending and Receiving State. 
Our International Trade Expo is the 
only expo of its kind in the world 
where the Sending State sells directly 
to the Receiving State, developing a 
successful partnership between both 
countries.
Our International Trade Expo will 
contribute annually to the promotion of 
Kingston as another tourist destination, 
and will attract more businessmen from 
all over the world to come to Kingston 
to participate.
The Consular Corps of Jamaica’s 
International Trade Expo was created 
in Jamaica in 2002, and has gained 

in recognition and credibility to such 
an extent that the World Federation 
of Consuls has adopted the idea for 
its trade development programme 
worldwide.
This positive international response 
shows that Jamaica’s efforts, through 
her relationships and advocacy on the 
world stage, have been well recognised.
I take this opportunity to salute 
Honourable Dr. Kenneth Baugh, 
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister 
of Foreign Affairs and Foreign Trade, 
who, as our man at the helm, continues 
to lead the charge in the international 
community. 
It is safe to say that the Ministry 
which he leads, consistently displays a 
level of professionalism and expertise 

The Dean of the Consular Corps of 
Jamaica, The Honourable Arnold 
Foote OJ, at the Opening Ceremony, 
affirmed the Corps’ vision for the 
Expo as an avenue for developing new 
trade opportunities.

The Development of Trade is one of
 the main functions of the Consul

- The Honourable Arnold Foote

The Most Honourable Portia Simpson Miller, Leader of the Opposition, paid 
a visit to Expo 2011, and paused to exchange pleasantries with His Excellency 
The Most Honourable Sir Patrick Allen (centre), the Governor General of 
Jamaica and Honourable Arnold Foote Dean of the CCOJ.



1013

that of the promotion of inter-
country commerce.
Ladies and gentlemen, precisely 
because we live in challenging 
times, the recent news out of 
STATIN that the economy grew 
by 2.1% in the second quarter of 
this year, above the Government’s 
projection of 1.5%, is good news 
and emphasises what the private 
scetor has been insisting on: that 
the Government keeps the nation 
informed so as to blunt rumour and 
speculation and give an accurate 
report on the state of play with the 

economy and with the IMF and 
other multilaterals. 
News must not emanate from the 
verandahs of Saint Andrew. It 
must come from a Government 
committed to consistently 
informing its people and to telling 
the truth and to doing so regardless 
of the content of that truth. Truth is 
indispensible to trust. Trust is the 
connerstone of good governance. 
And good governance is essential 
to economic growth.
Ladies and gentlemen, in closing 
I now repeat what I said at the 

launch in August: 
“Given the economic context in 
which Jamaica finds itself, there 
can be no doubt that an increase in 
trade relations is vital to Jamaica’s 
economic future and to its export-
led growth strategy.  This Trade 
Expo is therefore both extremely 
timely and exceedingly vital and 
it gives me great pleasure to bring 
words of greetings and a pledge of 
support from the Jamaica Chamber 
of Commerce.” Good Evening. 

Mr Milton Samuda (second right), President of the Jamaica Chamber of Commerce (JCC), in conversation with 
His Excellency, The Most Honourable Sir Patrick Allen, Governor General, during his visit to the JCC booth.  Also 
in the photo are Mrs Thasya Chin-Fletcher (left) and Ms Maria McLaughlin, members of the JCC booth team.

which belies its staff complement and 
resources.
We all have our dreams for the growth 
of trade, but this requires not just 
thought but work. 
I thank everyone involved in this 
Expo 2011, both at the thought stage 
and at the work stage, and each and 
every one of you in the international 
community and the various agents of 
the Government of Jamaica for your 
support.
In touring Expo tonight, you are, in 
fact, visiting several countries, getting 
the benefit of exposure to their worlds 
of trade, without leaving Jamaica. No 
visas required.
On Monday, our keynote speaker will 
be Hon. L. Michael Henry, Minister 
of Transport and Works, and we will 
be giving recognition to the members 

of the staff at the VIP lounge at the 
Norman Manley Airport, for the 
excellent service that they have given to 
the Diplomatic Community in Jamaica.
On Tuesday, between 9.00am and 
1.00pm, the Scotiabank Group will 
be conducting a seminar on export 
financing, a subject which is very 
important to all of us, especially our 
Jamaican exporters.
 The Governor General of Jamaica, 
His Excellency The Most Honourable 
Sir Patrick Allen, will be honouring us 
with his presence on Tuesday October 
11th, at 6.00pm, when he will visit each 
booth and be our keynote speaker at 
the closing ceremony of Expo 2011. 
Afterwards he will present the 
Governor General’s Trophy to the 
winner of our Best Booth Competition 
at the awards ceremony.

Before closing, I would like to wish 
all exhibitors great success in all the 
business conducted during Expo 2011.
We hope that you will take time out 
after Expo to visit the historical sites 
of Kingston, enjoy yourselves and 
come back to Kingston next year to our 
International Trade Expo 2012.
I would like to give our sincere thanks 
and appreciation to our main sponsor, 
Mr Bruce Bowen, President and CEO 
of the Scotiabank Group, for the 
excellent support given to the Consular 
Corps of Jamaica for our Expo 2011. 
Mr. Bowen, your bank’s association 
with international trade is well known 
and respected, and we sincerely hope 
that you will continue to support 
our International Trade Expo which 
will continue to open the doors 
of international trade for Jamaica 

Mr Bruce Bowen (right), President and CEO of Scotia Group, receives an award of appreciation from the Dean of the Consular 
Corps of Jamaica (CCOJ), Honourable Arnold Foote.  The occasion was the Closing Ceremony of the CCOJ’s International 
Trade Expo 2011, held recently at the Grand Jamaica Ballroom of the Jamaica Pegasus Hotel.  The Scotia Group was the 
Expo’s main sponsor.

Thanks, Scotia Group

Continue from last page



His Excellency the Most 
Honourable Sir Patrick Allen, 
Governor General of Jamaica and 
Lady Allen; Dr the Honourable 
Kenneth Baugh, Deputy Prime 
Minister And Minister of Foreign 
Affairs and Foreign Trade and Mrs 
Baugh; the Honourable Arnold 
Foote OJ, Dean, CCOJ and Mrs 
Foote;
Chairman, Mr Grantley 
Stephenson, Vice Dean, CCOJ 
and Mrs Stephenson; Mr  Bruce 
Bowen, President and CEO of 
the Scotiabank Group; Your 
Excellencies of the Diplomatic 
Corps;
Members of the Consular Corps; 
distinguished ladies and gentlemen:
It gives me great pleasure this 
evening to represent the Jamaica 
Chamber of Commerce and to 
bring to this gathering warm 
greetings on behalf of its members, 
Board, Executive and, indeed, the 
wider private sector. 
In August, I was with you at the 
launch of this International Expo, 
lending visible support from the 
business community - firstly to 
this magnificent effort to further 
commercial and trade relations 
between Jamaica and the several 
countries represented in the CCOJ; 
and secondly, to the Honourable 
Arnold Foote as he continues 
his outstanding leadership of the 
CCOJ. 

But that visible support is reflected 
not simply in my presence then and 
now. It is also reflected in the JCC 
booth at this Expo and I invite you 
to ‘drop in’ and visit with us and 
learn about what it is that we do 
towards unleashing the power of 
business.  
Ladies and gentlemen, at such a 
challenging time in our history 

in which we are fighting for our 
very survival, we must take time 
to celebrate initiatives designed to 
aid that fight, to turn adversity to 
advantage; to leverage friendships; 
to urge our private sector to ramp 
up inbound and outbound trade so 
that we cease trying to beg our way 
out of our problems but work and 
earn our way out of our problems. 
It is in that vein that the Jamaica 
Chamber of Commerce salutes 
Honourable Arnold Foote for 
conceptualising and pioneering 
this International Trade Expo in 
2002, an initiative which has now 
been imitated in other jurisdictions, 
especially since 2005 when the 
World Federation of Consuls 
adopted the Expo. 
With approximately over 30 
participating countries and three 
days of business opportunity, 
cultural performances and the 
Scotiabank seminar, this imitative 
is designed to encourage trade 
and international cooperation; 
to promote Kingston for event-
based tourism; to provide a cost-
effective space in which the private 
sectors of different countries 
having Jamaica in common, can 
do direct business; to facilitate 
the dissemination of bilateral and 
multilateral trade information; 
and, very importantly, it allows the 
Consul to fulfill one of his or her 
most important responsibilities, 

Jamaica Chamber of Commerce
 pledges support for the CCOJ’s

 Trade Expo
- Milton Samuda

Mr Milton Samuda, President of the 
Jamaica Chamber of Commerce, in 
his remarks at the Opening Ceremony 
of Expo 2011, encouraged members 
of the private sector to participate in 
initiatives such as the International 
Trade Expo 2011.
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Scotiabank is very pleased to once again 
sponsor the International Trade Expo, 
which was first launched by the Consular 
Corps of Jamaica in October 2002. 
Scotiabank has a long relationship with 
the Consular Corps in Jamaica and, by 
extension, the International Trade Expo.  
We have been a sponsor of this event over 
the years as we regard it as an important 
one that will help in building alliances 
and partnerships in many sectors, while 
having the potential to support economic 
growth both here in Jamaica and the 
countries represented in the Expo. 
I must acknowledge and congratulate 
the Consular Corps for the critical role it 
plays in the nation’s business by acting as 
catalysts and facilitators of trade. 

