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H.E. Tomislav Nikolić, President of the Republic of Serbia, receives the Gold Star at the Presidential 
Palace from FICAC President Hon. Arnold Foote O.J., C.D., J.P. Also present (from left), Hon. Rajko 
Maric, fmr. President of the Serbian Consular Corps; Hon. (Mrs.) Ann Pesic, President of the Serbian 
Consular Corps; Hon. Kostas Lefkaritis, FICAC Vice President; Hon. Aykut Eken, FICAC Secretary 
General; and members of the Serbian President’s Diplomatic Office.

President Tomislav Nikolic
Honoured 

Serbian President Tomislav Nikolic receives the FICAC Gold Star, the highest 
award of World Federation of Consuls given only to world leaders

July 2014
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NOTE
Regarding the conversation of the President of the Republic of Serbia H.E. Mr. Tomislav Nikolic with a delegation 

of the World Federation of Consuls

President of the Republic of Serbia H.E. Mr. Tomislav Nikolic spoke with representatives of the World Federation of Consuls 
on May 8th 2014, in Belgrade. On the occasion, President of the World Federation of Consuls Hon. Arnold Foote granted 
him “Gold Star”, the highest recognition of this international non-governmental organization that brings together current and 
former Consuls from more than 90 countries of the world, for his persistent efforts to ensure the economic stability of Serbia 
and its growing reputation in the world.

Explaining the decision to grant this award, Mr. Arnold Foote said that the efforts of President Nikolic were watched by the 
World Federation of Consuls with respect and admiration, and he expressed confidence that the positive results of the ongoing 
work would undoubtedly follow. He added that the organization he was leading aimed to improve trade ties in the world and 
encourage foreign investments, and that they also wanted to help Serbia in this way.

President Nikolic expressed his gratitude for the high distinction and pointed out that, at the same time, it was recognition of 
the efforts continuously invested by Serbia in order to strengthen its position in the world and economic prosperity. We have 
invested a lot in changing the image of Serbia, but not only in words, President Nikolic said and expressed his confidence that 
in the com- ing period Serbia would begin the recovery of its economy faster and more efficiently and improve its position in 
the world.

In the context of these efforts Serbia will particularly rely on its diplomatic service, because the role of Ambassadors, Consuls 
and other diplomats is extremely important for contacts with foreign investors and for the presentation of their country as a 
good place for investment, said President Nikolic emphasizing that for this reason the award granted by the World Federation 
of Consuls was all the more precious to him as it came from the professional community.

President Nikolic said that independence of the profession from politics was essential and emphasized that Serbia would 
count on career diplomats to strengthen its contacts with friends from the world. We will strengthen diplomacy, because we 
want it to be of use to Serbia. Now, Serbia has many friends and no enemies, he said adding that Serbia particularly enhanced 
the cooperation with the countries which were previously helped by the former Yugoslavia to liberate themselves, or to be 
developed, and which are today a much better places to live in than Serbia is. We also have good relations with the EU and 
other developed countries, and we managed to bring in investors from China, Japan, the EU, Russian Federation, India and 
other developed countries, stressed President Nikolic.

President Nikolic pointed out that Serbia still had problems related to Kosovo, because many developed countries supported 
the so-called independence of the Serbian province. He emphasized that Serbia had embarked upon a dialogue with the 
authorities in Pristina, but it would not recognize the unilaterally declared independence of Kosovo, and that it would be tragic 
if it halted Serbia’s path towards EU membership.

President Nikolic also pointed to the double standards in a part of the international community when it came to the right of 
the country to protect its territorial integrity and democracy. In this context he gave examples of Serbia and Ukraine, as well 
as of Syria and Egypt.

President Nikolic also pointed to the double standards in a part of the international community when it came to the right of 
the country to protect its territorial integrity and democracy. In this context he gave examples of Serbia and Ukraine, as well 
as of Syria and Egypt.

REPUBLIC OF SERBIA
Office of the President

Belgrade, May 8th 2014
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FICAC President Arnold Foote, in his reply to the 
President Tomislav Nikolic of Serbia said:

Mr. President, on behalf of the Directors and members 
of the World Federation of Consuls, I would like 
to thank you most sincerely for receiving us this 
afternoon. This is a great honour and it is much 
appreciated. Thank you very much.

