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June, 2010

Inaugural FICAC Caribbean and
Central America Regional Conference 

held in Dominican Republic
H.E. Carlos Morales Troncoso Minister of Foreign Affairs Honoured

H. E. Carlos Morales Troncoso receiving the FICAC Award of Distinction from FICAC President Hon. Arnold Foote. Looking on is 
FICAC Director Hon. Eric Coufal who is also Chairman of the FICAC Central America Regional Committee.

From left; Hon. Rosario Graciano, Vice Minister of Foreign Affairs; Hon. Arnold Foote, President World Federation of Consuls;              
H.E. Carlos Morales Trocoso, Minister of Foreign Affairs of the DR; Hon. Rosendo Alvarez lll, Chairman of FICAC Caribbean Region;          
Hon. Eric Coufal, Director World Federation of Consuls and Chairman FICAC Central America Region.
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First FICAC European 
Forum, European Union 
Building, Brussels,
29th September, 2010 

Dear Honourable Colleagues,
 
The World Federation of Consuls will be organizing a series of FICAC Regional Forums during this administration.
As you all know, from 1st July 2010, Belgium assumed the Presidency of the European Union, and we are pleased 
to announce that the FICAC European Forum will be held on 29th September 2010 in Brussels Belgium from 10.00 
am until 6.00 pm.
The European Parliament meeting room (ASP 5G3) has been given to us, free of cost, by the EU, and they will be 
participating in our programme.
H.E. Mrs. A. Neyts-Uyttebrock, Minister of State of Belgium, Member of the European Parliament, President of the 
European Liberal Democrat and Reform Party (ELDR) will be our keynote speaker at the opening session of the 
Forum.
We are awaiting the confirmation of the presence of several Ministers and European Union members at our Forum 
along with other speakers.
The  programme for the FICAC European Forum is being prepared and will be sent out soon. A tour of the European 
Parliament building is also being arranged.
We expect a large turnout of Consuls for this historic event and we look forward to the pleasure of welcoming you 
to the FICAC European Forum in Brussels Belgium on 29th September 2010.
 
Yours faithfully,
Aykut Eken,
Secretary General,
World Federation of Consuls

“FICAC ... WORKING HARD 
TO SERVE YOU BETTER”

Hon. Aykut Eken
Secretary General
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K
ey Note Address of Minister 
Carlos Morales Troncoso, 
Minister of Foreign Affairs 
of the Dominican Republic, 

at the Innaugural Ceremony of 
the World Federation of Consuls 
(FICAC)’s Caribbean Regional 
and Central America Regional 
Committees Summit in Santo 
Domingo, 26 of March 2010.
Allow me to Express my sincere 
greetings to the participants in 
this First Summit of the Caribbean 
and Central America Regional 
Committees of the World Federation 
of Consuls.
Thank you for the distinction 
bestowed upon us by choosing 
our country as the venue for this 
meeting and, to welcome you to 

this five centuries old city of Santo 
Domingo.
My intention is to share with you the 
vision that guides our Foreign Policy 
and to speak of the various roles 
that in this context we assign to the 
Consular Corps.
But before I do this, I would like to 
take this opportunity to recognize 
the fruitful labor accomplished by 
FICAC in its 28th year of existance.
In terms of accomplishments it 
would seem double that period of 
time that this organization has been 
contributing to the strengthening 
and improvement of the Consular 
Corps and on the tightening of the 
relations among our countries.
The consular Networks – as the 
ones represented by the consular 

associations part of FICAC- are 
a very valuable resource in the 
exchange of experiences and in the 
task of sharing the best practices.
I congratulate you for the spirit 
of active collaboration that has 
characterized this Federation and 
for the success that has crowned 
the endeavor to enhance the 
condition of consuls and to unite the 
efforts of the consular organizations 
that make up FICAC.
In our Foreign Policy, the Consuls 
are officials with enourmous 
responsibilities. Responsibilities 
that derive from the essential pillars 
that characterize it.
• The world’s opening, 
inserting us in a positive way in the 
globalization.

