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Sri Lanka President, 
H.E. Mahendra Rajapaksa, 

Honoured

It was an excellent reception and 
all delegates thoroughly enjoyed 
themselves. Over one hundred 
delegates at the FICAC 2nd 
South Asia Regional Consular 
Conference were in attendance 
at the Palace. Some of the guests 
at the presentation included Hon. 
Aykut Eken, Secretary General of 
FICAC, Hon. Costas Lefkaritis, 
Vice President of FICAC, Hon. 
Francois Piers, Director of FICAC, 
and Mrs. Piers,  Hon. Manik Perera, 

Past President of the Association 
of Honorary Consuls in Sri Lanka 
and Mrs. Perera, Hon. Maahen 
Kariyawasan, Secretary/Treasurer 
of the Association of Consuls in 
Sri Lanka, Hon. Vivek Burman, 
President of the Honorary Consular 
Corps Diplomatique - India, and 
Mrs. Burman, Hon. Kamal Chinoy, 
Hon. Consul for Cyprus in Pakistan, 
Hon. Kazi Shamsul Haque, Hon. 
Consul - Bangladesh, Hon. K. M. 
Mozibul Hoque, Consul, Republic 

of Yemen, Hon. Suresh Vaswani, 
Consul - India, Hon. Shivkumar 
Eshwaran, HCCD India, Hon. 
Padma Jyoti, Immediate Past Dean 
of HCC Nepal, Hon. Pradeep Kumar 
Shrestha, Nepal, Hon. Elaine Davis, 
Director FICAC Caribbean Region, 
Hon. Mohammed Shajahan, newly 
appointed Chairman of FICAC 
South Asia Region (2014), Dr. Upali 
Weragama and Mrs. Weragama.

The President of the Democratic Republic of Sri Lanka, His Excellency Percy Mahendra Rajapaksa, seen above receiving 
the FICAC Meritorious Medal of Distinction from the President of the World Federation of Consuls, The Honourable 
Arnold Foote OJ, at a reception held at the Presidential Palace recently. Also present from left; the Minister of External 
Affairs, H. E. Professor G. L. Peiris, Hon. Kartar Bhalla, Chairman of FICAC South Asia Region, Hon. K. L. Ganju, FICAC 
Director and Dr. Ganju, and Hon. Daya Weththasinghe, President of the Association of Consuls in Sri Lanka.
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Consuls have a key role to play in an 
increasingly globalised world

                                   - H.E. Disanayaka M. Jayaratne

operate on a ceremonial level while 
also working to promote mutually 
beneficial commercial, cultural and 
scientific relations between nations. 

The goal is to keep both countries 
engaged with each other and in 
constant dialogue about new ideas to 
help everyone involved. Making use 
of the services of honorary consuls 
has increased in recent years. They 
perform many of the same functions 
as career consuls but are much less 
costly to the sending country.

Honorary consuls are generally 
dignitaries or persons of position in 
business and society in the receiving 
state, while having some connection 
to the sending state. They are 
recognised by the sending states as 
persons of influence, capable of 
furthering the objectives of the 
sending state in the receiving state. 
Honorary consuls work with local 
leaders to keep diplomatic relations 
open between countries. They are 
responsible for protecting the sending 
country’s interests in the host country.

As consuls representing different 
countries, you have a key role to play 
in an increasingly globalised world. 
On the other hand, as a citizen of 
Sri Lanka, your contribution to the 
economy of the country is invaluable. 

Your advice, work and actions are 
of utmost importance for us to take 
necessary policy decisions that will 
meet the needs and the expectations 
demanded by interdependent 
countries. I would like to emphasise 

that honorary consuls are exceptional 
because they are officials of both the 
sending and the host states.

50 years have elapsed since the 
implementation of the Vienna 
Convention on Consular Relations in 
1963. It is now time for us to evaluate 
the hard work done by consuls for the 
improvement of the economic and 
social condition of the world.

This conference is an opportunity 
for us to get informed and enrich our 
knowledge by listening to different 
opinions and understanding each 
other. I am hopeful that you could 
inform to your respective countries 
about the significant changes that 
have taken place in Sri Lanka; the 
investment-friendly environment here 
after the dawn of the peace.

