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Dr. Michael Nobel

Honoured
Receives the FICAC Order of Merit

LI YL L
ORD

50th Anniver sary cdebrations of the United Nations Vienna Convention on Conaular Rdationswerehdd at the
JW. Marriott Marquisin Miami Florida on the 1 of February 2014. Dr. Michad Nobd isthefirg recpient of
the FICAC Order of Merit, the commemorative medal of the 50th Anniversary of the Vienna Convention on
Conaular Rdations 1963 from the Presdent of FICAC, Hon. Arnald Foote, OJ, CD, JP. Alsoin photograph from
left, Hon. Nikolaos M ar gar gpoulos, Director, Hon. Aykut Eken, Secretary General, Hon. CodasL efkaritis, Vice

Presdent of FICAC.

Severa Dignitariesfrom around theworld flew to Miami for the occason. Thishigoric event waswel attended
and very successful.




Introduction of Dr. Michael Nobel

by Hon. Nikolaos Margaropoulos
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In picture from left Hon. Aykut Eken, FICAC Secretary General, Hon. Nikolaos Margaropoulos introducing Dr. Michae Nobel,
FICAC Presdent, HonourableArnold Footeand Hon. Cogtas L efkaritis.

In his introduction, Hon. Nikolaos
Mar garopoulossaid:

Michad Nobd was born in 1941 in
Sockholm, Swveden. Heisamember of
the Nobd family, the great grandson of
Indugridig and humanitarian, Ludvig
Nobd, thefounder of Branobd, and one
of the worlds riches men in histime
Luadvig wasthe brother of Alfred Nobd
whoinvented dynamite, and etablished
5 prizesinthefamily name.

After sudies in Sveden and America
Prof. Nobd obtaned a doctorae a
the Universty of Lausanne in psycho-

pediagogy.

He then worked for seven years as
a reearcher in odd scences a the
Inditute for Mass Communication a
the Lausane Univarsty and a the
Depatment of Sodd Psychiary a
the Inditute of Sodd and Prevertive
Medicine He was ds0 conaultant to
,\_UNESCO in Pais and the Geneva

United Nation's Socid Affairs Divison
inthefidd of drug abuse prevention.
For 15 years he ds0 represanted the
Nobd family as vice charman ad
later chairman of its board of directors
He is founder and trustee of the Nobd
Sudanadle Trud.

Dr. Nobd participatedintheintroduction
of magnetic resonance imaging as
European Vice Presdent of Fonar Corp
iN1981. From 199102007 hesarvedas
the Executive Charman of the MRAB
Group, acompany providing diagnodic
imeging services to Swedish hospitals
Today Dr. Nobd is charmen or board
member of SX internationa companies
in medicd diagnodtics, trestment and
information sysems

In the academic fidd Dr. Nobd was
vigting professor & the Fontier
Ressarch  Inditute & the Tokyo
Indtitute of Technology between 2007
and 2012. He is currently a senior

fdlow a the Centre for the Sudy of
World Civilizations & Tokyo Tech
and a profesor & Sasa Universty,.
He regulaly gives keynote lectures
on vaious subjects a internaiond
conferences around the world.

Miched Nobd gts on  sved
internationa prize committess and hes
recalved many internaiond dtations
and avardsfor hiswork in the fidds of
medicine and conflict resolution. These
indude an honorary doctorate from
Soka University in Japan and honorary
profesorships  from  the Nationd
Academy of Scence of Azerbajan and
theAlfred Nobd Univeraty in Ukraine

Ladiesand Gentlemen, it givesmegrest
pleesure to ask Dr. Miched Nobd to
come forward and recaive the FICAC
Order of Meit, the Commemordive
Medd marking the 50th Anniversary
of the Vienna Convention on Consular
Rdaions
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" President of FICAC welcomes guests to the
banguet Honouring Dr. Michael Nobel

FICAC President, The Honour able Arnold Foote OJ, CD, JP, Dr. Michad Nobd and Hon. Costas L efkaritis.