I cannot say enough about the graciousness and the 
hospitality that we have all received since we arrived 
in your beautiful country. Thank you very much.

We are very impressed with your newly formed 
Consular Corps of Serbia. Your founding President, 
Rajko Maric, has done an excellent job and we are 
going to work with them 

The World Federation of Consuls was established in 
Copenhagen in October 1982. Our Federation was 
born out of the necessity to bring together Consular 
Corps and Consular Associations to share experiences 
and coordinate efforts to enhance the effectiveness 
and status of the Consuls.

Our Federation is incorporated in Belgium by Royal 
Decree as a non-profit international organization with 
it Secretariat in Brussels. 

Our Federation enjoys United Nations recognition as an 

NGO with ECOSOC Status. We have similar 
recognition at the European Union and we are also 
recognized by the Organization of American States.

Today our Federation has over 90 country members, 
associations and affiliated members with several 
thousand individual Consul members. 

Our membership is a network of highly experienced, 
well-connected individuals, whose determined focus, 
combined expertise and resources can be used to 
impact the world for good.

We are already in discussions with Mr. Maric and 
Mrs. Pesic to develop programmes which will involve 
the Consuls of Serbia to assist in the development of 
trade and investment opportunities for your beautiful 
country. I am certain that your Corps, who are now 
members of our Federation, will make you proud of 
what we will accomplish for Serbia in the future.

Mr. President, I would like to thank you, on behalf of 
the Board of Directors of our Federation, and our new 
member, the Consular Corps of Serbia, for honouring 
us by allowing us to honour you and I am going to 
now aske our Secretary General to read the citation 
to you. 

Thank you very much sir.

President of FICAC Hon. Arnold Foote, O.J., C.D., J.P. presents Gold Star to Serbian President Mr. Tomislav Nikolić
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H.R.H. Crown Prince Alexander receives a gift from FICAC President, Hon. Arnold Foote, O.J., C.D., J.P., with them 
H.R.H. Princess Katherine of Serbia and FICAC Secretary General Hon. AykutEken.

Their Royal Highnesses and FICAC Directors and members at the Royal Palace Grand Ballroom

FICAC Directors and Conference delegates pay a visit to their 
Royal Highnesses the Crown Prince Alexander of Serbia 

and his spouse Crown Princess Katherine
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In his opening speech, FICAC President Hon. Arnold Foote, O.J., C.D., J.P. said:

• Your Excellency Ivica Dačić, First Deputy Prime Minister & Minister of Foreign Affairs 
• Ministers and other officials of the Government of Serbia
• Your Excellencies members of the Diplomatic Corps
• President and members of the Consular Corps of Serbia
• Directors of the World Federation of Consuls 
• Distinguished Ladies and Gentlemen

Historic FICAC South-East Europe 
Regional Conference A Huge Success. 
FICAC President Arnold Foote Highlights the work of the federation

I stand before you today, pleased 
and privileged to be part of this 1st 
FICAC South East Europe Regional 
Consular Conference being held in 
beautiful Serbia.

I am humbled and deeply appreciative 
that H. E. The First Deputy Prime 
Minister and Minister of Foreign 

Affairs, Hon. Ivica Dačić, has 
discerned the importance of this 
occasion and taken the time to add 
his presence to declare our 1st South 
East Europe Regional Consular 
Conference officially open. What a
great honour this is for us. Thank you 
very much, Mr. Minister.
I cannot say enough about the 

graciousness and the hospitality that 
we have all received from when we 
arrived here in beautiful Belgrade. 
Thank you all very much.

The Consular Corps of Serbia, 
the host of this event, is a very 
important member of our federation 
and they have done a marvelous job 
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in organizing this historic FICAC 
South East Europe Conference. 

I would like to congratulate and 
thank the President of the Consular 
Corps of Serbia, Hon. Ann Pesic, and 
Hon. Rajko Marić, Chairman of the 
Organizing Committee. I would like 
to thank you both for the excellent 
work that you have done in making 
this event possible.

The World Federation of Consuls 
was established in Copenhagen in 
October 1982. Our federation was 
born out of the necessity to bring 
together consular corps and consular 
associations to share experiences 
and coordinate efforts to enhance the 
effectiveness and status of the consul. 
Our federation is incorporated in 
Bel- gium by royal decree as a non-
profit international organization with 
its secretariat located in Brussels.