H.E. Carlos Morales Troncoso congratulates 
the World Federation of Consuls on its work 

and accomplishments

From left; Hon. Rosario Graciano, Vice Minister of Foreign Affairs, Hon. Rosendo Alvarez III, Chairman of FICAC Caribbean Regional Committee, 
H.E. Carlos Morales Troncoso, Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Dominican Republic, Hon. Arnold Foote, President, World Federation of Consuls, 
Hon. Eric Coufal, Director, FICAC and Chairman of the FICAC Central America Regional Committee.
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• The free trade, the 
investments and tourism.
• The cooperation.
• The defense of human rights 
and the consolidation of democracy.
• And, the protection of the 
Dominican communities abroad.
The world’s opening has implied, 
not only the strenghtening of our 
traditional diplomatic  missions 
but the concerting of relations of 
nations in all the continents.
And as it is fitting, along with the 
diplomatic officials there will be the 
consular representatives.
It is not strange that, given that 
our missions abroad have clear 
mandates to promote commerce, 
attact investments and multiply 
and strengthen the cooperation. 
Likewise, it comes to pass that 
more and more Dominicans are 
settling in cities of almost all regions 
in the world.
A close look to the pillars that I 
mentioned of our foreign policy, 
immediately reveals, something 
clear to all you that are consuls- that 
there is valuable consular dimension 
in our diplomatic relations.
In fact, whichever the diplomatic 
history that we may study, it is 
evident that the consuls were 
present and generalized  way before 
the ambassadors or the agents or 
diplomatic representatives.
And for a long time there was a 
division of tasks between the work 
essentially political  of the diplomatic 
representatives and the commercial 
diplomacy practised by consular 
officials.
In addition, in any given country, 
the Ambassador is only one but the 
consuls may be several. Such is the 
case of the Dominican Republic 
that has more than one consul 
in our neighboring Haiti, in the 
United States of America, Canada, 
Venezuela, Spain, Italy and in other 
European nations.
In the present World, as it occurs 
in the Dominican foreign policy, the 

relevance of the Consular Corps has 
been emphazised so that it answers 
the imperatives of globalization. 
Above all, of the globalization of 
trade and of the markets, and the 
implications that this phenomena 
has in the exchanges of any nature 
among the nations of the world.
Our consular service is linked 
to issues that for our nation are 
of a medulla nature: commerce, 
attraction of direct foreign 
investment, promotion of tourism, 
migration and the protection 
and service  of the interests of 
the members of the Dominican 
communities in the World.
All these issues make the consular 
service an important tool in policies 
of national security.
The consuls fulfill functions clearly 
related with national security:
Process visa requests and grant 
visas, certify or facilitate documents 
related to commerce of all nature of 
goods and with investments.
All these functions place them 
playing important roles that have to 
do with migratory processes and 
with business and with commercial 
trade.
We should not forget that many 
criminal activities have crossed 
borders and use sophisticated 
and extensive networks, such as 
the drug trade, money laundering, 
contraband, illegal migration, 
prostitution. These issues are 
demanding, that require the work 
and the close attention of the 
consuls.
An inadequate handling of the 
consular services is, in today’s 
world, a frequent cause of loss of 
positive image of our nation abroad, 
and because of that we maintain 
a constant concern of the need to 
professionalize the officials that 
perform these services.
It is in that field that the work 
performed by FICAC can 
accomplish an objective of crucial 
importance, such as we do here 

through the courses offered by our 
Diplomatic and Consular School.
Presently, our country has 44 career 
consuls, 75 honorary consuls and 
29 consular sections in similar 
number of diplomatic missions.
In addition, we are raising the 
levels of capacity building and 
profesionalization of the Consulates, 
with programs geared towards 
assisting, supervision and  fiscal 
inspection of the consular missions.
We are bent on optimizing the 
protection of Dominican residents 
abroad, in that there is better 
efficiency in the Management of 
the services required by the users 
of consular services, through a 
qualified personnel and, we are 
heading towards the reform of the 
consular’s legal framework.
In the context of Dominican foreign 
policy, the consuls are the front line 
of defense.
They fulfill this responsibility, on 
one hand, in the field of commercial 
relations, in the attraction of 
investments and in the processing 
of visa requests to enter our nation.
Aside from these themes, I would 
have liked to talk about the key 
elements of the five centuries of 
history that our city boasts, but 
I prefer that you may discover 
personally, under the guidance of 
the Dominicans hosting you here 
and that you may enjoy fully all of 
our proverbial hospitality.
Thank you.
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EXCERPTS FROM
HON. AMARKAI AMARTEIFIO’S 

ADDRESS

Y
our Ladyship Chief 
Justice of Ghana, Mrs. 
Georgina Theodora Wood, 
President of International 