The Importance of Trade 
One of the principal goals of the 
International Trade Expo is to promote 
and facilitate trade between Jamaica 
and the major trade partners. The value 
of international trade is becoming 
increasingly clear: 
−to Jamaica’s manufacturers and 
agricultural producers international 
trade offers export opportunities, which 
in turn supports domestic GDP growth, 
increases employment and increases 
investment in plant and equipment. 
−to Jamaican consumers, international 
trade increases choices for goods and 
services. With increased choices and 
competition the consumer should receive 
greater value in terms of price and 
quality. 
−to the Information Technology sector, 
international trade provides easy access 
to many markets globally. 
−Additionally, international trade builds 
relationships globally, fostering dialogue, 
allowing us to benefit from the best of 
what other countries has to offer while 

creating opportunities for direct foreign 
investment. 

Scotiabank Supports Trade Efforts
For us at Scotiabank, the creation, 
promotion and expansion of trade is very 
important.  In fact, it was through trade 
that the Bank of Nova Scotia opened its 
first branch here in Jamaica in 1889.
Our history notes that “a barter trade had 
long existed between Nova Scotia and 
Jamaica, involving salted cod, lumber, 
and potatoes in exchange for rum and 
molasses.  As trade expanded during the 
middle of the 19th century, however, the 
limitations of the barter system became 
increasingly apparent.  For the Halifax 

merchants, the establishment of the Bank 
of Nova Scotia in Kingston offered the 
best means of placing the trade on a 
monetary basis.
“Other factors also suggested that it was 
time for the Bank to set up a presence in 
Jamaica. By the 1880’s new steamship 
connections were in place and Jamaica 
was beginning to develop a tourist 
industry.    Interest in close trade relations 
between Canada and Jamaica was also 
on the rise.  As part of this trend, trade 
commissioners from Jamaica visited 
Canada in 1884 and 1885.  By 1889, about 
nine percent of Jamaica’s imports came 
from Canada whilst just over two percent 
of exports went there.”
I share this with you to underscore the 
importance of trade amongst countries 
and nations in the creation of industries 
and economies.  
Scotiabank has played a pivotal role 
in providing trade financing and other 
unique and customised trade solutions 
and as our global footprint increases with 
operations in over 50 countries around the 
world, we are in an advantageous position 
to facilitate export from Jamaica to 
Jamaica’s traditional and non-traditional 
trade partners around the world.

Scotiabank’s Business Seminar
As a move to fuel further economic 
growth, on Tuesday October 11, 2011 at 
9:30am, Scotiabank will host a seminar 
on International Trade Financing, which 
will be facilitated by our Corporate 
Commercial Banking Center and experts 
from across key industries.
 
In closing, I wish to congratulate the 
Consular Corp for once again hosting this 
expo and we look forward to long lasting 
benefits as a result.
Thank you.

Mr Bruce Bowen, President and CEO 
of Scotia Group, in his remarks at 
the Opening Ceremony of the Expo, 
underscored the importance of trade 
among countries and nations in the 
creation of industries and economies.

Scotiabank plays a pivotal role
 in providing Trade Financing

- Bruce Bowen

Continue on next page



His Excellency the Most 
Honourable Sir Patrick Allen, 
Governor General of Jamaica and 
Lady Allen; Dr the Honourable 
Kenneth Baugh, Deputy Prime 
Minister And Minister of Foreign 
Affairs and Foreign Trade and Mrs 
Baugh; the Honourable Arnold 
Foote OJ, Dean, CCOJ and Mrs 
Foote;
Chairman, Mr Grantley 
Stephenson, Vice Dean, CCOJ 
and Mrs Stephenson; Mr  Bruce 
Bowen, President and CEO of 
the Scotiabank Group; Your 
Excellencies of the Diplomatic 
Corps;
Members of the Consular Corps; 
distinguished ladies and gentlemen:
It gives me great pleasure this 
evening to represent the Jamaica 
Chamber of Commerce and to 
bring to this gathering warm 
greetings on behalf of its members, 
Board, Executive and, indeed, the 
wider private sector. 
In August, I was with you at the 
launch of this International Expo, 
lending visible support from the 
business community - firstly to 
this magnificent effort to further 
commercial and trade relations 
between Jamaica and the several 
countries represented in the CCOJ; 
and secondly, to the Honourable 
Arnold Foote as he continues 
his outstanding leadership of the 
CCOJ. 

But that visible support is reflected 
not simply in my presence then and 
now. It is also reflected in the JCC 
booth at this Expo and I invite you 
to ‘drop in’ and visit with us and 
learn about what it is that we do 
towards unleashing the power of 
business.  
Ladies and gentlemen, at such a 
challenging time in our history 

in which we are fighting for our 
very survival, we must take time 
to celebrate initiatives designed to 
aid that fight, to turn adversity to 
advantage; to leverage friendships; 
to urge our private sector to ramp 
up inbound and outbound trade so 
that we cease trying to beg our way 
out of our problems but work and 
earn our way out of our problems. 
It is in that vein that the Jamaica 
Chamber of Commerce salutes 
Honourable Arnold Foote for 
conceptualising and pioneering 
this International Trade Expo in 
2002, an initiative which has now 
been imitated in other jurisdictions, 
especially since 2005 when the 
World Federation of Consuls 
adopted the Expo. 
With approximately over 30 
participating countries and three 
days of business opportunity, 
cultural performances and the 
Scotiabank seminar, this imitative 
is designed to encourage trade 
and international cooperation; 
to promote Kingston for event-
based tourism; to provide a cost-
effective space in which the private 
sectors of different countries 
having Jamaica in common, can 
do direct business; to facilitate 
the dissemination of bilateral and 
multilateral trade information; 
and, very importantly, it allows the 
Consul to fulfill one of his or her 
most important responsibilities, 

Jamaica Chamber of Commerce
 pledges support for the CCOJ’s

 Trade Expo
- Milton Samuda

Mr Milton Samuda, President of the 
Jamaica Chamber of Commerce, in 
his remarks at the Opening Ceremony 
of Expo 2011, encouraged members 
of the private sector to participate in 
initiatives such as the International 
Trade Expo 2011.
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Scotiabank is very pleased to once again 
sponsor the International Trade Expo, 
which was first launched by the Consular 
Corps of Jamaica in October 2002. 
Scotiabank has a long relationship with 
the Consular Corps in Jamaica and, by 
extension, the International Trade Expo.  
We have been a sponsor of this event over 
the years as we regard it as an important 
one that will help in building alliances 
and partnerships in many sectors, while 
having the potential to support economic 
growth both here in Jamaica and the 
countries represented in the Expo. 
I must acknowledge and congratulate 
the Consular Corps for the critical role it 
plays in the nation’s business by acting as 
catalysts and facilitators of trade. 

The Importance of Trade 
One of the principal goals of the 
International Trade Expo is to promote 
and facilitate trade between Jamaica 
and the major trade partners. The value 
of international trade is becoming 
increasingly clear: 
−to Jamaica’s manufacturers and 
agricultural producers international 
trade offers export opportunities, which 
in turn supports domestic GDP growth, 
increases employment and increases 
investment in plant and equipment. 
−to Jamaican consumers, international 
trade increases choices for goods and 
services. With increased choices and 
competition the consumer should receive 
greater value in terms of price and 
quality. 
−to the Information Technology sector, 
international trade provides easy access 
to many markets globally. 
−Additionally, international trade builds 
relationships globally, fostering dialogue, 
allowing us to benefit from the best of 
what other countries has to offer while 

creating opportunities for direct foreign 
investment. 

Scotiabank Supports Trade Efforts
For us at Scotiabank, the creation, 
promotion and expansion of trade is very 
important.  In fact, it was through trade 
that the Bank of Nova Scotia opened its 
first branch here in Jamaica in 1889.
Our history notes that “a barter trade had 
long existed between Nova Scotia and 
Jamaica, involving salted cod, lumber, 
and potatoes in exchange for rum and 
molasses.  As trade expanded during the 
middle of the 19th century, however, the 
limitations of the barter system became 
increasingly apparent.  For the Halifax 

merchants, the establishment of the Bank 
of Nova Scotia in Kingston offered the 
best means of placing the trade on a 
monetary basis.
“Other factors also suggested that it was 
time for the Bank to set up a presence in 
Jamaica. By the 1880’s new steamship 
connections were in place and Jamaica 
was beginning to develop a tourist 
industry.    Interest in close trade relations 
between Canada and Jamaica was also 
on the rise.  As part of this trend, trade 
commissioners from Jamaica visited 
Canada in 1884 and 1885.  By 1889, about 
nine percent of Jamaica’s imports came 
from Canada whilst just over two percent 
of exports went there.”
I share this with you to underscore the 
importance of trade amongst countries 
and nations in the creation of industries 
and economies.  
Scotiabank has played a pivotal role 
in providing trade financing and other 
unique and customised trade solutions 
and as our global footprint increases with 
operations in over 50 countries around the 
world, we are in an advantageous position 
to facilitate export from Jamaica to 
Jamaica’s traditional and non-traditional 
trade partners around the world.