FICAC Presdent Arnold Foote,
in his speech, said:

On behdf of the Board of Directors
of the World Federation of Conauls,
it gives me greet pleasure to welcome
you dl here this evening to our
banquet to honour Dr. Michadl Nobdl.

On 24th April, 1963, the United
Nations Conference on Consular
Rdations adopted and opened for
dgnaure, the Vienna Convention
on Conaular Reations, the Optiond
Protocol concerning acquigition of
nationdity and the Optiond Protocol
concerning the compul sory settlement
of disputes.

On 24th April, 2013, The World
Federation of Consuls congratulated
the United Nations and its member

dateson theattainment by theVienna
Convention on Consular Relations of
its Golden Jubilea

To mak the occason of the
50th Anniversary of the Vienna
Convention on Consular Relations, a
reception was held by our Federation
a the Turkish Centre, opposite the
United Naions, & which over 100
countries were represented.

The guest ligt was headed by H. E.
Mr. Vuk Jeremic, Presdent of the
Gengrd Asmbly of the United
Nations. The Secretary Generd H.
E. Ban Ki-moon, sent his gpologies
for not being adle to atend due to a
previous engagement.

It is important to note tha our
Federation is the only NGO to

publicly congratulate the United
Nations on its achievement.

The Boad of Directors of our
Federation decided to mak the
occasion by honouring 5 outstanding
citizensof theworld and | am pleased
to announce that Dr. Michael Nobel
was the first world citizen chosen. Dr.
Nobd will receive the FICAC Order
of Merit, the commemorative medd
marking the 50th Anniversary of
the Vienna Convention on Consular
Rdations.

While the origin of the Consular
inditution can be traced back to
ancient Greece, it was not until the
12th century that the first figure of
the Consul emerged and developed
to its present and more complex
dructure. The extraordinary increase
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Presdent of World Federation of ConsulsHon. Arnold Foatecongratulates Dr. Michad Nobd on
hisrecaivingtheFICAC Order of Merit. “ Thisaward iswel deserved Dr. Nobd. Wearehonored
that you areherewith ustonight recavingthe FICAC Orde of Merit” saysHon. Arnold Foote.

of Conaulaes during the 19th and
20th centuries reveded the need for a
precise legal framework specific to the
Conaular sarviceand thelegd satus of
Conauls.

The Vienna Convention on Consular
Reaions 1963 recognized that
Honorary Consuls tha had been
extendvely utilized in the pad,
constituted an efficient instrument
in enhancing internationa reations.
Laer on, changes in socid, politica
and economic activity crested a new
chdlenge for the Consular indtitution;
the protection of citizens and the
safeguard of thar interest.

The World Federation of Consuls was
established in Copenhagen in October
1982 &s the Federation Internationae
des Corps et Associaions Consulaires,
abbreviated as FICAC. FICAC was
born out of the necessty to bring
together Consular Corps and Consular

Asocidions to share experiences and
to coordinate efforts to enhance the
effectiveness and Satus of the Consul.
Our Federation is incorporated in
Bdgium by Royd Decree as a non-
profit international organization with
its Permanent Secretariat located in
Brussels

TheFederation’sbusinessisconducted
through severd committees, each
operating with clearly defined
portfolios and terms of reference.
Our Boad of Directors meds
quarterly to evduae action by the
committees and take decisonson thelr
recommendations, in accordance with
mandates and policies agreed by the
Generd Assembly a our Triennid
World Congress.

Our Federation enjoys United Nations
recognition asan NGO with ECOSOC
Satus. We have smilar recognition at
the European Union, and wearedso

~

recognized by the Organization of
American States

The World Federation of Consuls has
achieved internationd  recognition,
credibility and influence. Today,
our Federation has over 90 country
members, associations and affiliated
members with severd thousand
individud Consul members. Our
membership is a network of highly
experienced, well connected
individuads, whose determined focus,
combined expertise and resources can
be used to impact theworld for good.