I also hope that you would guide your 
foreign guests to travel out of Colombo. 
They will see the natural beauty and 
the recent development of our country 
and experience for themselves truly 
Sri Lankan hospitality. I am hopeful 
that it would help boost tourism in our 
country and would help abolish the 
misleading publicity around the world 
against Sri Lanka.

In conclusion, while commending 
your efforts in enhancing trade 
relations between Sri Lank and other 
countries, I present all my sincere 
regards and respect for a successful 
conference. 

Thank you.

It is indeed a pleasure to be with you 
today for the inaugural ceremony of the 
2nd South Asia Regional Conference 
of the World Federation of Consuls 
(FICAC).

Let me first thank the Honorable 
Chairman of the Organising 
Committee of this conference, Mr. 
Daya Wettasinghe, and all committee 
members for their commitment and 
valuable support in the preparation of 
this event in Sri Lanka. I know that 
their tireless efforts made this meeting 
a huge success.

As you all are aware, a consul is an 
official appointed by a Government 
to reside in a foreign country and 
represent his or her government’s 
commercial interests and assist its 
citizens there. We have linked with 
the trade world, appointing around 79 
honorary consuls outside the country 
and around 47 consuls in Sri Lanka 
appointed by other governments.
Unlike career consuls, honorary 
consuls are not directly compensated 
by the sending country and are not 
considered civil servants. Instead, they 

H.E. Disanayaka M. Jayaratne, 
Prime Minster of the Democratic 
Republic of Sri Lanka
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important member of our Federation 
and they have done a marvelous job in 
organising the 2nd FICAC Regional 
Consular Conference. 

I would like to congratulate and thank 
the President of the Association of 
Consuls in Sri Lanka, Hon. Daya 
Weththasinghe, the Secretary, Hon. 
Maahen Kariyawasan, the members of 
the Organising Committee and last but 
not least, Hon. Kartar Bhalla, Chairman 
of the FICAC South Asia Region.
I would like to thank you all for the 
excellent work that you have done in 
making this event possible.

When I look at the conference 
room, I have to make mention of the 
preparation, the beautiful setting, 
the wonderful atmosphere and the 
excellent attendance. Thank you 
again, gentlemen. You have done our 
Federation proud.
 
This year marks the 30th anniversary 
of our Federation and tomorrow night 
we will be honouring several Consuls 
in this region who have contributed 
greatly to their Consular Corps and to 
their country.

The World Federation of Consuls was 
established in Copenhagen in October 
1982. Our Federation was born out of 
the necessity to bring together Consular 
Corps and Consular Associations 
to share experiences and coordinate 
efforts to enhance the effectiveness and 
status of the Consul. Our Federation 
is incorporated in Belgium by Royal 
Decree as a non-profit international 
organisation with its Permanent 
Secretariat located in Brussels.

The Federation’s business is conducted 
through several committees, each 
operating with clearly defined portfolios 
and terms of reference.
Our Board of Directors meets 
quarterly to evaluate action by the 
committees and take decisions on their 
recommendations. 

Our Federation enjoys United Nations 
recognition as an NGO with ECOSOC 
status. We have similar recognition at 
the European Union and we are also 
recognised by the Organisation of 
American States.

The World Federation of Consuls 
has achieved international credibility, 
recognition and influence.

Today, our Federation has over 90 
country members, Associations 
and affiliated members with several 
thousand individual Consul members. 
Our membership is a network of 
highly experienced, well-connected 
individuals, whose determined focus, 
combined expertise and resources can 
be used to impact the world for good.
The practice of mutual respect and 
adherence to the principles recognised 
in the Vienna Convention on Consular 
Relations 1963 will continue to guide 
the promotion of consular cooperation 
in each member country.
50th Anniversary of the 
Vienna Convention 
On 24th April, 2013, the World 
Federation of Consuls congratulated 
the United Nations on the 50th 
Anniversary of the Vienna Convention

continued on pg 4 

The Honourable Arnold Foote OJ, 
President - World Federation of Consuls

The President of FICAC, The Honourable 
Arnold Foote OJ, in his opening address 
said:

I stand before you today, pleased 
and privileged to be part of this 2nd 
FICAC South Asia Regional Consular 
Conference.