The federation’s business is conducted 
through several committees, each 
operating with clearly defined 
portfolios and terms of reference. 
Our board of directors meets 
quarterly to evaluate action by the 
committees and take decisions on their 
recommendations. Our federation 

enjoys United Nations recognition 
as an NGO with ECOSOC status. 
We have similar recognition at the 
European Union and we are also 
recognized by the Organization of 
American States. 

The World Federation of Consuls 
has achieved international credibility, 
recognition and influence.

Today, our federation has over 90 
country members, associations and 
affiliated members, with several 
thousand individual consul members.
Our membership is a network of 
highly experienced, well-connected 
individuals whose determined focus, 
combined expertise and resources 
can be used to impact the world for 
good. The practice of mutual respect 
and adherence to the principles 
recognized in the Vienna Convention 
on Consular Relations 1963 will 
continue to guide the promotion 
of consular cooperation in each 
member country.

On 24 April 2013, the World 
Federation of Consuls congratulated 
the United Nations on the 50th 
Anniversary of the Vienna Convention 
on Consular Relations. We celebrated 

the occasion in New York with a 
cocktail reception at which over 
100 country representatives were 
present.
The Secretary General of the United 
Nations, His Excellency Mr. Ban 
Ki-moon, unfortunately could not 
attend, but sent a message to our 
federation which has been circulated 
to our membership worldwide.

The President of the General 
Assembly of the United Nations 
at that time, His Excellency Mr. 
Vuk Jeremic, led the guest list of 
diplomats representing nations 
from all over the world. It was an 
historic occasion, as our federation 
is the only organization to have 
congratulated the United Nations on 
the 50th anniversary of the Vienna 
Convention.

In the dynamic international arena 
of our times, the key to growth 
and development is partnership 
within and between nations. FICAC 
provides an appropriate forum 
for consultation and networking 
as we build partnerships for the 
effective performance of our 
duties in a rapidly changing world. 
Today, the role of the state is vastly 
different from that which it played 
for most of the 20th century. New 
powerful actors have swept onto the 
international stage. Transnational 
corporations, aided by the forces of 
globalization, wield a vast influence 
on international decision making. 
Non-governmental organizations 
and civil society rightly demand 
their space on the global stage.

The original concept of sovereignty 
gradually loses relevance in a 
world where states have declared 
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a commitment to the charters of 
international organizations, to 
bilateral and multilateral treaties 
and conventions, and to the growing 
body of international law and 
jurisprudence affecting every 
sphere of life.

It is in this context that diplomatic 
and consular representatives must 
constantly update the theory and 
practice of their craft if they are 
to remain relevant to the global 
struggle for peace, security and 
sustainable development. Consular 
operations can no longer be confined 
to the issuance of travel documents 
and attention to the welfare of 
nationals of the countries that we 
represent, as globalization has 
altered the framework of bilateral 
and multilateral cooperation.

Several countries worldwide are 
closing their embassies for budgetary 
reasons and are appointing more 
honorary consuls to serve in countries 
where they have business interests. 
The role of the honorary consul must 
be expanded to encompass the full 
range of economic, political and 
diplomatic relations. This expanded 
role is particularly important for 
developing countries and small 
states which cannot afford global 
deployment of their foreign service. 

A critically important component of 
the foundation of peace, democracy 
and development is economic 
growth. In today’s world economy 
which is being transformed by a 
comprehensive process of advanced 
globalization, international trade is 
the engine of economic growth and 
has assumed an increasingly prominent 
role in state to state relations.

The development of trade is one of 
the main functions of the consul 
and its promotion is integral to 
my administration. The members 
of our federation are ideally suited 
to participate positively in trade 
promotion activities. Indeed, consular 
corps have a comparative advantage in 
undertaking trade promotion because 
consular corps have a much broader 
geographic deployment and can 
therefore provide more extensive 
coverage than diplomatic corps.

This is particularly so for developing 
countries who are unable to afford 
diplomatic representation in all the 
locations where they have important 
economic interests. 

The consular corps has a presence 
in all major cities – in the centres of 
commerce and industry – whereas 
the diplomatic corps is concentrated 
in capital cities which, in several 
cases, are political rather than 
economic centres.