Legal Assistance Consortium, the 
Honourable Attorney General and 
Minister for Justice, Mrs. Betty 
Mould Iddrisu, Distinguished Ladies 
and Gentlemen.
I deem it a privilege to address this 
august assembly of highly motivated 
and committed citizens of this world 
not only as the Consul General of 
Sweden but also as a member of 
the International Bar Association 
and Vice President of the World 
Federation of Consuls.
The choice of Accra for your 
General Assembly this time around 

is a measure of the confidence that 
the ILAC has in Ghana as a country 
that believes in the Rule of Law 
and the principles of Democratic 
Government.
I must say that Ghana shares 
common ground with Sweden and 
the rest of the free world on many 
international humanitarian and 
peace building issues. The Kofi 
Annan Institute for Peace Keeping 
and Peace Building is less than 
1 km from this hotel. Indeed it is 
just across the road. The Raoul 
Wallenberg Institute is founded on 
the concept that forms the basis of 
the Kofi Annan Institute. Again both 
countries have participated in Global 
Peace Keeping and Peace Building 
with distinction in almost every part 
of the world. Ghana and Sweden 
were among the first countries that 
signed the United Nations Treaty on 

the Rights of the Child and to ratify 
the same.
For years Consuls all over the 
world have laboured to promote 
commercial and economic relations 
between nations. Laws that apply 
to the conduct of their functions are 
applied all over the world without 
uniformity. In some places they 
are not applied at all. The World 
Federation of Consuls, of which I am 
the Vice President, has set in motion 
a process of consultation and 
education to effect an amendment 
of the Vienna Convention on 
Consular Relations as to ensure 
uniform treatment by both receiving 
and sending states of the provisions 
of the Convention to Honorary 
Consuls and Career Consuls alike 
without any discrimination. I invite 
you to consider this campaign by 
Honorary Consuls as you strive 
to bring sanity and order to post 
conflict world.
I cannot conclude this address 
without inviting the International 
Community as stakeholders in 
peace, security and development 
to contribute financially to support 
ILAC in its noble activities across 
the globe. We all stand to benefit 
from this selfless commitment to 
peace in the world.
I congratulate you once again on 
your achievements and wish you 
God speed in your deliberations 
as I also wish you a happy stay in 
Ghana.

FICAC Vice President Hon. Amarkai Amarteifio 
addresses ILAC Annual General Meeting

Hon. Amarkai Amarteifio- Vice President, FICAC
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His Holiness Bartholomew Archbishop of 
Constantinople New Rome and Ecumenical 

Patriarch, visited Monaco

His All Holiness BARTHOLOMEW, Archbishop of Constantinople, New Rome and Ecumenical Patriarch visited Monaco to receive from Prince Albert the Prize 
Award for Environment of the “Cardinal Paul Poupard Foundation” on March 3, 2010. The same morning, on March 3, 2010, The Monaco Consuls Association 
vistited the Patriarch and handed to the Patriarch the Associations Honorary Member Diploma. The Association was represented by the Consul of Lebanon, 
President, Gen. Consul of Greece, Secretary General, Consul of Bahamas, Vice-President, Consul of Belgium, Treasurer, Consul of Turkey, Director and 

Consul of Albania, Director. The previous evening, the Consul Genreral of Greece offered a dinner to the Honour of the Patriarch.

The new Ambassador of Greece, Constantinos Chalastanis, with Prince Albert II and FICAC Director and Greek Consul in Monaco, Hon. Takis Touliatos at 
the Palace of Monaco.
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The President Hon. A. Foote welcomes Hon. Dott. Canio Trione, Honorary 
Consul of Latvia in Bari, representing the “Corpo Consolare di Puglia, 
Basilicata e Molise” (South of Italy) and thanks him for having especially 
traveled to be present.

The “Corpo Consolare di Puglia, Basilicata e Molise” has 46 Members.
Hon. Dott. Canio Trione will report to the next meeting of their Board, on the 
25th of May 2010, about the interest to join F.I.C.A.C

The President Hon. A. Foote said he was delighted that the “Corpo 
Consolare di Puglia, Basilicata e Molise” is showing its interest in the World 
Federation of Consuls and looks forward to formally welcoming them as a 
member of the Federation.