Scotiabank’s Business Seminar
As a move to fuel further economic 
growth, on Tuesday October 11, 2011 at 
9:30am, Scotiabank will host a seminar 
on International Trade Financing, which 
will be facilitated by our Corporate 
Commercial Banking Center and experts 
from across key industries.
 
In closing, I wish to congratulate the 
Consular Corp for once again hosting this 
expo and we look forward to long lasting 
benefits as a result.
Thank you.

Mr Bruce Bowen, President and CEO 
of Scotia Group, in his remarks at 
the Opening Ceremony of the Expo, 
underscored the importance of trade 
among countries and nations in the 
creation of industries and economies.

Scotiabank plays a pivotal role
 in providing Trade Financing

- Bruce Bowen

Continue on next page
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that of the promotion of inter-
country commerce.
Ladies and gentlemen, precisely 
because we live in challenging 
times, the recent news out of 
STATIN that the economy grew 
by 2.1% in the second quarter of 
this year, above the Government’s 
projection of 1.5%, is good news 
and emphasises what the private 
scetor has been insisting on: that 
the Government keeps the nation 
informed so as to blunt rumour and 
speculation and give an accurate 
report on the state of play with the 

economy and with the IMF and 
other multilaterals. 
News must not emanate from the 
verandahs of Saint Andrew. It 
must come from a Government 
committed to consistently 
informing its people and to telling 
the truth and to doing so regardless 
of the content of that truth. Truth is 
indispensible to trust. Trust is the 
connerstone of good governance. 
And good governance is essential 
to economic growth.
Ladies and gentlemen, in closing 
I now repeat what I said at the 

launch in August: 
“Given the economic context in 
which Jamaica finds itself, there 
can be no doubt that an increase in 
trade relations is vital to Jamaica’s 
economic future and to its export-
led growth strategy.  This Trade 
Expo is therefore both extremely 
timely and exceedingly vital and 
it gives me great pleasure to bring 
words of greetings and a pledge of 
support from the Jamaica Chamber 
of Commerce.” Good Evening. 

Mr Milton Samuda (second right), President of the Jamaica Chamber of Commerce (JCC), in conversation with 
His Excellency, The Most Honourable Sir Patrick Allen, Governor General, during his visit to the JCC booth.  Also 
in the photo are Mrs Thasya Chin-Fletcher (left) and Ms Maria McLaughlin, members of the JCC booth team.

which belies its staff complement and 
resources.
We all have our dreams for the growth 
of trade, but this requires not just 
thought but work. 
I thank everyone involved in this 
Expo 2011, both at the thought stage 
and at the work stage, and each and 
every one of you in the international 
community and the various agents of 
the Government of Jamaica for your 
support.
In touring Expo tonight, you are, in 
fact, visiting several countries, getting 
the benefit of exposure to their worlds 
of trade, without leaving Jamaica. No 
visas required.
On Monday, our keynote speaker will 
be Hon. L. Michael Henry, Minister 
of Transport and Works, and we will 
be giving recognition to the members 

of the staff at the VIP lounge at the 
Norman Manley Airport, for the 
excellent service that they have given to 
the Diplomatic Community in Jamaica.
On Tuesday, between 9.00am and 
1.00pm, the Scotiabank Group will 
be conducting a seminar on export 
financing, a subject which is very 
important to all of us, especially our 
Jamaican exporters.
 The Governor General of Jamaica, 
His Excellency The Most Honourable 
Sir Patrick Allen, will be honouring us 
with his presence on Tuesday October 
11th, at 6.00pm, when he will visit each 
booth and be our keynote speaker at 
the closing ceremony of Expo 2011. 
Afterwards he will present the 
Governor General’s Trophy to the 
winner of our Best Booth Competition 
at the awards ceremony.

Before closing, I would like to wish 
all exhibitors great success in all the 
business conducted during Expo 2011.
We hope that you will take time out 
after Expo to visit the historical sites 
of Kingston, enjoy yourselves and 
come back to Kingston next year to our 
International Trade Expo 2012.
I would like to give our sincere thanks 
and appreciation to our main sponsor, 
Mr Bruce Bowen, President and CEO 
of the Scotiabank Group, for the 
excellent support given to the Consular 
Corps of Jamaica for our Expo 2011. 
Mr. Bowen, your bank’s association 
with international trade is well known 
and respected, and we sincerely hope 
that you will continue to support 
our International Trade Expo which 
will continue to open the doors 
of international trade for Jamaica 

Mr Bruce Bowen (right), President and CEO of Scotia Group, receives an award of appreciation from the Dean of the Consular 
Corps of Jamaica (CCOJ), Honourable Arnold Foote.  The occasion was the Closing Ceremony of the CCOJ’s International 
Trade Expo 2011, held recently at the Grand Jamaica Ballroom of the Jamaica Pegasus Hotel.  The Scotia Group was the 
Expo’s main sponsor.

Thanks, Scotia Group

Continue from last page
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Honourable Mike Henry, Minister 
of Transport and Works, spoke at a 
Special Session of the International 
Trade Expo 2011 on Monday, October 
10.  The following is an excerpt of 
Minister Henry’s speech.

It is a really exciting time to address an 
impressive gathering like this on the 
matter of trade and investment globally, 
and the imperative opportunities here 
in Jamaica. Of course, I do not have 
portfolio responsibility for either trade or 
investment in Jamaica, but if I do say so 
myself, I have been integral to the process 
of fostering, attracting and ensuring the 
implementation of some of the largest 
investment projects across the country 
over recent years. I say this because it 
is the national investment climate that I 
wish to focus on this evening.
With investment and trade running 
virtually parallel on the global stage, a 
country can only engage in international 
trade to the extent of its earnings from 
the economic activities that are generated 
by the overall investments and earning 
among its people, and the foreign 
investments it is able to attract.
In terms of such foreign investments 
in Jamaica, I have, for example, been 
associated with of the development of the 
new Falmouth Cruise Pier in Trelawny, 
which was opened earlier this year. 
Another huge public project, the 
Palisadoes Shoreline Protection and 
Rehabilitation Programme in Eastern 
Kingston.
Need I mention the Jamaica Development 
Infrastructure Programme (JDIP), the 
largest single investment in infrastructure 
rehabilitation and development in 
Jamaica’s history?
Indeed, what the country is now yearning 
for are the mega projects on the horizon 
to boost economic growth even more 

impressively than have been recorded 
over the last two quarters. It is with 
such economic spark that our capacity 
for foreign trade will grow and keep on 
growing. 
So the Caymanas economic development 
is heavily under focus, as too, the 
Vernamfield development, the Kingston 
Harbour/Fort Augusta development, the 
Tinson Pen Logistics Centre and so on. As 
the portfolio minister, I can happily inform 
you of the progress with the Vernamfield, 
Fort Augusta and Tinson Pen projects. I 
can indicate that Cabinet has signed off 
on the Vernamfield development, which 

will now move from the Memorandum 
of Understanding stage to the formation 
of a joint venture partnership to begin 
the exciting implementation of the mega 
project.
Vernamfield has the kind of scope for 
levels of national and regional economic 
impact that very few other ongoing 
projects can rival within the region. 
This is because of the logistics involved, 
which pit Jamaica as the most ideal 
point regionally, to develop a major 
aviation centre and cargo transfer hub 
to complement the extensive air cargo 
transfer needs that will arise from the 
opening up of the expanded Panama 
Canal in 2014. This development will put 
Jamaica at the very heart of the regional 
trading arrangements, as we tap into 
the vast air cargo transfer market which 
will be associated with break bulk cargo 
transfer needs across the region. Then we 
will begin to really tap the possibilities 
of two of the main sectors offering 
really great opportunities to develop our 
economy - aviation and shipping - in 
terms of both trade and transfers.
It should be recognised that Jamaica offers 
a very good climate for foreign direct 
investments. We may have our financial 
challenges, like all other countries, but 
our record of honouring our obligations is 
firmly intact. And to bolster our record, 
we have been making very good use of 
the foreign investments in this country, 
certainly in the transport and works 
portfolio areas. Indeed, recent reports 
from the Statistical Institute of Jamaica 
(STATIN), which pointed to a more-
than-projected rate of economic growth 
for the most recent quarter, pointed to 
investments in the development of the 
local infrastructure as having contributed 
significantly to the more-than-projected 
growth level.

The CCOJ Expo will raise the standard
 of exports to grow Jamaica

- The Honourable Mike Henry

Honourable Mike Henry, Minister 
of Transport and Works, in his 
speech at the Special Session of the 
Expo, outlined a number of mega 
projects being carried out by his 
ministry which will strategically 
position Jamaica for expanded trade 
opportunities.