The consular corps includes a very 
high proportion of consuls with 
considerable business expertise and 
they are ideally suited for developing 
trade. The members of our federation 
are immersed in communities in 
ways in which diplomats cannot 
be and their knowledge of local 
conditions and local products 
can be useful in identifying niche 
markets, distribution networks and 
new tradable goods and services. 

Consuls can be important conduits 
for information which can inform 
international trade negotiations 
and enhance the awareness and 
involvement of the public and private 
sectors. 

International trade expos and 
trade fairs have been successfully 
organized by our members. The 
member corps that have done this 
have seen their image and status 
grow considerably. They have 
earned the respect of the government 
of the country and, in particular, the 
Ministries of Foreign Affairs and 
Foreign Trade, the private sector 
and the public. This programme 
will also develop better relations 
between the diplomatic corps and 
the consular corps, as the diplomatic 
corps involvement in the FICAC 
International Trade Expo is vital to 
its success.

This programme is unique. It is the 
only trade promotional programme 
worldwide that promotes trade 
directly between the sending and 
receiving states. The FICAC 
International Trade Expo offers
countries an opportunity to do 
business without having to deal with 
large budgets and large participation 
costs. It is an event which provides the 
right environment for bilateral and 
multilateral trade and information.
Our participation in the promotion of 
commercial links between member 
countries is of vital importance to us. 

Sponsorship from the private sector 
is easily available because of the 
importance of the programme at 
national and international levels. 
The future lies in the development of 
fair trade in this region and the rest 
of the world. One of the significant 
challenges facing consuls globally 
is the emergence of new security 
risks that threaten to undermine 
our effectiveness. The events of 
September 11, 2012 in Benghazi, 
Libya have brought into sharp focus 
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H.E. Ivica Dačić, First Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs of Serbia, declares the FICAC South-Easr Europe 
Regional Conference officially open.

the new security environment
facing consuls in many countries.

What this and other acts of terrorism 
internationally illustrate is that 
diplomatic and consular relations 
are now being conducted in an 
increasing environment of security 
risk to the personnel and property 
of diplomatic and consular missions 
throughout the world. At the core of 
these concerns are the diminishing 
capacities of many states to 
guarantee safe passage to diplomatic 
and consular officers as they carry 
out their assigned responsibilities. 

Until recently consuls were able 
to rely for their protection on the 
provisions of the Vienna Convention, 
yet the attacks on foreign missions 

of many countries in different 
parts of the world have laid bare 
the vulnerability of consuls to acts 
of terrorism, organized crime and 
internal revolt against governments. 

The celebration of the 50th 
anniversary of the Vienna Convention 
on Consular Relations 1963 provides 
us with the opportunity to highlight 
the significant contributions that 
consuls have been making to the 
promotion of good relations between 
the sending and receiving states. 

Consuls are doing so in a radically 
changing environment where acts of 
terrorism and organized crime pose 
new risks and challenges to their 
personal safety and effectiveness. 

In this context, the World Federation 
of Consuls urges the international 
community and individual 
governments to take those measures 
that will address the new threats 
and improve the safety and security 
of consuls so that we may be able 
to discharge our responsibilities in 
an effective and efficient manner. 
Today, we look forward to insightful 
presentations and a productive 
exchange of views to the end that 
the declaration to be issued by this 
conference will long be the compass 
for our endeavours. 

And so I welcome you. I thank you 
for coming. I know that you will find 
this conference worth your while.

Thank you very much.
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Your Excellencies, 
Honorable Colleagues,

FICAC, the World Federation of 
Consuls, was founded in Copenhagen 
on 2 October 1982 by a small group 
of visionaries led by Consul General 
Vagn Jespersen of Denmark. Countries 
present at the meeting and first 
signatories were Finland, Greece, 
Iceland, Italy, Norway, Sweden and 
Denmark. Its role is to bring together 
Consular Associations or Corps from 
all over the world to share experiences 
and co-ordinate efforts to enhance 
the status and effectiveness of the 
Consul – the oldest institution serving 
international bilateral relations. So 
FICAC is a global network of consular 
associations created to support and 
improve the status, legitimacy and 
effectiveness of all consular officers 
in all receiving states.