FICAC Directors Meeting Milan:
New Member Corps Introduced

From left: Hon. K.L. Ganju – Director, Hon. Aykut Eken – Secretary General, Hon. Dott Canio Trione -  Hon. Consul for Latvia in Bari – Italy, 
Hon. Prof. Stelio Campanale - Italy
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The Board of Directors of FICAC 
( World Federation of Consuls ) at its 
meeting held in Milan (Italy) on 21 
May 2010 -

Noting:
that many Governments have laid 
down Code of Conduct/Ethics for 
their diplomatic service officers 
including Career Consuls,

has agreed
to the “Guidelines for Honorary 
Consuls”, as follows, for the 
Honorary Consuls who are affiliated 
to FICAC (World Federation of 
Consuls) :

General
Honorary Consuls should work 
within the letter and spirit of Vienna 
Convention on Consular Relations 
1963 and fulfil their duties and 
obligations as laid down in the 
Convention honestly, responsibly, 
fairly, justly and equitably.
Honorary Consuls shall not enter 
upon their duties until they have 
received exequatur or approval 
from the receiving State.
Honorary Consuls may fly the 
national flag of sending State on 
their means of transport only when 
these are used on official business 
and with due regard to the laws, 
regulations and usages of the 
receiving State.
The national flag of the sending 
State and its coat-of-arms may be 
displayed on the building occupied 

by the consular post and at the 
entrance door thereof and on the
residence of the Honorary Consul.
Honorary Consuls shall not exercise 
their functions outside their consular 
districts except with the consent of 
the receiving State.
Honorary Consuls shall not levy in 
the territory of the receiving State 
fees and charges for consular acts 
except those authorized by the laws 
and regulations of the sending
State .

Protection of Honorary Consuls
The receiving State is under a duty 
to accord to an honorary consular 
officer such protection as may be 
required by reason of his official 
position.

Exemption from taxation
An honorary consular officer is 
exempt from all dues and taxes on 
the remuneration and
emoluments which he receives from 
the sending State in respect of the 
exercise of consular functions.

Respect for laws
Honorary Consuls shall respect 
and comply with the laws and 
regulations of the receiving State. 
They shall not interfere in the internal 
affairs of that State.
Honorary Consuls shall show 
respect for international law and 
human rights. 

Criminal offences
Honorary Consuls are not immune 

from arrest or detention. However, 
should they be arrested, detained 
or prosecuted, they have the right 
to have this fact promptly notified to 
the sending State.
If criminal proceedings are instituted 
against an Honorary Consul, he/she 
must appear before the competent 
authorities. Nevertheless, the 
proceedings are required to be 
conducted with the respect due to 
him by reason of his official position 
and, except when he is under arrest 
or detention, in a manner which will 
hamper the exercise of consular  
functions as little as possible. 
When it has become necessary to 
detain an honorary consular officer, 
the proceedings against him are 
required to be instituted with the
minimum of delay.

Immunity from jurisdiction
Consular officers and consular 
employees are not amenable 
to the jurisdiction of the judicial 
or administrative authorities of 
the receiving State in respect of 
acts performed in the exercise of 
consular functions. This immunity 
shall, however, not apply in respect 
of a civil action either:
(a) arising out of a contract 
concluded by a consular officer or a 
consular employee in which he did 
not contract expressly or impliedly 
as an agent of the sending State; or
(b) by a third party for damage 
arising from an accident in the 

Guidelines for Honorary Consuls
( Approved by Board of Directors of FICAC at its meeting in Milan on 21 May, 2010)

continued on page 9
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receiving State caused by a vehicle, 
vessel or aircraft.
Consular immunity does not 
apply to traffic or parking offences 
committed by Honorary Consuls. 
Honorary Consuls are expected to 
co-operate with traffic police in the
enforcement of traffic laws.

Consular premises
The consular premises shall not be 
used in any manner incompatible 
with the exercise of consular 
functions.
Only such parts of Consular 
premises are inviolable as are used 
exclusively for the purpose of the 
work of the consular post. The 
authorities of the receiving State 
shall not enter such parts except 
with the consent of the head of 
the consular post. The consent of 
the head of the consular post may, 
however, be assumed in case of fire 
or other disaster requiring prompt 
protective action.
The receiving State is under a special 
duty to take all appropriate steps 
to protect the consular premises 
against any intrusion or damage 
and to prevent any disturbance of 
the peace of the consular post or 
impairment of its dignity.
Offices of other institutions or 
agencies may be installed in part of 
the building in which the consular 
premises are situated, provided that 
the premises assigned to them are
separate from those used by the 
consular post.