Honourable Dr. Kenneth Baugh, 
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister 
of Foreign Affairs and Foreign Trade, 
President of the Jamaica Chamber of 
Commerce, Mr. Milton Samuda, Mr. 
Bruce Bowen, President and CEO of 
Scotiabank Group, Your Excellencies, 
Members of the Diplomatic Corps, 
Members of the Consular Corps, 
Honourable Lamartine Hollanda Jr., 
Director of the World Federation of 
Consuls, Chairman, FICAC South 
America Region, Exhibitors, Delegates 
from abroad, Distinguished ladies and 
gentlemen,
On behalf of the Consular Corps of 
Jamaica, it gives me great pleasure to 
welcome you all here this evening to 
the official opening of our International 

Trade Expo 2011.
One of the main functions of the Consul 
is the development of trade between the 
Sending and Receiving State. 
Our International Trade Expo is the 
only expo of its kind in the world 
where the Sending State sells directly 
to the Receiving State, developing a 
successful partnership between both 
countries.
Our International Trade Expo will 
contribute annually to the promotion of 
Kingston as another tourist destination, 
and will attract more businessmen from 
all over the world to come to Kingston 
to participate.
The Consular Corps of Jamaica’s 
International Trade Expo was created 
in Jamaica in 2002, and has gained 

in recognition and credibility to such 
an extent that the World Federation 
of Consuls has adopted the idea for 
its trade development programme 
worldwide.
This positive international response 
shows that Jamaica’s efforts, through 
her relationships and advocacy on the 
world stage, have been well recognised.
I take this opportunity to salute 
Honourable Dr. Kenneth Baugh, 
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister 
of Foreign Affairs and Foreign Trade, 
who, as our man at the helm, continues 
to lead the charge in the international 
community. 
It is safe to say that the Ministry 
which he leads, consistently displays a 
level of professionalism and expertise 

The Dean of the Consular Corps of 
Jamaica, The Honourable Arnold 
Foote OJ, at the Opening Ceremony, 
affirmed the Corps’ vision for the 
Expo as an avenue for developing new 
trade opportunities.

The Development of Trade is one of
 the main functions of the Consul

- The Honourable Arnold Foote

The Most Honourable Portia Simpson Miller, Leader of the Opposition, paid 
a visit to Expo 2011, and paused to exchange pleasantries with His Excellency 
The Most Honourable Sir Patrick Allen (centre), the Governor General of 
Jamaica and Honourable Arnold Foote Dean of the CCOJ.
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Mrs Sancia Templer, President of 
JAMPRO, Jamaica’s trade promotion 
organisation, spoke at the Special 
Session of the Expo, on Monday 
October 10.  The following is an excerpt 
of Mrs Templer’s address: 

It is my distinct pleasure this evening to 
bring remarks from JAMPRO at this year’s 
International Trade Expo and I wish to 
congratulate and commend the Consular 
Corps under the leadership of its Dean, the 
Honourable Arnold Foote, for reviving the 
Expo following its dormancy for a while.  
Trade expositions continue to provide 
participating countries and their private 
sectors with key opportunities to interact 
with buyers and sellers within the global 
market place and the International Trade 
Expo presents a forum for such interactions, 
which provides for the exchange of 
information about customs, products and 
business practices of other countries.
Jamaica’s sustained growth and 
development are dependent on its ability 
to increase production, to expand exports 
in goods and services and to create jobs. In 
this context, the Government is constantly 
seeking ways to create an environment for 
stimulating business activities. 
To this end, Jamaica is focused on the 
implementation of its National Development 
Plan – Vision 2030 Jamaica - as well as the 
country’s National Export Strategy. 
The National Export Strategy is a private/
public sector initiative of JAMPRO, with 
our key partner being the Jamaica Exporters 
Association (JEA), geared towards the 
implementation of various initiatives which 
could impact favourably on Jamaica’s 
performance in the export markets and 
equip exporters to compete more effectively. 
It is our belief at JAMPRO, that Jamaica’s 
export sector holds great potential for 
much of Jamaica’s future prosperity and 
prospective revenues.  

Background information
As most of you are aware, Jamaica’s 
economy is heavily dependent on trade. 
Our vast resources of bauxite and alumina 
allow us to export significant quantities of 
both commodities. Other key export items 
include sugar, rum, coffee, yams, beverages, 
tobacco, chemicals, wearing apparel and 
mineral fuels. 
On the other hand, we import most of 
our food and other consumer goods in 
addition to industrial supplies, fuel, parts 
and accessories of capital goods, machinery 
and transport equipment and construction 
materials.
As a result, Jamaica has a sizeable 
merchandise trade deficit where, in recent 

years, imports are more than triple the value 
of exports.  Jamaica’s total exports in 2010 
had an estimated value of US$1.337 billion 
while imports were valued at US$5.227 
billion. Most of this imbalance is due largely 
to large-scale import of oil and food items. 

JAMPRO’s Role in Trade
The Jamaica Promotions Corporation of 
JAMPRO was established to address the 
issues of the trade balance.  Specifically, it is 
the mandate of the organisation to increase 
exports through the aggressive promotion 
of Jamaican-made products in international 
markets.
!n doing so over the years, JAMPRO has 
focused on three main areas:
1. Exporter Registration – JAMPRO 
is the government entity charged with 
facilitating the registration of exporters in 
Jamaica. As such, JAMPRO expands the 
exporting community base by an average 
of 200 companies and individuals per 
year. Underpinning this is the significant 
development work that JAMPRO 
undertakes with companies and individuals 
that have the capacity or potential capacity 
to export to bring them to the point of a 
registered exporter. 
2. Secondly, JAMPRO places significant 
emphasis on expanding the number of 
exporters and products going into existing 
markets, such as the USA, Canada and the 
UK.  This entails taking new companies 
or new products into the market and 
introducing them to both new and existing 
distributors with a view to converting trade 
contacts into distributor contracts and 
ultimately increased export sales for our 
clients.
3. Lastly, but most significantly for 
the group here this evening, JAMPRO 
focuses on expanding the number of 
markets that existing and new exporters can 
access. This could be new regions in the 
USA or UK, or new countries altogether.  

Mrs Sancia Templer, President of 
JAMPRO, in her remarks at the 
Special Evening Session of the Expo 
on Monday, October 10, endorsed the 
event and affirmed its potential role in 
trade development.

Mrs. Sancia Templer, President of JAMPRO, 
congratulates the CCOJ on the return of its 

International Trade Expo 2011

openness and the elimination of trade 
distortions has systematically liberalised 
our economy.  Even though as a nation 
we may not have reaped the intended 
benefits of openness we have not flagged 
in our commitment to it as a principle. 
Our degree of trade openness to GDP as 
a small island economy is very high—
90%.  We are a trade-dependent nation; 
that is why an expo like this is very 
important to us. Our size dictates our 
commitment to trade.   
  I know that in this audience are many 
friends of Jamaica; people who are 
partners in our development; people 
who believe in us and who stand in 
solidarity with us, as we eagerly set 
about to raise the living standards of 
our people. Your presence here today 
demonstrates your support for us. The 
fact that you see us as worthy business 
partners is an expression of confidence 

in our future. Jamaica, I want to assure 
you, will honour that confidence reposed 
in us. We are committed to first-class 
production of goods and services. 
We are committed to benchmarking 
our goods and services to the highest 
international standards.
We are committed to building an 
economy which is characterised 
by macroeconomic stability, 
competitiveness, fiscal responsibility, 
trade dynamism and good governance 
principles. Your support for our efforts 
is crucial. Our partnership is critical.
As Governor General, I am pleased to 
be associated with this International 
Trade Expo and even more delighted 
to offer the Governor General’s Trophy 
to the best exhibitor. I congratulate 
and commend all participants and 
hope you will be back next year for a 
bigger and even better expo. Special 

congratulations, of course, to our best 
booth winner. Thanks for your example. 
You have inspired the others.  I caution 
that you can’t rest easily on your laurels 
for others will be coming to snatch that 
prize from you next year.
I congratulate the Hon. Arnold Foote 
again for the fine leg work he had to 
display to pull this all together. The only 
reward for work, as they say, is even 
more work, so I know, Arnold, you have 
a lot of work to do for next year’s expo 
and I know you are   eagerly  looking 
forward  to your World Confederation in 
Monaco next year, too.
It is my pleasure to be with you, ladies 
and gentlemen, on this final day of 
your successful expo. Let us keep the 
cooperation going as we mutually 
support one another for growth and 
prosperity.  I thank you.

His Excellency The Most Honourable Sir Patrick Allen, Governor General of Jamaica noting elements of the Kingston 
Wharves booth during his tour of the Expo.  Looking on are Mr Bruce Bowen (left), President and CEO of Scotia Group, 
Honourable Arnold Foote, Dean of the CCOJ, and Ms Juline Jackson a member of the Kingston Wharves team.  
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Last year for example, we took a group 
of exporters to the SIAL Show in France.  
It was a completely new market, but 
JAMPRO was able to secure meetings with 
distributors and a number of trade leads 
were reported by the clients.
In fact, a number of our clients noted that 
they met their own objectives in attending 
the show for the first time, which mainly 
included market research and access 
information.