Its aims are to promote and strengthen 
mutual understanding between 
honorary consuls and career consuls 
world- wide; to develop a framework 
and basis for the exchange of current 
information, ideas and suggestions 

regarding matters related to the 
offices of honorary consuls and 
career consuls; and to promote – at 
the national and inter- national level 
– a better understanding of duties and 
responsibilities.

The World Federation of Consuls 
has United Nations recognition 
with ECOSOC status and it is also 
recognized by the European Union, 
which recently held a European 
Council- FICAC forum in Brussels.
After the first meeting in 1982, the 
federation held two more meetings 
in Copenhagen to draw up a working 
constitution called the Copenhagen 
Statutes and to give shape to the world 
body.

Since then, general assemblies have 
been held every three years. The first 
general assembly, later also called the 
World Congress of Consuls, was held in 
Vienna in 1988. It was attended by 132 
honorary consuls from 21 countries. 
Later assemblies took place in Monaco 
in 1992; Limassol, Cyprus in 1995; 
Eilat, Israel in 1998; Curacao in 2000; 
Athens, Greece in 2003 - where I had 

The History of FICAC 
A speech by Hon. Aykut Eken

the honor of chairing the program com- 
mittee; Montego Bay, Jamaica in 2006; 
Izmir, Turkey in 2009; and, in November 
2012 marking FICAC’s 30th anniversary  
in Monaco for the second time, with 
more than 350 delegates.

FICAC has been led by distinguished 
persons since its inception:

•  Consul General Vagn Jespersen 
 of Denmark 1982 – 1995,
• Consul General Andreas 
 Mavromma- tis of Cyprus 1995 
 – 2000,
• Consul General Peter Gad 
 Naschitz of Israel 2000 – 2003,
• Consul General Roland Dahlman 
 of Sweden 2003 – 2006, and
•  Consul General Arnold Foote of 
 Jamaica since 2006.

The federation has achieved 
international recognition and influence. 
Today it has over 87 member 
associations and affiliated members on 
its roster. 

The year 2006, under incumbent 
President Arnold Foote’s leadership, 
marked a watershed in the history of 
FICAC, opening new horizons. A new 
logo for FICAC, the FICAC News 
and the FICACWORLD website 
were created. FICAC international 
trade expos and FICAC international 
cultural galas were started to promote 
direct trade between the sending states 
and the receiving states and to inspire 
consuls to turn into caring consuls. 
Trade fairs have been held in many 
countries. The fairs were supported by 
the respective governments and were 
highly successful. 
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The FICAC Gold Star was created 
as a mark of the highest honor in 
recognition of the excellent work of 
world leaders and has been awarded 
to heads of state or government such 
as the Prime Minister of Jamaica, the 
President of the Republic of Turkey, 
Prince Albert II of Monaco, the 
President of Ghana, the President of 
the European Council, the President 
of the Philippines and His Holiness 
Pope Benedict XVI.

To promote charity as part of 
consular activities, a FICAC/
UNICEF program was formulated 
to raise funds for the benefit of 
underprivileged children afflicted
with HIV/AIDS. The FICAC 
world is divided into 14 regions 
with separate regional committees. 
In addition, the administration set 
up 18 subject committees to attend 
to matters of political, social and 
cultural importance.

In the Izmir World Congress of 
2009, a declaration envisioning the 
future of FICAC was finalized. The 
‘Guidelines for Honorary Consuls’ 
were drawn up by the Board of 
Directors in its meeting in Milan, 
Italy on 22 May 2010. In 2009, at 
a conference in Dubai, President 
Foote’s ‘The Way Forward’ program 
was unanimously approved by the
Board of Directors. The program 
created new structures and designed 
guidelines for each structure. In 
January 2012, a FICAC delegation
led by President Arnold Foote met 
with the Chairman of the US House 
of Representatives and Chairman 
of the Foreign Affairs Committee 
of Congress, as well as other 
congressmen in Washington, DC 
and apprised them of the aims and 
objectives of FICAC, its role towards 

consular associations worldwide 
and its relations with international 
organizations. 