I am humbled and deeply appreciative 
that H. E. Hon. D. M. Jayaratne, Prime 
Minister of the Democratic Republic of 
Sri Lanka, has discerned the importance 
of the occasion and taken the time to add 
his presence to declare our 2nd South 
Asia Consular Conference officially open. 
What a great honour this is for us. Thank 
you very much, Mr. Prime Minister.

I cannot say enough about the graciousness 
and the hospitality that we have all 
received from we arrived here in beautiful 
Sri Lanka. Thank you very much. 
The Association of Consuls in Sri 
Lanka, the host of this event, is a very 

The World Federation of Consuls has 
achieved international recognition, 

credibility and influence                                   -  The Honourable Arnold Foote OJ
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between nations. 
FICAC provides an appropriate forum 
for consultation and networking, as 
we build partnerships for the effective 
performance of our duties in a rapidly 
changing world.
Today, the role of the State is vastly 
different from that which it played for 
most of the 20th century. New, powerful 
actors have swept onto the 

international stage. Transnational 
corporations, aided by the forces of 
globalisation, wield a vast influence on 
international decision-making. 
Non-governmental organisations and 
civil society rightly demand their space 
on the global stage.
The original concept of sovereignty 
gradually loses relevance in a 
world where states have declared 
a commitment to the charters of 
international organisations, to bilateral 
and multilateral treaties and conventions, 
and to the growing body of international 
law and jurisprudence affecting every 
sphere of life.

It is in this context that diplomatic and 

consular representatives must constantly 
update the theory and practice of their 
craft, if they are to remain relevant to the 
global struggle for peace, security and 
sustainable development.

Consular operations can no longer 
be confined to the issuance of travel 
documents and attention to the welfare 
of nationals of the countries that we 
represent, as globalisation has altered the 
framework of bilateral and multilateral 
cooperation.

Several countries worldwide are closing 
their embassies for budgetary reasons 
and are appointing more honorary 
consuls to serve in countries where they 
have business interests. The role of the 
honorary consul must be expanded to 
encompass the full range of economic, 
political and diplomatic relations. This 
expanded role is particularly important 
for developing countries and small states 
which cannot afford global deployment 
of their foreign service.

A critically important component of 
the foundation of peace, democracy 
and development, is economic growth. 
In today’s world economy, which is 
being transformed by a comprehensive 
process of advanced globalisation, 
international trade is the engine of 
economic growth, and has assumed 
an increasingly prominent role in state-
to-state relations. The development of 
trade is one of the main functions of the 
consul, and its promotion is integral to 
my administration.
 
The purpose of the FICAC Trade 
Development Committee is to 
promote cross-border business, trade 
development and networking among 
members. Its operation is to organise 
and host trade expos and trade missions.

Comparative advantage
The members of our Federation are 
ideally suited to participate positively 
in trade promotion activities. Indeed, 

continued on pg 4 
on Consular Relations. We celebrated the 
occasion in New York with a cocktail 
reception at which over 100 country 
representatives were present. 

The Secretary General of the United 
Nations, His Excellency Mr. Ban Ki-
moon, unfortunately, could not attend, but 
sent a message to our Federation, which 
has been circulated to our membership 
worldwide.

The President of the General Assembly 
of the United Nations, His Excellency 
Mr. Vuk Jeremić, led the guest list of 
diplomats representing nations from all 
over the world.
It was an historic occasion, as our 
Federation is the only organisation to 
have congratulated the United Nations 
on the 50th Anniversary of its Vienna 
Convention on Consular Relations.

A forum for consultation

In the dynamic international arena of our 
times, the key to growth and development 
is partnership within and 

The Honourable Arnold Foote OJ, President of FICAC, and Mrs. Patricia Foote are welcomed 
by the President of the Democratic Republic of Sri Lanka, His Excellency Mahendra 
Rajapaksa, to the reception at the Presidential Palace. Looking on from right is Hon. Daya 
Weththasinghe, President of the Association of Consuls in Sri Lanka, and Hon. Costas 
Lefkaritis, Vice President of FICAC.
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FICAC International Trade Expo is 
vital to its success. This programme is 
unique. It is the only trade promotional 
programme worldwide that promotes 
trade directly between the sending and 
receiving states.