Targeting Regional Markets
The fact is we have historically put a 
lot of focus on our traditional markets – 
North America and the UK in particular, 
but JAMPRO is cognisant that new 
regions such as the Caribbean represents 
a great opportunity for trade.   In fact, 
with a population of around 10 million, 
CARIFORUM represents a very viable 
market (not something to be scoffed at).
A significant implication of the CARICOM 
Single Market, which has been agreed on 
for some years now, is the removal of intra-
regional barriers on the movement of goods 
and services.  However, companies have not 
fully capitalised on the opportunities which 
this presents.
The intra-regional market, and therefore the 
effective functioning of the single market, 
is of high importance to Jamaica’s private 
sector and overall economy. JAMPRO, 

as a leading trade promotion organisation 
(TPO) in the region stands ready to play its 
part in facilitating robust trade between our 
countries in our mutual interest. 
To this end, JAMPRO has embarked upon 
a number of initiatives designed to sensitise 
exporters to the trading opportunities in the 
Caribbean.  These have primarily been in 
the staging of seminars and participation in 
trade shows.
But JAMPRO’s focus is not just on the 
Caribbean region as we seek to enter wider 
markets across the globe. One very topical 
market these days is Venezuela and the 
opportunities presented by the Petro-Caribe 
Agreement.
The increasing demand for our products 
worldwide, outstanding performance of 
our athletes, annual visitor arrivals, and 
appeal of our music are a testament to 
our international reach and our brand 
recognition. 
Notably the event will be taking place in 
a year when Jamaica celebrates our 50th 
Anniversary of Independence; and a year 
when the brand will again be highlighted 
in the sporting arena through the Olympics 
London 2012.
Expo Jamaica 2012 will build on our 
global brand recognition. It will further 
promote the world-class quality products 
and services that Jamaica has to offer, in 
an effort to expand exports to international 

markets.  We expect to have on show 
over 2000 quality products and over 200 
exhibitors from 15 industries.
During this event, we welcome buyers to 
our beautiful island Jamaica to sample our 
products and to enjoy an authentic Jamaican 
experience. 
We have set some ambitious targets related 
to this event, namely the participation of 
125 international buyers from a minimum 
of 10 target markets and the facilitation of 
150 business-matching meetings.
To date, JAMPRO has secured the 
registration of 43 buyers.
We will therefore be seeking the assistance 
and partnership of the Consular Corps 
in disseminating information related 
to this event and supporting our buyer-
recruitment efforts. 
JAMPRO is particularly keen to host 
groups of buyers from the various 
countries, and our team is preparing to 
extend courtesies to these businesspersons.  
We would welcome the opportunity to 
meet with each of you to explore unique 
buyer targeting approaches. 

We look forward to working with you 
all as we seek to achieve a shared vision 
of sustained economic development 
through trade and investment to enable an 
improved quality of life for all Jamaicans.  
Thank you.

Ms. Delaine Morgan, Vice President - Trade and Business Development, JAMPRO, speaking with the Honourable 
Mike Henry, Minister of Transport & Works, at the JAMPRO booth during the Expo.

to make the point that there is much 
value in international collaboration, 
cooperation and partnership. Today 
it remains an important index of the 
state of relationship between nations.  
When relationships between States 
begin to break down and when tensions 
mount, the cracks begin to appear in 
trade. Trade wars usually begin before 
military conflict. Frosty relationships 
usually manifest in restrictive trade. 
So our international expo is indicative 
of the healthy relationships which exist 
among us as States.  It is indicative of our 
recognition that trade is not just a vital 
component of economic development, 
but of harmonious diplomatic relations.
We are just emerging from a global 
crisis which demanded a high degree of 
international coordination. At the onset 
of the global crisis in 2008 many worried 
that nations would resort to protectionist 

measures to safeguard their own fragile 
economies.   Many worried that the 
world would once again be plunged into 
another era of restrictive trade as well 
as tariffs and non-tariff barriers. There 
were fears that the tremendous progress 
recorded in terms of liberalisation of 
trade would be reversed in light of the 
global crisis.  But, happily, the latest 
UNCTAD Trade and Development 
Report 2011 indicates that restrictive 
measures on imports recorded by the 
WTO remained modest—just 0.6% 
of total G-20 imports—and so far  no 
significant increase in trade barriers 
has been recorded. In fact, international 
trade rebounded in 2010 after having 
registered its greatest downturn since 
World War Two after this global crisis. 
It is important to bear in mind, ladies 
and gentlemen, that this rebounding of 
international trade has been facilitated 

by the high degree of coordination of 
action which took place in the face of 
the global economic crisis. States came 
together and hammered out common 
positions that would work in the 
inertest of the international community. 
The level of international solidarity 
displayed was heartwarming as it was 
indispensable.   
You as Trade Consuls, are committed 
to cooperation. That is the essence 
of what you do. Your States are the 
beneficiaries of your relentless efforts to 
promote trade and economic relations. 
We in Jamaica are deeply committed to 
international trade and liberalization. In 
fact, that our record in supporting open 
trade and in reducing trade barriers has 
been one of the most impressive in the 
developing world.
Jamaica by its own initiative and 
through its own commitment to trade 

His Excellency Frederic Meurice, Belgian Ambassador, discusses products of interest with His Excellency The Most 
Honourable Sir Patrick Allen, Governor General of Jamaica, in the Belgium booth at CCOJ’s Expo 2011.

Continue from last page
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Synergy with other institutions and 
organizations is consistent with the 
Blue Ocean Strategy philosophy which 
has been adopted by the Caribbean 
Maritime Institute (CMI) since 2006. 
This philosophy translates into the 
establishment of borderless strategic 
partnerships for the mutual benefit 
and advancement of each partner. 
In a bid to expand its access, the CMI 
on Monday, October 10, 2011, signed 
a Memorandum of Understanding 
(MOU) with the Dominican 
Republic’s Autoridad National de 
Asuntos Maritimos (ANAMAR), at 
the recently held Consular Corps of 
Jamaica (CCOJ) International Trade 
Expo 2011, at the Jamaica Pegasus 
Hotel, Kingston. There to witness the 
signing were the Minister of Transport 
and Works, Honourable L. Michael 

Henry and the President of the World 
Federation of Consuls, Honourable 
Arnold Foote. Under this partnership, 
the CMI seeks to establish new market 
space globally, including the Spanish-
speaking markets.
The scope of the collaboration includes 
the CMI’s provision of professional 
maritime education, training, 
research, consultancy, student and 
lecturer exchange and related skills to 
facilitate the training and certification 
of Domingian Nationals.
Over the last three (3) years, the 
Institute has been focusing on 
expanding its access to attract students 
from beyond the Caribbean borders, 
including from countries such as 
Romania, Turkey, Peru and Indonesia.
Of significance is the number of 
Peruvian students who have enrolled in 

the Maritime Institute’s programmes; 
and this trend is expected continue as 
the CMI’s brand becomes more widely 
recognised internationally. 
The first phase of the cooperation 
with ANAMAR will be the setting 
up of a CMI satellite campus in 
the Dominican Republic, focusing 
initially on training and certification of 
marine and professional students. This 
campus will serve South and Central 
American countries, in particular, 
Peru, Honduras and El Salvador.
The second phase of the programme 
will see the Institute expanding the 
training to include degrees in Logistics 
and Supply Chain Management 
and Port Management in addition 
to programmes in the technical/
vocational areas.

The Memorandum of Understanding between Jamaica and the Dominican Republic will allow the Caribbean Maritime Institute 
(CMI) to provide professional training and certification for Dominican Republican seafarers. Mr Ibrahim Ajagunna, Director of 
Academic Studies, CMI, signs on behalf of the CMI, while looking on are (from left to right) Mr Milton Samuda, President of the 
Jamaica Chamber of Commerce, Honourable Mike Henry, Minister of Transport and Works, Honourable Arnold Foote, Dean of 
the CCOJ, Mr Eron McLean, Director of Corporate Planning and Administration, CMI, and Mr Rosendo Alvarez of the Dominican 
Republic’s maritime authority, Autoridad National de Asuntos Maritimos (ANAMAR).

Jamaica and Dominican Republic sign 
agreement at CCOJ Expo 2011

His Excellency the Most Honourable Sir Patrick Allen, 
Governor General of Jamaica, speaking at the closing 
Ceremony of the Expo.  The Governor General also 
sponsored the top award for Best Booth of the Expo, 
The Governor General’s Trophy.

His Excellency the Most Honourable Sir Patrick Allen, Governor General of 
Jamaica with (from left) the Honourable Arnold Foote Dean of the CCOJ, 
Mr Bruce Bowen, President and CEO of Scotiabank Group, which was the main 
sponsor for the Expo, and Mr Robert Scott, Honorary Consul of Latvia, and 
Master of Ceremonies for the evening’s programme.