2012 was the year of the 30th 
anniversary of FICAC. To mark the 
historic occasion, consular corps 
around the world hosted dinners 
and gave donations for educational 
purposes. In 2013, a delegation 
met with the President of the UN 
Assembly, H.E. Vuc Jeremic, and an 
event and reception were organized 
in New York to celebrate the 50th 
year from the signing of the Vienna 
Convention on Consular Relations.
On the same occasion the Secretary 
General of the United Nations 
addressed the federation and our 
president was invited to contribute 
with an article entitled New Security 
Risks & Challenges for Consuls 
which was published in the United 
Nations Chronicle. 

I would like to invite you to 
visit the federation’s web page 
at www.ficacworld.org for more 
information. And now allow me to 
briefly speak about the history of 
consuls. Consular relations have 
been established between peoples 
since ancient times. The history 
of the consular function is largely 
associated with the development of 
international trade and the economic 
interest of states. 

Tracing the history of consular 
functions, one comes across the 
classical term ‘proxenos,’ which 
meant a (usually prominent) citizen 
of a city state, who felt friendship 
towards another city state and 
therefore he voluntarily took up some 
of the roles which are fulfilled, in 
present times, by honorary consuls. 
The proxenos also used all his 
contacts and influence to support 

friendship or alliance with the town 
which he voluntary represented like, 
for example, Kimon, a proxenos of 
Sparta in Athens who operated there 
even before the outbreak of the first 
Peloponnesian War, nearly 2,500 
years ago. 
The origin of honorary consuls can 
be traced back to the 8th century, 
especially to China, India, and the 
middle eastern regions. In Europe, 
the origin of the consular institution 
takes us to ancient Greece where, 
in the 12th century, the first form of 
the consul emerged and developed 
into its present and more complex 
structure. The official Consular 
Corps was first established in France 
at the end of the 18th century. Other 
states soon followed. The office of 
the honorary consul was originally 
sanctified by common law. The 
extraordinary increase of consulates 
during the 19th and 20th centuries 
highlighted the need for a more 
precise legal framework, particularly 
concerning the consular service and 
the status of consuls. 

After years of consultations and 
preliminary work, the United 
Nations Conference on Consular 
Relations met in Vienna, Austria 
and adopted, on 24 April 1963, the 
Vienna Convention on Consular 
Relations and two optional protocols. 
The convention ‘baptized’ both 
categories of consuls, gave them 
a legal status, invested them with 
UN authority and gave them 
global reach and recognition. Over 
ninety countries as well as several 
international organizations attended 
the conference. It came into force on 
19 March 1967. To date there are 176 
state parties to the convention. 

Excerpt from Hon. Aykut Eken’s speech
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Serbian Consular Corps 
hosts gala dinner to bid farewell 

to delegates

Hon. Ann Pesic, President of the Serbian Consular Corps, is awarded a commemorative plaque by FICAC President Hon. Arnold Foote, 
O.J., C.D., J.P.

Distinguished guests at gala dinner
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On 24 April 2013, FICAC celebrated 
the 50th Anniversary of the Vienna 
Convention with a reception held in 
the United Nations Plaza in New York 
City. The event was attended by 75 
country representatives including the 
President of the UN General Assem- 
bly, Mr. Vuk Jeremic, ambassadors, 
permanent representatives of various 
countries in the UN, the President of 
the Consular Corps in New York, and 
more than 50 consular representatives. 
UN Secretary General, Mr. Ban Ki- 
moon sent a special message on the 
occasion.

Pursuant to FICAC’s decision to hold similar receptions in various regions, HCCD-India organized a function in New 
Delhi on 16 April 2014 to celebrate the golden jubilee of the Vienna Convention. Invitees included the ambassadors, high 
commission- ers and honorary consuls accredited to India as well as senior officers of the Indian Ministry of External 
Affairs, with about 200 guests attending the reception.

HCCD-India holds event in celebration 
of 50th Anniversary of 1963 Vienna 
Convention on Consular Relations

Hon. K. L. Ganju, O.C. V.C. delivers a 
welcome speech

On the dais, from left: Hon. Dr. Sanjay K. Dewan, Hon. Vivek Burman, Ms. Lise Grande, 
Hon. Khaled El Bakly and Hon. K. S. Bhalla.