The FICAC International Trade Expo 
offers countries an opportunity to do 
business without having to deal with 
large budgets and large participation 
costs. It is an event which provides 
the right environment for bilateral and 
multilateral trade and information.

Our participation in the promotion 
of commercial links between 
member countries is of vital 
importance to us.

Sponsorship from the private 
sector is easily available because of 
the importance of this programme 
at national and international levels.
The future lies in the development 
of fair trade in this region and the 
rest of the world. Our work in 
this modern world has taken on 
new and significant dimensions. 

Despite emails, web cameras and 
video conferencing, there is no 
substitute for meeting someone 
face to face, making personal 
acquaintances, building on the 
networks and friendships that we 
already have, and making new 
friends and contacts.

That process can only increase our 
effectiveness in the roles we are 
called upon to play. That is one 
of the opportunities that we have 
here in Colombo, Sri Lanka, over 
the next two days.

We look forward to insightful 
presentations and a productive 
exchange of views, to the end that 
the declaration to be issued by 
this conference will long be the 
compass for our endeavours.

And so I welcome you, I thank you 
for coming; I know that you will 
find this conference worth your 
while.

Thank you very much.

Consular Corps have a comparative 
advantage in undertaking trade 
promotion because Consular Corps have 
a much broader geographic deployment 
and can therefore provide more extensive 
coverage than Diplomatic Corps.

This is particularly so for developing 
countries who are unable to afford 
diplomatic representation in all the 
locations where they have important 
economic interests. The Consular 
Corps has a presence in all major 
cities, in the centres of commerce and 
industry, whereas the Diplomatic Corps 
is concentrated in capital cities, which 
in several cases are political rather than 
economic centres.

The Consular Corps include a very high 
proportion of Consuls with considerable 
business expertise and they are ideally 
suited for developing trade. The members 
of our Federation are immersed in 
communities in ways in which diplomats 
cannot be, and their knowledge of local 
conditions and local products can be 
useful in identifying niche markets, 
distribution networks and new tradable 
goods and services.

Consuls can be important conduits 
for information which can inform 
international trade negotiations, and 
enhance the awareness and involvement 
of the public. International trade expos 
and trade fairs have been successfully 
organised by our members. The member 
corps that have done this, have seen their 
image and status grow considerably.

They have earned the respect of the 
Government of the country, and in 
particular the Ministries of Foreign 
Affairs and Foreign Trade, the private 
sector and the public.

This programme will also develop 
better relations between the Diplomatic 
Corps and the Consular Corps, as the 
Diplomatic Corps’ involvement in the 

The World Federation of Consuls President, The Honourable Arnold Foote OJ, receiving a 
special award from the Consular Corps of Punjab, Pakistan, at eh FICAC South Asia Regional 
Conference. The presentation was made on behalf of Hon. Qazi Humayun Fareed, Dean of the 
Consular Corps of Punjab, who was unable to attend.



6

We are Ambassadors of Goodwill
                                                                                          - Hon. Daya Weththasinghe

We, as Consuls-General, should take 
pride in having been chosen to represent 
the foreign states in our countries and 
should make every effort to serve the 
state we are representing with utmost 
efficiency and ensure the cordial 
relationship between your native country 
and the country one represents.

In the course of our programme for the 
next few days, we shall have a mutual 
exchange of thoughts and ideas which 
will help the progress and development 
of our activities.