Jamaica deeply committed
 to International Trade

- The Most Honourable Sir Patrick Allen

The Governor General, His Excellency 
the Most Honourable Sir Patrick Allen 
ON, GCMG, CD, in his address at the 
Closing Ceremony of Expo 2011, said: 

May I express my delight at the 
opportunity to participate in this 
international trade expo, organised by 
the Consular Corps of Jamaica under the 
able and energetic leadership of the Hon. 
Arnold Foote.
This international expo was first 
launched in 2002 and while there was 
a brief break in its staging, I am happy 
to see that it has returned with relish. I 
congratulate all of those who worked so 
tirelessly to make this expo a reality. I 
am well aware of the kind of planning 
an event such as this involves. May I also 

congratulate all the exhibitors, both on 
your participation and on the quality of 
the exhibits.
The concept of this international expo 
is one which recommends itself. Indeed, 
this is borne out by the fact that the 
World Federation of Consuls in 2005 
adopted the international expo as part of 
its own programme and now this expo 
is being staged in a number of countries 
worldwide. Success naturally bears 
repetition.
The importance of trade goes way  beyond 
the economic benefits derived from the 
trading nations. Trade is not just about 
prosperity.  It is about relationships. It is 
about peace, stability, global order and 
development. It has long been a truism 
in international relations that trade is a 

critical component of any strategy for 
building a peaceful global order. 
Trade has for long been seen by 
geopolitical specialists as an antidote to 
war, and it has been the accepted wisdom 
that nations with strong trading links don’t 
generally go to war with one another.  It 
is when trade has broken down, when it 
is weak, when it is disrupted; it is when 
States have no stake in preserving peace 
that they go to war with each other. Trade 
was promoted in previous centuries not 
just as a means of nations demonstrating 
the logic of comparative advantage, but 
as a means of dis-incentivising war.
The role of trade in international 
development is a fascinating study 
but we need not be detained by the 
historical survey today. It is sufficient 

Continue on next page
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Poland
Mrs Irena Cousins, Honorary Consul of the Republic of 
Poland, receives a consolation prize from Mr Joseph Handal, 
member of the Board of Directors of CCOJ for Poland’s booth 
in Expo 2011.

Guyana
Honorary Consul of Guyana, Mrs Indera Persaud, and 
Mrs Ruth Authar, International Marketing Manager for 
Edward Beharry & Co. Guyana, receive a consolation prize 
for the Guyana booth at the recent CCOJ’s International 
Trade Expo 2011. Presenting the award is Mr Joseph 
Handal, member of the Board of Directors of CCOJ.

Belgium
His Excellency  Frederic Meurice, Ambassador of Belgium, 
and Mrs Antoinette McDermott of the Embassy of Belgium, 
receive a consolation prize in the Best Booth Contest at the 

recent International Trade Expo 2011. Presenting the award 
is Mr Joseph Handal, member of the Board of Directors of 

CCOJ.

United Kingdom
Ms Karen Williams, Corporate Services Manager at the British 

High Commission, receives a consolation prize for the United 
Kingdom’s booth at the recent CCOJ’s International Trade 

Expo 2011. Mrs Elaine Abou and Ms Sharon Reynolds were 
also part of the British High Commission’s team. Presenting 

the award is Mr Joseph Handal, member of the Board of 
Directors of CCOJ.

Senegal
Her Excellency Nafissatou Diagne, Ambassador of the 
Republic of Senegal, receives a consolation prize for Senegal’s 
booth at CCOJ’s Expo 2011. Presenting the award is Mr 
Joseph Handal, member of the Board of Directors of CCOJ.

EXPO 2011 BEST BOOTH CONTEST 
CONSOLATION PRIZE WINNERS

Members of Protocol Department at 
Norman Manley Int’l Airport Honoured

Some of the staff members of the Protocol and Customer Service Departments of the Norman Manley International Airport who 
were honoured at the Expo by the CCOJ for their invaluable support to the Consular and Diplomatic communities.  Honourable 
Arnold Foote (right), Dean of the CCOJ, who gave the awards, and Honourable Mike Henry (fourth left), Minister of Transport 
and Works, who wholeheartedly endorsed the recognition they received, are seen here with them.  The awardees are (from left) 
Andrea Francis, Colette Francis, Maxine Daley, Shelly McIntosh, Donovan Brown and Martin Bennett. Wendy Hart and Wendy 
Sterling were unable to attend.

Mr Milton Samuda (right), President of the Jamaica Chamber of Commerce, receives an award of appreciation on behalf of the 
JCC for the longstanding and consistent support the Chamber has provided to the Consular Corps of Jamaica’s International 
Trade Expo.  Presenting the award is Honourable Arnold Foote, Dean of the Consular Corps of Jamaica.

Award of Appreciation to the Jamaica Chamber of Commerce
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ongoing regarding visa requirements. 
Our Ministry and the Ministry of 
National Security are reviewing the 
visa system used for the World Cup 
Cricket, to make it feasible to be 
used to encourage travel to Jamaica 
from Colombia. In Chile, where I 
attended the General Assembly of the 
Organization of America States (OAS), 
the development is impressive. Chile is 
now a member of the OECD. Jamaica 
can learn from Chile’s health system 
and the pension scheme. In fact we can 
learn from each other.    
I should inform that Jamaica will be 
opening an Embassy in Brazil before 
the end of our 2011/2012 financial year. 
We only recently opened our Embassy 
in Kuwait, a good friend of Jamaica. I 
met with the Kuwaiti Foreign Minister 
in New York last month who informed 
me that one of the reasons they wanted 
Jamaica to open an Embassy in that 
country was because of the very good 

impression they have of our people. One 
of their staff member is a Jamaican, 
who has worked with their Embassy for 
over 20 years. 
There are numerous events coming in 
2012. Jamaica will be marking its 50th 
year of Independence. The African 
Union Diaspora meeting will be held. 
The African National Congress will be 
marking its centennial. The Olympics 
will be convened. Jamaica looks 
forward to this commemorative year 
and will participate as best as possible.                    
Undoubtedly, Jamaica is focused 
on implementing the National 
Development Plan – Vision 2030 
Jamaica, and the newly crafted National 
Export Strategy. Further, in April of this 
year, Cabinet approved the proposal 
for the revision of our National Trade 
Policy. The Inception Mission of the 
Consultants, who have been contracted 
to undertake the revision, has already 
taken place and all arrangements are 

now in place for the full implementation 
of that initiative. 
The Diplomatic and Consular Corps 
also have a strong leadership role to 
play in ensuring the Expo’s success 
and that concrete results emanate 
from the event. We eagerly anticipate 
that they will play an equally active 
role in developing and strengthening 
the trade relations that exists amongst 
our countries. They are ideally placed 
to identify and recommend those 
products that would be of interest to 
their homelands, as well as facilitating 
the initial contacts that would advance 
trade and any other possible spin-
offs. I underscore, the Diplomatic and 
Consular Corps are critical in our 
efforts to forge closer ties between 
our countries and in building bridges 
in terms of economic cooperation and 
trade.
There are challenges before us. We 
need to solve the issues of climate 
change, the financial crisis, food 
security and sustainable development. 
There are the economic, environmental 
and social aspects to these issues. I call 
on the developed countries to invest 
in the poorer countries to build their 
capacity for production. I challenge the 
private sector to become regional and 
international entrepreneurs. 
I certainly hope that many Jamaicans, 
especially the business community, 
will visit the Trade Expo and will take 
advantage of the many opportunities on 
offer.
Please accept my sincere wishes for 
the success of this renewed staging 
of the Consular Corps of Jamaica 
International Trade Expo 2011. I 
hope that it will once again become a 
premiere fixture on our annual calendar 
of events. 
I now declare the International Trade 
Expo 2011 officially open.  
I thank you.

Honourable Dr. Ken Baugh, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs 
and Foreign Trade, and the Ambassador of the United States, Her Excellency Pamela 
Bridgewater, being escorted into the Grand Ballroom of the Jamaica Pegasus Hotel 
by The Honourable Arnold Foote, for the start of the CCOJ’s International Trade 
Expo 2011.

EXPO NEWS IN PICTURES

His Excellency The Most Honourable Sir Patrick Allen, 
Governor General of Jamaica, discusses South African 

products with Her Excellency Mathu Joyini, South 
Africa’s High Commissioner to Jamaica. Looking on 
are (from left) Mr Milton Samuda, President of the 

Jamaica Chamber of Commerce, Honourable Arnold 
Foote, Dean of the CCOJ, and Mr Bruce Bowen, 

President and CEO of Scotia Group.

Honourable Mike Henry, Minister of Transport 
& Works, shares a joke with Mr Rosendo Álvarez 

III, former Dean of the Consular Corps of 
the Dominican Republic and representative of 
the Dominican Republican government in the 

Agreement with Jamaica which was signed at the 
Expo.

Mr Milton Samuda in discussion with Honourable Dr. 
Kenneth Baugh, Deputy Prime Minister of Jamaica, 
when he visited the Jamaica Chamber of Commerce 
booth during his tour of the Expo. Looking on are 

(from left) Mr Bruce Bowen, CEO of Scotia Group, 
and Mr Lloyd Distant and Mrs Thasya Chin-Fletcher, 

both of the Jamaica Chamber of Commerce (JCC).

Deputy Prime Minister of Jamaica and Minister of 
Foreign Affairs and Foreign Trade, Honourable 

Dr. Kenneth Baugh, and his wife, Mrs Vilma 
Baugh (second left), share a light moment with Mrs 
Irena Cousins (second right), Honorary Consul of 
the Republic of Poland, and Mrs Patricia Foote, 

wife of the Dean of the CCOJ.

Honourable Dr. Kenneth Baugh is impressed 
with the Volkswagen Amarok twin-cab pick-up 
which was a unique part of Argentina’s display. 