The practice of mutua respect and
adherence to the principals recognized
in the Vienna Convention on Consular
Rdations 1963 will continue to guide
the promotion of Consular cooperation
in each member country.

We have undeteken an extensve
programme, to congratulate and thank
the United Nations, and celebrate
the 50th Anniversary of the Vienna
Convention on Consular Redions,
which involves dl our members in
every region of theworld.

Ladies and Gentlemen, on behdf of
the Directors and members of our
Federation, | would like to agan
welcome you and thank you for being
with ustonight and sincerdly hopeyou
will enjoy the evening.
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Dr. Michael Nobel praises Consuls.

“You are truly indispensable representatives of the Diplomatic Corps”

Dr.Michad Nobd addressingtheaudienceat the
FICAC banquet.

In hisspesch, Hon. Dr. Michad Nobd
said:

Der Amold, excdlences, dear
colleagues, ladies and gentlemen.

It is great to be here tonight and | am
very honored to paticipae in this
presigious dinner organized by the
Internationa Federation of Consuls.

| have been asked to tak about the
Nobe Prize but before | do | would
like to express my specid thanks to a
number of persons here.

I"d like to warmly thank Arnold and
PetriciaFootefor hosting thisevent and
for doing me this sngular honor. My
thanks dso go to the board of directors
of the Internationd Federation of
Conauls

In photograph with Dr. Michad Nobd areHon. NikdlaosMar garopoulos, Director, Hon. Sylvain Cohen, Director, Hon. FrancoisPiers Director
and Hon. Aykut Eken, FICAC Secretary General.

| am very pleased to see 0 many
representatives of the diplomatic corps
here but | would dso liketo thank those
here who are not members of FICAC
and have cometonight.

Sartingwiththosewho havethefarthest
to travdl we have among us Nicola
Korpan from Vienna, Henrik Sdstam
from Gothenburg with his busness
associate Erik Fareld from Norway,
Vincent Giampapa with partner from
New Jarsey. From Horidawe have Fred
Blevens and his wife, Tom Scheefer
and lagt but certainly not least, Robin
and Susie Shdlley from Coconut Grove.
Thank you dl very much for being
here. | dso would like to express some
words of admiration for the members
of FICAC present. When people talk
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of diplomats they usudly refer to
ambassadors, charged affaires, military
and commercid attaches and o on.

But much of thered work isbeing done
by the consuls and their offices. They
are facing many of the problems of the
world, replacements of lost passports
and money, vigtsto prisoners, atending
official luncheons, having to explain and
impose rules from the home office and
S0 on. You are the truly indispensable
representatives of the diplomatic corps.

Let me give you some background on
Alfred Nobel and the prize, which bears
his name. Alfred Nobel was my greet
granduncle, we dl come from his two
brothers, he was never married.

In 1895 Alfred and his brothers owned
or controlled assets of 83 million
cowns incduding being the sole
ownersof theworld's second largest all
company in Russa, assats which today

\

Dr. Michad Nobd addressng theaudienceat the FICAC banquet.

crowns, not such a great fortune today
but one of thelargest intheworld at thet
time.

In Paris in 1895 Alfred Nobd was
pondering what he was going to do
with his fortune. His brothers and
their children were aready rich and he
had no children of his own. So Alfred
created the famous will, which would
redize some of the gods to which he
had devoted much of hislife.

Alfred’s reasons for cregting the Prize
were defined by him in the following
way: “To spread enlightenment is to
soread prosperity for everyone and
with prosperity most of the evil will
disappear. The conquests of scientific
research... indtill in us the hope that the
microbes of the body and the soul will
gradudly be exterminated and that the
only war humanity will wage in the

Severd dudies have shown that the
name Nobd is one of the most well
known and respected the world over.
The main reason for this is of course
these Nobel Prizes There are literdly
many hundreds of prizes and awards,
among which there are dozens of pesce
prizesbut only one sandsfar above any
of the others.