We are Ambassadors of Goodwill 
who represent many nations and are 
quite often placed in situations where 
we have to carry out our duties under 
difficult conditions, all of which we 
have overcome and performed well, 
mainly due to the co-operation and 
support extended to us by the officials 
of the countries we represent. I would 
also like to bring to your notice that the 
idea of holding this prestigious event in 
Sri Lanka was a suggestion put forward 
by the late Honorary Consul General of 
Czech Republic, Mr. Jayantha Fernando, 
to Honorary Consul General of Nauru 
in India, Mr. K.S. Bhalla, Chairman of 
the World Federation of Consuls South 
Asia Regional Committee and Vice 
President Emeritus – Hony. Consular 
Corps Diplomatique-India, with whom 
the Organising Committee has worked 
very closely to make this event a reality.  
Let me also, on behalf of the Organising 
Committee, extend my special thanks 
to Hon. Arnold Foote, the President of 
FICAC, who has been in constant touch 
and advising me and the Organising 
Committee, whether it is day or night, for 
the smooth and successful preparations 
of this event.  Myself and the Organising 
Committee whilst appreciating your 
support, let me thank both of you.

At this moment, we also must appreciate 
the Honourable Prime Minister’s 
presence here with us as the chief guest 
to grace this occasion with all his busy 
schedule of work.  Thank you, sir, for 
being with us this morning. Today, 
we too have Honourable Dr. Sarath 
Amunugama, Senior Minister of 
International Monetary Co-operation & 

Deputy Minister of Finance & Planning 
as the guest of honour.  Sir, you have been 
always accommodating and helping our 
Association, whatever the time we need 
you.  Thank you for being present here 
today. 

I must thank His Excellency, the President 
of Sri Lanka, Honourable Mahinda 
Rajapaksa, for accommodating our 
request for our delegation to visit him 
this evening at the President’s Official 
Residence. Your Excellency, let me 
thank you and your staff, on behalf of 
my Organising Committee, for this 
gesture.

I am failing in my duties if I am not 
mentioning about the support we 
received from the External Affairs 
Ministry of Sri Lanka, especially the 
advice and guidelines offered to our 
Consular Association by Honourable 
Sajin Vass Gunawardane, Monitoring 
Member of Parliament, Ministry of 
External Affairs and his dedicated 
Ministry staff.  If not for their support 
we would not have organised this event 
so well.  It is my duty to thank him and 
his staff on behalf of the Organising 
Committee for co-coordinating this 
event so efficiently.
Let me also request from all of you 
present here today to bear with us for 
any shortcomings you may experience 
during the proceedings of this event as 
it would be due to reasons beyond the 
control of the Organising Committee 
and officials who have worked tirelessly 
to stage this 2nd FICAC South Asia 
Regional Conference in Colombo Sri 
Lanka.

While taking this opportunity to request 
all members present here in Sri Lanka 
to make this event a memorable one, 
I, as Chairman, and members of the 
Organising Committee wish you all a 
pleasant stay in Sri Lanka.

It is also my privilege and pleasure 
to accord a warm welcome specially 
to FICAC President, the Honourable 
Arnold Foote, and his charming wife, 
who are here with us this morning.

Thank you all.

Hon. Daya Weththasinghe, Chairman of the 
Organising Committee of FICAC’s 2nd South 
Asia Regional Conference

It is my distinct honour and pleasure to 
welcome you all to this assembly today. 

It is abundantly clear that we who constitute 
the consular representation of this entire 
region play a predominantly vital role in the 
international sphere to which we belong. 
It gives us a sense of belonging to direct 
the affairs within the ambit of our own 
representation.

Primarily, we concern ourselves with 
the focus on our individual national 
characteristics based on multilateral trades 
and our cultural traditions.

As we all know, in accordance with the 
Vienna Convention, career consuls are 
state officials, and honorary consuls who 
represent a foreign country in their native 
country, they are handpicked individuals 
of high reputation and are called upon to 
perform various duties entrusted to them 
in promoting commercial and cultural 
activities and, more importantly, looking 
after the interests and welfare of the citizens 
from the country you are representing 
during their visits to your country when they 
are subjected to face unforeseen difficulties 
in instances like loss of travel documents, 
accidents and even sudden demise.
Unfortunately, there are instances 
where citizens from the country you are 
representing are getting involved in illegal 
activities and are being subjected to legal 
action and punishment thereafter.  We 
cannot turn a blind eye to such incidents, but 
have to extend our services and resources 
in helping to resolve such problems in the 
fastest possible time without interfering the 
legal system of the country.
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Hon. Kartar Bhalla - an outstanding 
Consul honoured by FICAC