The vehicle is assembled at a Volkswagen plant in 
Pacheco, Argentina. Mr Bruce Bowen (left), CEO 

of Scotia Group, and Mr Milton Samuda, President 
of the Jamaica Chamber of Commerce, look on.

During his tour of the Expo, Honourable Mike 
Henry, Minister of Transport & Works, charms a 

member of the team for the Colombia booth.

Honourable Dr. Kenneth Baugh visits the United 
States booth with the US Ambassador, Her 

Excellency Pamela Bridgewater, and Honourable 
Arnold Foote. Also in photograph is Mr Nathan 

Halat of the US Embassy.

His Excellency The Most Honourable Sir Patrick 
Allen, Governor General of Jamaica, greets 

Mr Max Alcé, Chargé d’Affaires of the Haitian 
Embassy, as he visits the Haiti booth to admire the 
art and other cultural products for which Haiti is 

well known.

The Governor General, Sir Patrick Allen (third left) 
poses with members of the Jamaica Chamber of 

Commerce team at their booth.  The Jamaica Chamber 
of Commerce received a special award of appreciation 
from the CCOJ for their longstanding and consistent 

support of the CCOJ’s Expos. 
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In his Opening Ceremony address 
Minister Baugh said:
It is a real great pleasure to extend a 
warm welcome to everyone present 
here this evening for the opening of 
the Consular Corps’ International 
Trade Expo. I am particularly pleased 
that this event has brought to fruition 
the dreams, mainly of Mr. Foote, of 
reviving this event. I congratulate the 
Consular Corps, under the guidance of 
its Dean, Mr. Arnold Foote, for their 
hard work and dedication. 
The Consular Corps of Jamaica first 
launched the International Trade 
Expo in 2002. I wish to commend the 
Consular Corps for this initiative which 
was adopted by the World Federation 
of Consuls and is being organised in 
several countries worldwide. 
Therefore, I am delighted at its return. 
I am told that now some 30 countries 
have confirmed their participation in 
this event. It is a well organized event 
which has a large list of products and 
services on offer. 
The Expo is, indeed, quite a 
commendable initiative by the Consular 
Corps and I hope that it will once again 
become an anticipated annual event. I 
do not need to highlight the importance 
of such events, as other speakers have 
done before me, in stimulating trade and 
in generating real interest in purchasing 
goods and services from Jamaica. I hope 
also that long term investments, leading 
to the generation of employment, in this 
and other countries, will also result. 
Mr. Arnold Foote, the Honorary Consul 
General of Turkey and President of 
the World Federation of Consuls must 
be commended for his dedication and 
service. He is a generous person who 

shares whatever he has with others. 
He observes and makes use of unused 
potential to bring about change for the 
benefit of many. As the President, he 
has revived the Federation and made it 
more active than it has been in many 
years, motivating Honorary Consuls 
around the world. 
Jamaica’s share of world trade is 
miniscule, a mere 0.02%. Yet trade 
constitutes a massive share of GDP – 
well over 90%. Our market is small 
but open and predictable and many 
countries are benefitting from this. 
Jamaica has a negative trade balance 
with all but two countries with which 
it trades. 
The Government has taken a decision 

to place Honorary Consuls in many 
of the countries where we need to 
have a presence. Honorary Consuls 
are important gateways for trade to 
penetrate markets, and for business 
persons to make contact abroad. For 
example, the Jamaica’s Honorary 
Consul in one of the cities in Belgium, 
a banker by profession, was able to 
make the necessary contact for Jamaica 
to access the financial and technical 
assistance needed to make the bus park 
and bus transportation system a reality. 
Our Ambassadors must also be 
commended for the work they are doing 
in the field of economic diplomacy and 
promoting bilateral relations. Jamaica, 
along with other Caribbean and 
Latin American countries, continues 
to benefit from the US Caribbean 
Basin Initiative. The Caribbean Basin 
Economic Recovery Act (CBERA), 
in particular, facilitates our ethanol 
exports. Good relations are maintained 
with the European Union and Jamaica 
appreciates the assistance given by 
the EU. CARIFORUM has signed 
the Economic Partnership Agreement 
(EPA) with the EU, which offers us 
the opportunity to access their markets 
and also provides a development 
component. Our relations with China 
also continues to grow as evidenced by 
the recent visit of the Vice Premier of 
China to Jamaica. The good relations 
with Japan is ongoing, and a Japanese 
Technical Team is to visit Jamaica soon. 
I recently visited Chile and Colombia 
and met with the Foreign Ministers of 
both countries. They are experiencing 
sustained economic growth and 
Jamaica can benefit from furthering our 
relations. In Colombia, discussions are 

Honourable Dr Kenneth Baugh, 
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister 
of Foreign Affairs & Foreign Trade, 
delivering the keynote address 
at the Opening Ceremony of the 
International Trade Expo 2011.

Honourable Dr. Kenneth Baugh, Deputy Prime 
Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs and Foreign 

Trade, declares Expo 2011 offically open

EXPO NEWS IN PICTURES

The Most Honourable Portia Simpson Miller, 
Leader of the Opposition, visits the United 

Kingdom booth at Expo 2011. Ms Karen Williams 
of the British High Commission gives Mrs Simpson 

Miller a tour of the booth, along with Ms Sharon 
Reynolds.

Celebrating the Jamaica-Dominican Republic 
Agreement signed at the Expo, are (from left) Mr 

Rosendo Álvarez of Dominican Republic’s maritime 
authority, Mr Ibrahim Ajagunna and Ms Itrisha 
Nunes, both of the Caribbean Maritime Institute, 

and Mr Dante Badaracco and Mrs Marnin Castillo, 
both from the Dominican Republic.

Honourable Dr. Kenneth Baugh, Minister of 
Foreign Affairs and Foreign Trade, seen with 

(from left) His Excellency Alfredo García, Chile’s 
Ambassador, Mrs Clelia Barreto de Hunter, 

Honorary Consul of the Republic of Ecuador 
and His Excellency Yuri Gala López, Cuba’s 

Ambassador.

His Excellency The Most Honourable Sir Patrick 
Allen, Governor General of Jamaica, greets Mrs 

Indera Persaud, the Honorary Consul of the 
Cooperative Republic of Guyana, during his tour 

of the Expo.

The Most Honourable Portia Simpson Miller is 
seen at the US booth along with (from left) Mr 
Nathan Halat of the US Embassy, Mrs Patricia 

Foote, Senator Sandrea Falconer and Honourable 
Arnold Foote, Dean of the CCOJ.

The Most Honourable Portia Simpson Miller 
at Mexico’s booth with Mrs María Guadalupe 

Sánchez Salazar, Chargée d’Affaires of the 
Embassy of Mexico, and a member of the Embassy 

staff, Mr Vonroy Rochester. 

At the Scotia Group booth, Honourable Mike 
Henry, Minister of Transport & Works, pays close 
attention as Mr Craig Mair of the Scotia Group 
outlines some of the Group’s financial services. 

Looking on is Mr Bindley Sangster.

His Excellency The Most Honourable Sir Patrick 
Allen, Governor General of Jamaica, talks about 

the Republic of Turkey with Mrs Kim Chin-Shue of 
the Consulate General of Turkey and Honourable  
Arnold Foote, Dean of the CCOJ and Honorary 

Consul General of the Republic of Turkey.

Honourable Dr. Kenneth Baugh seen at the Deryck 
A. Gibson Ltd booth with Mrs Indera Persaud, 
Honorary Consul of Guyana, Mrs Olive Gibson 

and Honourable Arnold Foote, Dean of the CCOJ.



From October 9 to 11, The Jamaica 
Pegasus hotel was transformed into 
an ex-oficio United Nations meeting, 
promoting trade between nations.

Delegates from across the world gathered 
for the annual International Trade Expo, 
continuing a tradition that started in 2002. 
The then-executive of the Consular Corps 
of Jamaica thought the expo would be 
an excellent avenue for developing trade 
between the sending and receiving states.
The event is unique as it is the only expo 
of its kind that provides an environment 
where opposing states do business 
directly with each other.
Since the 2002 jump-off, the expo has 
gained in recognition and credibility to 
the extent that the World Federation of 
Consuls (FICAC) has adopted the idea 
for its trade-development programme 
worldwide.
President of FICAC, Arnold Foote, who 
is also president of the local corps and 
the man at the helm when the expo was 
conceptualised, opined that it was “the 
most important international trade project 
for the whole year”.
He said that expo “can also become the 
main event that will rebuild Kingston as 
a tourist destination”, and that it would 
attract more businessmen from all over 

the world to come to the city.