Consular archives & documents
The consular archives and 
documents of a consular post 
headed by an honorary consular 
officer shall be inviolable at all 
times and wherever they may 
be, provided that they are kept 
separate from other papers and 
documents and, in particular, from 
the private correspondence of the 
head of a consular post and of any 
person working with him, and from 

the materials, books or documents 
relating to their profession or trade.

Customs Duty
Exemption from customs duties is 
granted only to specified articles 
imported for the consular post’s 
official use, such as coats of arms, 
flags, signboards, seals and stamps,
official printed matter, office 
furniture, office equipment and 
similar articles supplied by or at the 
instance of the sending State to the 
consular post. Neither Honorary 
Consuls nor posts headed by them 
may purchase motor vehicles free of 
customs duty or other taxes, unless 
so authorized by the receiving State.

Employment
If an Honorary Consul wishes to take 
up employment with a foreign State, 
or with another government agency 
or an international organization, he/
she should notify the sending State 
and receiving State accordingly. 
Honorary Consuls should not 
hold an office of profit with the 
government of the receiving State.

Citizenship
Honorary Consul should notify 
both the States if he/she assumes 
another citizenship.

Family and staff members
Except where otherwise provided 
in the Vienna Convention or notified 
by the receiving State, privileges 
and immunities granted to Honorary 
Consuls do not extend and should
not be extended to members of 
their families or to the staff working 
in their Consulates.
The Foreign Office of the receiving 
State should be notified in advance 
of long term absences or retirement 
of Honorary Consuls.
Honorary Consuls should not 
authorize administrative or other 
staff in the Consulate or non-
accredited persons to act for them 
in their absence.

Conflict of interest
Honorary Consuls should put the 
obligations of consular service 
above their personal interests. 
Should there be a conflict between 
an Honorary Consul’s self-interest 
and duty towards the sending 
or receiving State or towards 
any responsibility or function 
under FICAC (World Federation 
of Consuls), the matter should 
be disclosed to the appropriate 
authority or functionary.

Politics
Honoray Consul should be 
apolitical in their words and deeds. 
They should not act or use official 
resources in a way that betrays bias 
in favour or against a political party 
of the receiving or sending State. 
Honorary Consuls should not join 
any political party in the receiving 
State or take active part in the affairs 
or programmes of any such political 
party.

High standards of conduct
Honorary Consul should maintain 
high standards of conduct in the 
performance of their functions. 
Honorary Consuls are expected to 
be truthful in word and act.

Honorary Consuls should not:
• misuse their official position, use 
information acquired in the course 
of official duties to further their 
private interests or those of others;
• accept gifts or hospitality or 
receive other benefits from anyone 
which might reasonably be seen 
to compromise their personal 
judgement or integrity;
• disclose official information 
without authority;
• be influenced by improper 
pressures from others;
• act in a way that unjustifiably 
favours or discriminates against 
particular individuals or interests.
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FICAC Who’s Who - a Huge Success

A
t its meeting in Accra              
(Ghana) on 10 October 
2008, the Board of 
Directors approved a 

proposal to publish FICAC Who’s 
Who. Hon.  President Arnold 
Foote  issued a circular letter to 
all member-associations informing 
them of the Board’s decision and 
of appointment of  Consul General 
K S Bhalla as the Honorary Editor 
and requesting them to extend 
assistance to the Editor in the 
preparation of Who’s Who. The task 
of collecting CVs and photographs 
of Consuls was started in November 
2008. Consuls desirous of figuring 
in the Who’s Who  were requested 
to pay a contribution of US 27 per 
Consul  to Permanent Secretariat.  
As many as  430 Consuls from 42 
countries responded and sent in 
their CVs. 
Collection of material raised  some 
problems.  Many Consuls sent 
material in pdf format which did not 
permit editing. Some Consuls sent 

in hand-written CVs which had to be  
typed in Editor’s office. Photographs 
of a good number of Consuls were 
not of good quality. Some Consuls 
did not send in their photographs 
despite repeated reminders. These 
problems were solved  somehow or 
other.
The material received from Consuls 
was edited, referred back to Consuls 
for comments and finalized. In this 
process over 2000 e-mails must 
have been issued. 
The Who’s Who was printed in 
India.  2000 copies were printed.  It 
was released at a special function 
in Izmir Congress on 16 November 
2009. 
Who’s Who was priced at US$ 25 
per copy. To Consuls figuring in the 
Who’s Who, two copies each were 
supplied complimentary.  Shipping 
charges were paid by Consuls. It 
had 260 pages and weighed nearly 
1 kg. Being so heavy, its dispatch to 
various countries by courier service 
or by  Foreign Post or as air parcel 
proved costly. 
The following is the picture of 
income and expenditure on Who’s 
Who project:-