Theprizesumtoday amountstoroughly
$1 million, tax free, except of coursein
the US.

Alfred’s reasons for cregting the Prize
were defined by him in the following
way:

“To goread enlightenment is to
oread progperity for everyone and
with prosperity most of the evil will
disappear. The conquests of scientific
research... indil in us the hope that the
microbes of the body and the soul will

would represent severd billion dollars.  future will be the war againgt those gradualy be exterminated and that the
Alfred's part was 30 million Swedish  microbes’. only war humanity will wage in the
y
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future will be the war agangt those
microbes’. Nice sentiment | think.
Why did he choose the five subjects
he did, chemidry, physcs, literature,
medicine and peace? Why not, for
example, mathematics or astronomy or
biology?

Theanswer issmple.

He chose chemidry and phydcs
because he worked in those fields and
saw himsdf primarily to be a chemist
and aphydcig.

He choose literaiure because he was
aso degply interested in literature, he
reed voracioudy and had a very large
collection of books.

Hisinterest in medicine was reinforced
by the fact that he was in poor hedth,
somewhat of a hypochondriac and
congtantly complaining about various
alments. He found it ironic that the
doctors prescribed nitroglycerine for
his vaso-condtrictory-based headaches
since he fdt his work with the acids
producing the substance, had in fact
caused them.

His interes in peace came from
several sources, he was influenced by
the pacific poetry of the English poet
Percy Shelley, by his long standing
friendship with Bertha von Suiter,
who won the Nobd peece prize in
1905 and agenuine persond desireto
promote peace. He had no particular
interest in mathematics or astronomy
or other subjects.

Why the unique prestige of the Nobel
Prize?Why isit that the Nobd Prize
shines dl done & the top, far above
any other?

Fire, a veay long tradition. Each
Nobd lauregte becomes member of a
large group of famous people whose
collective  accomplishments  and
reputation is reflected upon him or her
and their descendants.

A second reason is the solemnity of
the proceedings, it is a rather splendid
ceremony, the Swedish king bestows
the prizes, with the royd family
atending together with leading
politicians, scientists, academicians,
the banquet is resplendent with dassic
music, peformance of internationa
atigs, beautiful surroundings, the best
food and wine that Sweden can offer
and soforth.

A third reason is the thoroughness in
the sdection of the candidates each
procedure involves dozens of externd
experts, takesthe better part of ayear to
do and codis the equivaent of the prize
itsdf, over amillion dollars.

There isdso a drict forma separation
between the family who gave the

money, the foundation who manages it
and organizes the ceremonies and the
committees who sdect the winners.
No undue cross influence is thereby
possible, aswith some other prizes.

The prizes ae furthermore truly
internationd; they are given to anyone
regardless of race, naiondity, creed
and s=x. No redrictionsthat might have
|essened the reputation of the award.

The significant prize amount is another
reason. A million dollarsis ill afarly
subgtantial sum, tax-freein al countries
except one, can you guess which one,
the US of course.

United States far dominate the number
of scientific prizes received with almost
70 % of the totd. In the US, Harvard
tops the lig followed by UCLA, Cd
Tech. MIT, Chicago and Stanford. After
Harvard, Cambridge Universty in the
United Kingdom comes second in the
tota number of prizeswon.

Dr. Vincent Giampapa, Ms. MonicaAlfonso and Dr. Michad Nobd.
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A frequently asked quedtion is why
these five particular subjects were
chosen by Alfred and not others, for
example mathematics or astronomy or

biology.

The answer is dmple. He chose
chemidry and phydcs because he
worked in those fields all his life and
saw himsdf primarily to be a scientidt.
He choose literature because he was
aso degply interested in literature and
had a very large collection of books,
he reed voracioudy, wrote poems and
a play cdled the Nemess, a rather
mediocre melodrama which, perhaps
fortunately, was never shown in public
during hislifetime.