Huge success
“Exporters come and the more 
encouraging it is, the more people will 
come in and the bigger it will grow,” he 
said. “I think it was a huge success. Even 
the Jamaica Chamber of Commerce has 
pledged future support.”
More than 30 countries participated 
in this year’s renewal. Deputy prime 
minister and minister of foreign affairs 
and foreign trade, Dr Ken Baugh, said 
at the opening ceremony that honorary 
consuls are important gateways for trade 
to penetrate markets.
He pointed out that though Jamaica’s 
share of world trade is less than one per 
cent, trade constitutes a massive share of 
our gross domestic product - well over 90 
per cent.
He cited that Jamaica’s consul in a Belgian 
city was able to make the necessary 
contact for Jamaica to access the financial 
and technical assistance needed to make 
the bus park and bus-transportation 
system a reality.
The tangible results of the 2011 expo 
are already being seen. A memorandum 
of understanding was signed between 
Jamaica and the Dominican Republic, 
in which the Caribbean Maritime 

Institute (CMI) will provide professional 
training and certification for Dominican 
Republican seafarers.
Like its previous years, the expo was a 
sea of colour and culture, all mixed to not 
only bring trade opportunities to Jamaica, 
but also expose locals to new territories 
without them boarding a plane.
“Many of us don’t have the opportunity 
to travel, so we bring it to them,” he said.
Aside from the booths, other activities 
included a seminar on export financing, 
led by Scotiabank Group, the main 
sponsor of the expo. Foote, though, could 
not hide his disappointment in the lack of 
media coverage.

Media coverage crucial
“It (the expo) builds joint venture 
partnerships, and this can employ 
Jamaican people. But without the media, 
people won’t get it,” he said, citing the 
positive attention the expo received 
from participating states and the interest 
coming from others.
“Kuwait, for example, wants to come in 
next year. But if we don’t show it matters 
to Jamaica, the interest will dry up, 
again!” Foote, who is Jamaica’s honorary 
consul to Turkey, was referring to the five-
year gap which followed the last expo.
At the closing ceremony, Foote stressed 
that it was important for this venture to 
continue to grow, as it puts emphasis 
on trade with countries which have 
diplomatic relations with Jamaica. He 
noted that, as a testament to the success 
and significance of the event, 18 country 
representatives had already confirmed 
participation for Expo 2012.
On a lighter note, the friendly competition 
among the booths always makes for an 
interesting element to the expo.
The staff at the various embassies, high 
commissions and consulates spare no 
expense in putting on the best show.
This year, the prize for Best Booth went 
to the South African High Commission.
Looking forward, Foote definitely sees 
room for growth, as he noted that Jamaica 
has diplomatic ties with more than 100 
countries. Apart from the expo, he is 
also keen to revitalise the International 
Cultural Gala, a showcase of artistic 
talent from the countries.
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Ambassador Alfredo García of Chile discusses 
Chilean wines with His Excellency The Most 

Honourable Sir Patrick Allen, Governor General 
of Jamaica.

The Most Honourable Portia Simpson Miller and 
Senator Sandrea Falconer are greeted by Mr Kimo 

Lim, Chargé d’Affaires of the Korean Embassy. 
Looking on is Mr Kibo Jo, also of the Korean 

Embassy. 

His Excellency The Most Honourable Sir Patrick 
Allen, Governor General of Jamaica, visits the US 
booth at Expo 2011 where he talks with Mr Nathan 

Halat of the US Embassy. Accompanying the 
Governor General are the Honourable Arnold Foote 

and Mr Milton Samuda, President of the Jamaica 
Chamber of Commerce.

Honourable Dr. Kenneth Baugh, Deputy Prime 
Minister of Jamaica, greets Mr Deryck Gibson at 
the Deryck A Gibson Ltd booth. Looking on are 

Mr Bruce Bowen, CEO of Scotia Group, and Mr 
Milton Samuda (back to camera), President of the 

Jamaica Chamber of Commerce.

Honourable Oliver Clarke, Chairman of the Gleaner 
Company, and his wife, Ms Monica Ladd, savour samples 

of Polish sausages made in Jamaica. They are greeted 
by Mrs Irena Cousins, Honorary Consul of Poland, and 
Mr Fritz Oltmanns of Germany, who is responsible for 

the production of the sausages at the locally-based Polish 
company. 

Seen above is the Most Honourable Sir Patrick 
Allen, Governor General of Jamaica, at the 
Mexican booth with Mrs María Guadalupe 
Sánchez Salazar, Chargée d’Affaires of the 

Embassy of Mexico and Mr Vonroy Rochester of 
the Mexican Embassy.

Honourable Dr. Kenneth Baugh seen with Mrs 
Mamebesse Fall and Mr Doudou Sow of the 

Senegal Embassy as Mr Milton Samuda, President 
of the Jamaica Chamber of Commerce, looks on.

Honourable Dr. Kenneth Baugh and Mrs Lois 
Sherwood, Honorary Consul of Lithuania, 

examine the detail of craft on display at the Haiti 
booth.  Looking on is Mr Luc Garvey Jean-Pierre 

of the Haitian Embassy.

Mr Christopher Issa, Honorary Consul of the Republic 
of Slovakia, in discussion with Honourable Dr. 

Kenneth Baugh, Mr Bruce Bowen, CEO of Scotia 
Group, Mrs Suzanne Bowen and Mr Milton Samuda, 

President of the Jamaica Chamber of Commerce.

Honourable Dr. Kenneth Baugh, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign 
Affairs and Foreign Trade, with (from left) Honorable Arnold Foote, Dean of the 
CCOJ, Mr Milton Samuda, President of the Jamaica Chamber of Commerce, and 
Mr Bruce Bowen, President and CEO of Scotia Group.

Consular Corps Showcases Nations
- The Daily Gleaner

Written by Daviot Kelly
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EXPO NEWS IN PICTURESRepublic of Turkey wins Scotiabank Trophy

Mexico wins CCOJ Trophy

Honourable Lamartine Hollanda Jr (left), Dean 
of the Consular Corps of Brazil and Dr Alex de 

Oliveira da Costa (second right), Brazilian investor, 
made the trip to Jamaica to attend the Expo.  With 

them are His Excellency Antonio Francisco da 
Costa e Silva (second left), Ambassador of Brazil, 

and Honourable Arnold Foote.

Mr Robert Scott, Honorary Consul of the Republic 
of Latvia, shows the Most Honourable Sir Patrick 
Allen, Governor General of Jamaica, information 

on Latvia.  Looking on are Honourable Arnold 
Foote (left), Dean of the CCOJ, Mr Milton Samuda, 

President of the Jamaica Chamber of Commerce 
and Mr Bruce Bowen (right), CEO of Scotia Group.

Mrs Indera Persaud, Honorary Consul of Guyana 
discussing regional trade with Honourable Mike 
Henry, Minister of Transport & Works and Mrs 
Dawn Henry, at the Guyana booth at the Expo.

Honourable Mike Henry, Minister of Transport 
& Works, visits the Kingston Wharves booth.  

With him are Honourable Arnold Foote, Dean of 
the CCOJ, Mr Milton Samuda, President of the 

Jamaica Chamber of Commerce, and Mrs Patricia 
Foote.  

Honourable Mike Henry, Minister of Transport & Works, 
discusses the Vernamfield Development Project with Ms. 
Delaine Morgan, Vice President – Trade and Business 

Development, JAMPRO, Honourable Arnold Foote, Dean 
of the CCOJ,  Mrs Patricia Foote and Mrs Dawn Henry.

Honourable Dr. Kenneth Baugh talks 
with His Excellency Alfredo García, 
Chile’s Ambassador an d H onourable                                               

Oliver Clarke, Chairman of the Gleaner Company, 
as they sample wine at the Chile booth.  In the 
background, Mrs Sancia Templer, President of 

JAMPRO is with Mrs Elena Girvan of the Chilean 

Honourable Dr. Kenneth Baugh seen here with 
Mr Kimo Lim, Chargé d’Affaires of the Korean 

Embassy and Honourable Arnold Foote, Dean of 
the CCOJ.

Honourable Dr. Kenneth Baugh, Minister 
of Foreign Affairs and Foreign Trade greets 
Mr Ramón Corvera, Chargé d’Affaires of the 
Argentine Embassy, at the Argentine booth at 

Expo.  

Mr Bruce Bowen, CEO of Scotia Group, is seen 
discussing Scotiabank’s operations, including 

export financing, with His Excellency the Most 
Honourable Sir Patrick Allen, Governor General 
of Jamaica. Scotiabank was the main sponsor of 

the International Trade Expo 2011.

Mr Joe Handal, Chairman of the CCOJ’s Judging Committee, presenting the CCOJ’s Trophy to Mrs. María Guadalupe 
Sánchez Salazar, Chargée d’Affaires of the Embassy of Mexico, the 3rd prize winner in the Best Booth Contest in CCOJ’s 

Expo 2011.

Mr Bruce Bowen President and CEO of the Scotiabank Group, presenting the Scotiabank Trophy to Mrs. Kim Chin-Shue of 
the Consulate General of the Republic of Turkey, the 2nd prize winner in the Best Booth Contest in CCOJ’s Expo 2011.
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South Africa
Wins The Governor 

General’s Trophy
Top Leaders endorse CCOJ’s Int’l Trade Expo

The Governor General of Jamaica, His Excellency The Most Honourable Sir Patrick Allen, 
presents the Governor General’s Trophy to Her Excellency Mathu Joyini, High Commissioner of 
the Republic of South Africa, the winner of the Best Booth Contest in CCOJ’s Expo 2011. Looking 

on are some of the members of the South African team at Expo.