Hon. Vivek Burman, President of HCCD-India, presided over the function. UN 
Res- ident Coordinator and UNDP Resident Representative to India and Bhutan 
Ms. Lise Grande was the chief guest and Hon. Khaled El Bakly, Ambassador 
of Egypt to India, was the guest of honor and guest speaker. Hon. K. L. Ganju, 
Honorary Consul Gen- eral of Comoros and Secretary General of HCCD-India, 
welcomed the guests.

In her capacity as chief guest, Ms. Lise Grande made commencement observations 
and declared the function open. She also read the congratulatory message of Mr. 
Ban Ki-moon, Secretary General of the United Nations, which was first made 
public dur- ing the initial celebration in New York.
Hon. K. S. Bhalla, Honorary Consul General of Nauru in India and Advisor to 
the World Federation of Consuls, and Hon. Khaled El Bakly delivered keynote 

speeches on The Vienna Convention on Consular Relations of 1963 and The Role of Honorary Consuls in Present Day 
Diplomacy, respectively. On this occasion, HCCD-India instituted the Hon. Bhai Mohan Singh Trophy in recognition of the 
historic and pioneering role played by the late Hon. Dr. Bhai Mohan Singh (1917 – 2006) – then Honorary Consul General of 
San Marino in India and the Founder and President of HCCD-India – in the establishment and consolidation of HCCD-India 
and its affiliation with FICAC. The first trophy and citation were awarded to Hon. K. S. Bhalla in recognition of the outstanding 
service rendered by him to the consular movement both in India and abroad.

Medals of Honor were awarded to deserving consuls from Bangalore, Chennai and Delhi. The two keynote speeches were 
delivered on the occasion and the function concluded with a grand dinner accompanied by music.
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Hon. Nikolaos K. Margaropoulos 
delivers keynote speech at Thessaloniki 

MUN opening ceremony
Hon. Nikolaos K. Margaropoulos, Honorary 
Consul of the Philippines, former President of 
the Greek Consular Corps, FICAC BoD member 
and Chairman of the FICAC Legal Committee, 
was invited to serve as the keynote speaker at 
the 9th Annual Anatolia College of Thessaloniki 
Model United Nations opening ceremony in Thes- 
saloniki, Greece.

Four hundred students from 24 schools and 8 
countries – including Denmark, Egypt, Greece, 
Israel, Italy, Lebanon, Saudi Arabia and Turkey 
– participated in the MUN event, representing 93 
UN member countries and 4 NGOs and IGOs.

Hon. Margaropoulos’s speech was titled FICAC - 
The World Federation of Consuls and the Role of the 
Honorary Consul.

President of FICAC Hon. Arnold Foote, O.J., C.D., J.P.  is seen above presenting the FICAC Medal of Distinction to His Excellency H.E. Ivica 
Dačić, First Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs of Serbia. 

Hon. Nikolaos K. Margaropoulos delivers keynote speech
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ICC Celebrates 50th Anniversary
of Vienna Convention in Istanbul

Hon. Mehmet Samsar addresses the audience at the event to mark the 50th Anniversary of the Vienna Convention.

In celebration of the 50th Anniversary of the Vienna Convention, the ICC (Istanbul Consular 
Corps) organized a conference with Hon. Mehmet Samsar, General Manager of the Directorate of 
Consular Affairs of the Turkish Ministry of Foreign Affairs, that was held on Tuesday, 6 May 2014 
at the Hilton Istanbul Bosphorus Hotel.

This very successful event was attended by 50 career and honorary consuls representing Afghanistan, 
Albania, Argentina, Austria, Bangladesh, Belarus, Bolivia, Bosnia & Herzegovina, Brazil, Cambodia, China, 
the Cook Islands, Croatia, Cyprus, the Czech Republic, the Dominican Republic, Egypt, Gabon, Georgia, 
Greece, Hungary, India, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, Italy, Jamaica, South Korea, Kuwait, Madagascar, Mali, Malta, 
Moldova, Oman, Pakistan, Panama, Papua New Guinea, Peru, Poland, Qatar, Russia, St. Kitts and Nevis, 
San Marino, Seychelles, Singapore, Slovakia, Somalia, Spain, Tunisia and the United States.

The conference was followed by a dinner with Hon. Mehmet Samsar and Hon. Kenan Ipek, the Representative 
of the Min- istry of Foreign Affairs of the Turkish Republic in Istanbul, which was hosted at the residence of 
Hon. and Mrs. Aykut Eken.
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