Hon. Kartar Bhalla in his thank you 
speech at the Conference said: 

I am overwhelmed by the compliments 
paid by Hon. Arnold Foote while 
awarding me the Medal of Distinction, a 
unique honour conferred on an honorary 
consul.  It was he who spotted me at the 
end of Montego Bay World Congress 
of Consuls in 2006 and offered me my 
first assignment as Chairman, FICAC 
South Asia Regional Committee.  And 
since then, he has never allowed me to 
look back. 
The first FICAC assignment helped 
me discover myself and my potential 
as an international player. I reached 
out to all the eight countries in South 
Asia and, thanks to Arnold’s support 
and guidance, I succeeded in setting 
up consular associations in Lahore, 
Karachi, Nepal, Bangladesh, and in 
affiliating them to FICAC. Bhutan also 
came into FICAC through its Honorary 
Consul for Thailand as Associate 
Member. Sri Lanka’s association with 
FICAC was strengthened. 

For the first time, I appeared on the 
FICAC forum in Athens in 2003 
when my maiden appearance was an 
encouraging and satisfying experience.   

In Athens General Assembly, my 
resolution proposing use of honorific 
title of “Honourable” before the names 
of honorary consuls was accepted 
unanimously. I am glad to observe that 
this title has gained currency and it is 
now used by honorary consuls for each 
other.  If for nothing else, I am sure, my 
colleagues would remember me for this 
honorific title when I am no longer on 
the scene. 

FICAC and Hon. Arnold Foote helped 
me discover another feature in myself.  
I did not know I could make a speech. 
They made me a speaker and did me 
honour after honour by inviting me 
to deliver as many as eight keynote 
speeches in conferences held in Athens, 
Prague, Accra, Monaco (twice), Izmir, 
and Brussels (twice). 

Drafting of international documents was 
another uncharted field for me, in which 
I entered under Arnold’s inspiration and 
didn’t do a bad job. Izmir Declaration and 
Guidelines for Honorary Consuls were 
appreciated by honourable members.  
Compilation of   Who’s Who was a 
strenuous but not a new job for me and 
I sailed through two editions of FICAC 
Who’s Who – 2009 and 2012 – without 

much difficulty. What gladdened me 
was that the two publications added a 
sum of US$12,564.00 into the kitty of 
FICAC.   

Disparity between career consuls and 
honorary consuls had been engaging 
everybody’s attention since Accra 
Conference in 2008. FICAC agreed 
with me over the need for review of 
the Vienna Convention on Consular 
Relations 1963. In Monaco regional 
conference 2009, after listening to my 
presentation, FICAC entrusted me with 
the task of drafting amendments to the 
Vienna Convention, a resolution and a 
Petition to United Nations for review of 
Vienna Convention, which were adopted 
at the Monaco Regional Conference and 
sent to UN Secretary General and to 
Foreign Ministers of all countries. 

FICAC has been generous enough in 
acknowledging my work and presenting 
me with two Medals of Honour and four 
Plaques of Honour in appreciation of 
good work. Sometimes I felt that, instead 
of FICAC giving me Plaques of Honour, 
I should have given FICAC Plaque of 
Thanks for having helped me discover 
my potential.

With your permission, Hon. Arnold 
Foote, I am retiring from the 
Chairmanship of South Asia Region, 
with full sense of achievement, 
satisfaction and fulfilment.   I assure you, 
regardless of retirement, my services 
for any special assignment, whenever 
needed, will be at your disposal.

Hon. President Arnold Foote, thank 
you for your guidance, without which I 
could not have done what I have done; 
Hon. Directors, thank you for your co-
operation without which the quality 
of my work would not have been as 
satisfactory as, I think, it has been; 
Hon. Members, thank you for your 
appreciation, without which I could not 
have kept going; Permanent Secretariat, 
thank you for your unstinted support.

Hon. Kartar Bhalla served with distinction.



8

Hon. Daya Weththasinghe receiving the FICAC Medal of Honour from Hon. Aykut Eken, Secretary General of the World Federation of Consuls.  Also in picture is 
Hon. Costas Lefkaritis, FICAC Vice President, and The Honourable Arnold Foote (right), FICAC President.