In short, the Who’s Who project has 
yielded a net profit of US$ 3,658.83 
to FICAC.
By virtue of its work and 
achievements, FICAC got globally 

known and recognized. But  there 
was one thing found wanting.  
Individual Consuls of one State did  
not get so well-known in other States. 
This was a void  which the FICAC 
Who’s Who was expected to fill up. 
It is hoped that with the publication  
of this Who’s Who, Consuls figuring 
in Who’s Who  should come to 
be  known  and  recognized in the 
diplomatic circles  all over  and  
become  sought-after bridgeheads 
for advancement of  commercial, 
cultural and  social interests of 
the States they represent. If what I 
visualise  happens, and I am sure it 
would happen, I would feel amply 
rewarded.   
I wish to thank all member-
associations  and all Consuls who 
figure in the Who’s Who for their co-
operation and support in making this 
dream project a reality.  The Who’s 
Who  has earned appreciation from 
numerous Consuls and quarters.  
My thanks to them. My thanks 
are also due to President  Hon. 
Arnold Foote and members of the 
Board of Directors for approving 
and supporting the Who’s Who 
project  and giving me the honour 

of executing it. I am sure FICAC  
would be remembered by Consuls 
and others all over the world for this 
historic publication.

continued on page 11

Hon. K S  Bhalla- Director, FICAC
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Looking at the welcome the Who’s 
Who has received in various 
countries of the world, FICAC will do 
well to bring out its Second Edition 

and the best time for the Second 
Edition would be the next World 
Congress of Consuls in Mexico in 
November 2012.  If it is so decided, 

the task of collecting material for the 
Second Edition will have  to start in 
November 2011.

Hon. Rosendo Alvarez 
lll presenting the 
FICAC Who’s Who to a 
select audience in the 
Dominican Republic, 
including the Dean 
of the Diplomatic 
Corps, Monsignor 
Joseph Woselowsky, 
the Deputy Mayor of 
Santo Domingo, Lic. 
Alexandra Izquierdo, 
the Ambassador in 
charge of Consular 
Affairs of the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs.

Ambassador Evadne 
Coye, Permanent 
Secretary in the 
Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs and Foreign 
Trade of Jamaica, is 
seen receiving a copy 
of the FICAC Who’s 
Who, a publication of 
the World Federation of 
Consuls, from President 
of FICAC Hon. Arnold 
Foote. Ambassador 
Coye congratulated 
the Federation on its 
publication.
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CELEBRATING THE NATIONAL DAY OF COMOROS ON 24TH JULY, 2010
A much-awaited event in the diplomatic calendar of Delhi, namely, the National Day of the Union of the Comoros was celebrated as usual in ITC Maurya on 
24th July, 2010. A grand reception was hosted on this occasion by Dr. & Mr. K.L. Ganju, Honorary Consul General of Union of the Comoros and its chief guest 
was H.E. Mrs. Krishna Tirath, Hon. Minister of State (Independent Charge) for Women and Child Development, Government of India. It was attended by a large 
number of Ambassadors especially from African countries; a number of prominent citizens of Delhi from all works of life were also present. The Honorary Consul 
General Mr. K.L. Ganju presented the chief guest with a souvenir bearing motifs drawn from the rich cultural heritage of the Comoros. The chief guest much 
appreciated this gift. In the end a sumptuous dinner was served which was much enjoyed by the guests. Thus ended a delightful and memorable evening.

Seen above: Priest Arlindo Matos Jr., receiving the Consular Merit Order decoration from Hon. Lamartine Hollanda Jr., Director of FICAC and Chairman of 
the FICAC South America Region. The presentation took place inside the St. Peter Catholic Temple in Tamandare town, Pernambuco, Brazil. Priest Arlindo 
is the Administrator in the Parish of St. Peter who worked tirelessly to help persons in need during the recent tragedies in Brazil. Also in photograph is Hon. 
Marialuisa de Hollanda Cavalcanti and Ms. Margarida Maria Felix da Silva.