His interest in medicine was d o great
and was reinforced by the fact that he
was often in poor hedth, somewha

kof a hypochondriac and congantly

complaining about various alments.
He found it ironic that the doctors
precribed  nitroglycerine  for  his
headaches, since he felt his work with
the acids producing nitroglycerine had
in fact caused these problems.

His devation to peace came from
several sources, he was influenced
by the pacific poetry of the English
poet Percy Shdlley, by along standing
friendship with Bertha von Sutter, who
won the Nobd peace prizein 1905 and
a genuine persond desire to promote
peace. He had no particular interest in
mathemétics or astronomy or other
ubjects.

As a parenthesis, the so-caled Nobd
Prizeineconomicsisredly the Svedish
Centrd Bank’s prize in memory of
Alfred Nobd and was created in the

In photograph from left, Hon. Aykut Eken, FICAC Secretary General, Dr. Elaine Davis, Chair person FICAC South Caribbean Region,
Dr. Michael Nobdl, Dr. Cecilia Rokusak, Honourary Consul for the Slovak Republicin Miami Florida.

1970ties. He himsdf was never redly
interested in making money except to
advance science.

How could then a man, as genuindy
interested in peace as Alfred Nobd,
purchaseoneof theworld'slargest arms
manufacturers, the Swedish Bofors

company?

He did this because he believed that in
providing each country with so many
wegponsthat they could not attack each
other, aprimitiveform of terror balance,
and he dreamed about inventing a
wegpon 0 terible as to make war
between nationsimpossible.

Ladies and gentlemen, thiswas only a
brief recitdl of the life of Alfred Nobd,
and thank you for your attention.




Hon.Thomas Amaral Neves reads the citation to Dr. Michael Nobe. Also in photo from left Hon. Nikolaos Margaropoulos, Hon.
Sylvain Cohen, Hon. FrancoisPiers, Hon. Aykut Eken, Hon. Arnold Footeand Hon. CostasL efkaritis.

From left Hon. Francois Piers and Mrs. Piers, Hon. Thomas Mr. David Tate, Dr. Michad Nobel, Mr. Alan Byles and FICAC
Amaral Nevesand Mrs. Neves. Presdent, Hon. Arnold Foote OJ, CD, JP.




From left Mrs. Patricia Foote, Dr. Vincent Giampapa, Dr. Michad Ms. Jackie Perle, Mrs. Joan Mahfood and Mrs. Patricia Foote.
Nobel, Ms. Monica Alfonso and Prof. Nikolai Korpan.

Mr. and Mrs. ThomasAmaral Neveswith Dr. Michael Nobel. In photograph from left isHon. Don Chee-A-Tow Barbados CC,
Mrs. Karen Wright, Dr. Michad Nobel Hon. Rosendo Alvarez and
ThomasAmaral Neves.
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Dr. Michad Nobd, Hon. Gonul Eken, Hon. Aykut Ekenand Mr.Eyup Ozturk.  Dr. Cedilia Rokusak, Ambassador Umberto Vattani and Mr. Michad
Youngman.

Hon. Sonia Brouwer, Dr. Michael Nobd and Hon. Wilhelm Brouwer. From left Dr. Michael Nobel, Mrs. Margo Youngman, Hon. Arnold
Foote and Mrs. Foote and Hon. Elaine Davis.




From left, Prof. Fred Blevens, Ms. MonicaAlfonso, Mrs. Blevensand Mr. and Mrs. Robin Shelley.

From left having a great moment together is Hon. Gonul Eken, Hon. Mrs. Joan M ahfood, Mrs. Patricia Foote, Mr. Jalil Dabdoub and
Nikolaos M ar garopoulos and Hon. Sylvain Cohen. Mrs.Diana Dabdoub.
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