Hon. Suresh Vaswani, Honorary Consul of Benin in India, Director - Bangalore 
Chapter HCCD India, receiving his Medal of Honour from Hon. Costas Lefkaritis.

Hon. Pradeep Kumar Shrestha, Honorary Consul of South Africa in Nepal, 
receiving his Medal of Honour from Hon. Aykut Eken. Hon. Costas Lefkaritis, 
VP FICAC, looks on.

30th Anniversary Awards
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The wife of the late Hon. Jayantha Fernando, former President of the Association of Consuls in Sri Lanka, receiving his Medal of Honour, awarded posthumously, from 
The Honourable Arnold Foote, President of the World Federation of Consuls. Looking on are Hon. Costas Lefkaritis, Vice President FICAC and Hon. Aykut Eken, 
Secretary General FICAC.

Hon. Padma Jyoti, Honorary Consul of Cyprus in Nepal, receiving his Medal 
of Honour from Hon. Costas Lefkaritis. Hon. Aykut Eken, Secretary General of 
FICAC looks on.

Hon. K. M. Mozibul Hoque, Honorary Consul of Yemen in Nepal, receiving his 
award from Hon. Costas Lefkaritis, Vice President of the World Federation of 
Consuls

30th Anniversary Awards
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Hon. Mrs. Priya Jayawardene seen with Hon. Maahen Kariyawasan, Secretary of the Association of Consuls in Sri Lanka, Hon, Daya Weththasinghe, 
President of the Association of Consuls in Sri Lanka, and Hon. Manik Perera, Past President of the Association of Consuls in Sri Lanka, after these three 
distinguished gentlemen received their FICAC Medals of Honour for excellent service to their Consular Corps and their country.

President of the World Federation of Consuls, The Honourable Arnold Foote (second right), making a presentation to the Minister of External Affairs of 
Sri Lanka, H. E. Professor G. L. Peiris. Also in picture from left, Hon. K. L. Ganju, FICAC Director, Hon. Aykut Eken, FICAC Secretary General, and 
Hon. Costas Lefkaritis, Vice President  of FICAC.
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Hon. Daya Weththasinghe holding the FICAC Medal of Appreciation which was just presented to him by the FICAC President, The 
Honourable Arnold Foote. Also in picture is Hon. Costas Lefkaritis (second left), Vice President of FICAC and Hon. Aykut Eken, 
Secretary General of FICAC.

From left, Hon. Daya Weththasinghe, Her Excellency Shiranthi Ranapaksa, wife of the President of Sri Lanka, Hon. Priya Jayawardene 
and Hon. Maahen Kariyawasan.

H. E. Shiranthi Rajapaksa, wife of the President of Sri Lanka, H. E. Mahinda Rajapaksa, seen above entertaining wives of delegates to the 
2nd FICAC South Asia Regional Consular Conference held in Colombo, Sri Lanka recently. Mrs. Patricia Foote, wife of the President of 
FICAC is seen at far right.
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Her Excellency Shiranthi Rajapaksa, wife of the President of Sri Lanka, 
H.E. Mahendra Rajapaksa, and other guests at the Conference in 
Colombo.

Hon. G. J. L. Neomal Perera, Deputy Minister of External Affairs of Sri Lanka, is welcomed by Hon. Daya 
Weththasinghe, Hon. Priya Jayawardene and Hon. Maahen Kariyawasan. On the extreme right is Hon. Monique de 
Decker, Honorary Consul for Sri Lanka in Belgium.

From left, H. E. Nobuhito Hobo, Japanese Ambassador to Sri Lanka, Mrs. Fola Rogers-Sailu, Hon. Taiwo Afolabi, 
H.E. Professor G. L. Peiris, Minister of External Affairs, Hon. Daya Weththasinghe and Hon. Otunba O. A. Lawal.

The Honourable Arnold Foote, FICAC President, and his wife Mrs. 
Patricia Foote with a delegate at the Gala Banquet of the FICAC South 
Asia Regional Conference.


